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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

August 3, 2004

Forward Operating Base Danger, Tikrit, Iraq.   Recent progress in the four provinces of Task Force Danger in North-Central Iraq is allowing the division to shift even more of its efforts away from combat operations and place a significant amount of energy into stability and civil-military operations.  The future of Iraq is bright.  We all look forward to a free, secure, and democratic tomorrow and there is now “irreversible momentum” towards this end state.  The success of Iraq is our success.  We are well into the planning for a deliberate relief in place with the 42nd Infantry Division within the next six months and have just completed a third reconnaissance and site survey with MG Joe Taluto and his great team.  Our intent with this bi-weekly press release is to inform the public of the great work our service men and women are doing in Iraq.  This is an effort to inform and garner support for our soldiers and their families.  

Iraqi Security Forces Quell Unrest in Bashuriya Village.

The Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) are standing up to the challenge and performing to a higher standard since the Transfer of Sovereignty on June 28.  There are now daily examples of the ISF standing up to the Anti-Iraqi Forces and taking responsibility for the security of their own country.  Since June 28, 50 ISF soldiers and policemen have been killed in action and 121 ISF forces have been wounded in the Task Force Danger area of operations.  For example, the Iraqi National Police (INP) in the town of Bashuriya near Kirkuk stopped a potential ethnic incident from erupting into a conflict between Arabs and Turkomen when they quickly responded to a call from local citizens on July 24.  The incident began when two Arab men approached the area near a Turkoman camp for displaced persons to unlock a water pump used for drinking water.  Two Turkomen accosted the Arabs for “invading” their area and a fistfight ensued.  The Arab men returned to their homes and police were notified of the fight.  The INP responded immediately with four vehicles and 30 policemen.  While the police officials met with the local Arab Mukhtar, the Turkomen and Arabs exchanged small arms fire for approximately 15 minutes.  The Iraqi police captain immediately deployed his policemen and vehicles to contain the situation by creating a hasty cordon around the village.  Simultaneously, he contacted the Taza Iraqi National Guard (ING) commander, who dispatched an additional 35 Guardsmen backed by five vehicles.  The ING and INP commanders coordinated their efforts to ensure their cordon was effective to allow local leaders to diffuse the situation.  Working with the Turkoman and Arab leaders, the Iraqi Security Forces leaders were able to broker a truce so that the Mayor of Kirkuk could discuss a long-term solution that would allow all parties to live in a safe and secure environment.  As part of the agreement between the Turkomen and Arabs, the police agreed to maintain peace in the area until a formal agreement could be made to bring the two groups to a common solution, acceptable to both parties.  The Iraqi Security Forces, working together, were able to resolve the dispute in the interest of all the people, regardless of ethnicity.  This is the future of Iraq.

Making a Difference in the Safety and Security of Iraq.

Iraqi Security Forces continue to do great work in North-Central Iraq.  There are now ten battalions of Iraqi National Guard (ING) and one battalion of the Iraqi Army in the 1st Infantry Division’s area of shared responsibility.  These forces are working around the clock to make Iraq safe, stable, and secure.  As more and more ING soldiers and INP police are recruited and trained, and as the ISF gets more and more experience, the ability of these security forces will continue to improve.

In the last two weeks, the 2nd Brigade Combat Team (Dagger) continued to improve security, train the Iraqi Security Forces, and improve quality of life for the people of Iraq.  Task Force 9th Engineers is making great strides in securing the country by clearing Iraq of captured enemy ammunition with new equipment to help accomplish our mission.  Soldiers are trained to use the M1A1 Abrams Panther, which is a turret free modified tank, with remote control capability.  The vehicle is used for mine proofing and clearing operations, without endangering soldiers.  The vehicles were recently used as part of Operation Outlaw Destroyer when ammunition from an Iraqi ammunition storage point was safely cleared of all captured enemy ammunition.  As we continue to clear Iraq of this unneeded and dangerous ammunition, it will become a safer country for everyone.  Task Force 2-108 Infantry recently assisted in the completion of an infrastructure project in the city of Ad Dujayl.  For the first time in thirty years, a road in the city has been paved.  A local contractor and 25 workers were hired for the project.  The project cost was $57,000 and affected about 5,000 city citizens.  This project will be especially helpful to the city when the rainy season starts and dirt roads turn to mud.  

During the last two weeks, the 3rd Brigade Combat Team (Duke) has made tremendous progress in reducing the number of improvised explosive devices (IED) in the Diyala Province.  MG Batiste awarded the Silver Star to SSG Raymond Bittinger for his valorous actions in Buhriz and Baqubah on 9 April.  He is the first Silver Star recipient of the 1st Infantry Division Combat Team since OIF II began.  SSG Bittinger was in Chicago from July 28 through August 1, representing the 1st Infantry Division at the annual reunion of the Society of the 1st Infantry Division.  In addition, there were two significant joint counter-mortar operations that led to finding weapon and munitions caches, both based on intelligence received from Iraqi civilians.  Some of the findings included complete mortar systems, Rocket Propelled Grenade (RPG) launchers, RPG HEAT rounds, RPG thermo baric rounds, RPG boosters, mortar tubes and base plates, various sizes of rockets and mortars, stick and egg grenades, fuses, and primers.  The Iraqi National Guard is not only helping Task Force 2-2 Infantry with these operations, but is starting to take the lead in ongoing operations.  The past two weeks for Task Force 1-6 Field Artillery have been extremely busy.  Task Force 1-6 soldiers were involved in an operation to disrupt Anti-Iraqi Forces near the town of Buhriz on 25 July.  The operation involved the Iraqi Security Forces and Task Force 1-6 soldiers clearing the palm groves of enemy and weapons caches.  These caches included several mortar tubes, RPG rounds, tank rounds, and fuses.  During the clearance operations, Anti-Iraqi Forces (ISF) attacked the Iraqi Security Forces with small arms and RPG fire.  The ISF took the fight to the enemy and killed 15 insurgents without a single casualty.  Task Force 1-6 supported the operation.  Task Force 1-6 soldiers also continued to improve the relationship with its neighbors, by taking time this week to visit the District of Shifta.  Soldiers met with local leaders and talked about infrastructure needs and how to improve the safety of the district.  Task Force 82nd Engineers has been busy these past two weeks on Blue Babe Highway conducting deterrence and interdiction operations, focused on eliminating improvised explosive device cells.  Their hard work, along with the help of the Brigade Reconnaissance Troop, has dramatically decreased the functional capacity of these cells.  Task Force 82nd has also been successful in training the newest members of the Iraqi National Guard (ING).  155 new recruits gathered about ten days ago and began their basic training course.  Task Force 82nd NCOs, with assistance from ING NCOs, put the new recruits of the 204th ING Battalion through classes on drill and ceremony, physical fitness, first-aid, radio procedures and basic marksmanship.   The continual work of Task Force 82nd and the ING is helping to shape the future for Diyala Province.  During the past two weeks, the soldiers of Task Force 2-63 Armor continued counter-mortar operations, and they are doing it so well that FOB Warhorse has not had a mortar attack in 35 days.  This is a tremendous accomplishment.   The soldiers of Task Force 201st Forward Support Battalion continue to drive forward with logistical and support missions that affect the entire brigade.  They continue to improve the infrastructure of FOB Warhorse and the other FOBs.  These past two weeks saw many improvements in working and living areas, guard towers, clearing barrels and road signs.  The big event for Task Force 201st was the opening of the east gate on FOB Warhorse.  This new gate ensures the separation of military and civilian traffic entering the base.

In the last two weeks, the 30th Brigade Combat Team (Old Hickory) has had several successful operations in which they captured nine Anti-Iraqi Forces involved in planning and executing IED ambushes.  These operations were based on information from local citizens who are now supporting the Interim Iraqi Government.   The citizens of Iraq are tiring of the violence and damage that the Anti-Iraqi Forces are doing to Iraqis.  In addition, a battalion of the Iraqi Armed Forces conducted their first combat patrols in the Kirkush area on July 29 under the tactical control of Old Hickory.  This was a significant event in the history of the New Iraqi Army which is in the final stages of preparing for independent operations.  Its relationship with the 30th Brigade Combat Team is fundamental to their success.  In addition, the 30th Brigade Combat Team continues to train, equip, and monitor the Iraqi Department of Border Enforcement in its operations along the Iranian border.  Security of the Iranian border can not be taken for granted and is critical to the security of Iraq.

The past two weeks have been very productive for the 2nd Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Warrior).  Task Force 1-21 Infantry conducted several successful combat operations as well as continued training of the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) in the city of Kirkuk.  Task Force 1-27 Infantry escorted a convoy with forces from the Republic of Korea to Irbil without incident.  Task Force 2-11 Field Artillery continued to secure their area of responsibility as well as train and advise the ISF.  Task Force 1-14 Infantry continued to conduct combat operations to the south of Baghdad as part of Task Force Dragon.  The Golden Dragons conducted a relief in place on July 31 with the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit and is redeploying to rejoin the brigade in Kirkuk. 

The population at FOB Mackenzie swelled as the 1st Squadron, 4th Cavalry (Saber) received Bulldog Troop back into the squadron.  Bulldog Troop, affectionately nicknamed ‘Bedouin Troop’ after moving several times, has been the division reserve since the start of Operation Iraqi Freedom II and successfully conducted combat operations from six forward operating bases in support of the both the 2nd and 3rd Brigade Combat Teams.  To the troopers of Bulldog Troop, welcome home!

During the past two weeks, the 4th Brigade (Dragon) continued to provide responsive aviation support to Task Force Danger.  The Gunfighters of 1-1 Aviation flew almost 900 hours this month, executing critical missions such as the escort of the Republic of Korea Army convoys to their new bases near Fibril, Iraq, and performing route security and aerial reconnaissance of division main and alternate supply routes, infrastructure, oil pipeline repairs, and other areas of interest.  They also provided attack helicopter support to Task Force Dragon and completed a relief in place with the 11th Marine Expeditionary Force aviation.  The Eagles of 2-1 Aviation flew over 1,600 hours in the last month supporting VIP visits, providing an aerial platform for command and control, and moving soldiers as well as military and civil leaders around the battlefield.  They supported BG Morgan, the Assistant Division Commander for Maneuver, and Task Force Dragon during the last month and continue their support of the Command Group.  They have successfully balanced mission execution with maintenance, simultaneously completing detailed phased maintenance on three aircraft.  The Typhoons of the 601st Aviation Support Battalion continued their critical role of sustaining the 4th Brigade by completing 2,267 work orders and repairing 318 Non-Mission Capable vehicles to date.  They continue to provide outstanding maintenance support to the brigade, to include aircraft phases on our Apaches and Blackhawks.

The DISCOM (Durable) and the 167th Corps Support Group (Granite) continue to provide superb support to the division combat team throughout North-Central Iraq and recently to Task Force Dragon south of Baghdad.  Highlights of this support include the issuing of over 15 million gallons of fuel and repairing over 10,000 pieces of equipment in support of division operations.  While this is the DISCOM’s primary function, equipping the Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) is critically important to a self-governing Iraq.  To date, the DISCOM has received, prepared, and issued over 3,100 weapons, 290 vehicles, 870 radios, uniforms and equipment for over 8,200 soldiers, and 2.5 million rounds of ammunition to the ISF.  The DISCOM also executed a short notice mission to the Jordanian border to transport armored personnel carriers to Taji for the ISF.

Task Force Danger’s Engineer Brigade (Devastator) and 264th Engineer Group (Badger) excel when it comes to meeting objectives for their diverse operations.  In the past two weeks, the 141st Engineer Battalion has continued to keep our soldiers safe as they cleared 16,381 kilometers of roads and discovered seven improvised explosive devices during their Task Force Trailblazer operations.  The 216th Engineer Battalion constructed force protection berms for the 202nd ING Brigade near Samarra and is working hard to provide force protection upgrades to base camps to include designing and building new entry control points.  The Engineer Brigade continues to supervise the repairs of the Tikrit Highway Bridge.  Between the Accelerated Iraqi Reconstruction Program (AIRP) and the Regional Reconstruction Relief Program (R3P), they have completed $1.4 million worth of projects, mainly in the Public Works arena.  In addition, the AIRP/R3P projects have provided employment for over 4,500 Iraqis in North-Central Iraq.  
Taking the Elements of Violence off the Streets. 
In the last two weeks, operations in the Task Force Danger area of operations have resulted in an estimated 39 Anti-Iraqi Forces killed, an estimated two wounded, and an additional 126 detained.  Significant ammunition seized from caches included more than 434 rockets; eight complete mortar systems; 2,103 mortar, artillery and tank rounds; 101 small arms weapons and rocket propelled grenade launchers; 514 fuses; 1 pound of PE-4; and 5 grenades.  Major equipment found included 10 surface-to-air missiles, 55 crates of heavy machine gun ammunition, and 2,009 anti-aircraft rounds.  Within the division area of responsibility the past two weeks, 49 improvised explosive devices were discovered prior to detonation, preventing the needless loss of life at the hands of Anti-Iraqi Forces.
Making a Difference in North Central Iraq. 
Task Force Danger, in full partnership with the Iraqi civil and military authorities, continues to ensure a secure and stable Iraq.  Over the past two weeks, several division initiatives have shown great progress towards achieving that goal.  Units at every level continue to work together with the Iraqi people to make a difference.

Bayji Power Complex Security Project: Creating Infrastructure, Security and Jobs.

In a project initiated by the 1st Infantry Division Engineers, six different local contractors are working together to build a solid masonry security wall around the Bayji Power Plant.  The wall is over 3 meters high and 6 kilometers long surrounding the power plant facility.  More than 200 local Iraqi’s are currently working on the security wall project.  The project is ahead of schedule and now over 50 percent complete.  The power plant management has dedicated a full time engineer for project quality control.  

The Bayji Power Plant Complex is the largest power generation site in Iraq.  The complex has three different power plants with a generation capacity of nearly 2,000 megawatts.

Power Generation Provided for Essential Services in As Sulaymaniyah.


Task Force Danger delivers over ten megawatts of electricity generation for essential services in As Sulaymaniyah.  The project includes diesel generator units, switchgear, transformers, and a control room.  This new power plant will provide enough electricity to power the equivalent of 30,000 Iraqi homes.  The modular design minimizes the time it takes to setup and commission.  These generation units will be able to send electricity to the grid in less than one month.  

Over 90 percent of the electricity in As Sulaymaniyah comes from hydro-generation.  Relying upon rain and water levels for electricity generation is problematic during the summer and fall dry seasons.   Essential services such as hospitals, fire stations, and critical commercial infrastructure must be supplied continuous electric service.   The new diesel generators will provide power to essential services when the water levels are low and/or the hydro generation is out of service.   When the hydro generators are running, they will supply additional power to all the people of As Sulaymaniyah. 

1ID Moves Towards Starting More Projects.
The 1st Infantry Division Engineers / Project and Contracting Office (PCO) team recently met in Baghdad with Design/Build contractors to firm up future projects in the division’s area of responsibility.  Congress appropriated $18 billion for the reconstruction of Iraq.  This money will be spent on projects ranging from refurbishing small schools to building new power plants.  Large multinational Design/Build companies were awarded contracts to do the construction.  Of the $18 billion, over $2 billion will come to the Task Force Danger area of operations. 

The 1st Infantry Division has assigned the Division Engineers the task of coordinating all reconstruction within the task force footprint.  To help with the coordination effort, a PCO regional office was established at Forward Operating Base Danger.  The purpose of the PCO regional office is to coordinate the contractor efforts with all Task Force Danger elements down to the battalion level.  This includes security updates, use of office space, and most importantly, leveraging contacts with the local leaders.  The intent is to start work quickly and hire as many local workers as possible.  Mr. Chuck Williams, Regional PCO Coordinator for the 1st Infantry Division, LTC Courtney W. Paul, and LTC Mike Mosquera hosted a recent meeting with Iraqi engineers and contractors to provide information and garner support.  The Design/Build contractors came to the meeting with the impression that the division was going to tell them how to operate.  When the meeting ended, those same contractors left eager to sign on to the program and most importantly, get the contractors into our area, start projects sooner, and put the Iraqi people back to work.   

Bayji Fuel Distribution Office Opening Ceremony.

The Salah ad Din Petroleum Product Distribution Center in Bayji opened a new office building July 26.  This building was sponsored by the 1st Infantry Division Engineers using division provided money and built in cooperation with the distribution center.  This building will support operations at the center and relieve overcrowding in the existing office.   Approximately 50 people were in attendance including several important Iraqi leaders.  Governor Mahmood of Salah ad Din and the Council Chairman of Bayji came out to commemorate the occasion.  Also, Abdul Kadr, the Director General of the Northern Oil Refinery Company, attended the event in addition to LTC Kyle McClelland, Task Force 1-7 Commander, and Lt. Col. Courtney W. Paul, Engineer Brigade Executive Officer.  Following a speech by the manager, Jameel Al-Rawi, the group moved to the office entrance.  The provincial governor cut the ribbon and opened the office to the public.  Everyone crowded into the building to look around and enjoy a lunch provided by the distribution center.

Schools Get Needed Supplies.
Schools in North-Central Iraq are finally getting much needed supplies.  Recent projects done by the US and local Iraqi contractors are helping to bring schools up to modern standards.  Schools in Samarra were flooded with new equipment last week. Desks, chairs, books, pencils, paper and even computers were just some of the items that were brought into the classrooms.  The Director of Education will oversee the distribution of the supplies.  Children, families and school administration were all overjoyed at the sight of the new equipment.  Many commented that the new equipment would make learning more enjoyable.  The contractor, Hamada, was very pleased to have been chosen to do the project.  “The children are the future of Iraq, we need to give them all the advantages possible,” he said as he signed the final contract payment.  The 1st Infantry Division Engineer Brigade’s civil affairs public works team coordinated the contracting of the equipment together with the S5 for Task Force 1-26 Infantry.   The supplies were available immediately, and are currently being used in all of the schools involved. 


Ground Broken on Projects Near Balad.

Ground was broken recently on two major projects in areas near Balad, Iraq.  The projects, developed and contracted in partnership between the 203rd Iraqi National Guard (ING) Battalion and Task Force 1-77 Armor, will provide new and improved command posts for two of the 203rd ING Battalion’s companies stationed in the towns of Balad and Isahki.  These major construction projects, valued at over $410,000, are providing not only the newest and most practicable command posts for the ING but also employing over 200 local workers from the area.  

In Balad, the Headquarters and Headquarters Company command post, which also houses the city Joint Coordination Center, is getting a much-needed facelift and expansion as well as a new modern motor pool.   The new facility in Isahki will provide more of an ING security presence in the area north of Balad.  This facility will provide a new command post building along with soldier barracks, dining facility, modern motor pool, and force protection measures.  These two projects represent a small portion of the work conducted by Task Force 1-77 in the past five months to assist the ING.  All told, over $1.6 million dollars and thousands of man-hours have been spent in supporting the 203rd ING Battalion.  The task force has assisted with everything from contracting independent food and water contracts to purchasing body armor for the ING soldiers.  The task force has also embarked upon an ambitious mentoring and training program in order to meet their objective of creating a professional, efficient, well trained and disciplined security force.  “They are the future or Iraq Security; we understand that our success depends on their success.  We work hard at integrating them into our operations and mentoring them on what “right” looks like”, stated Task Force 1-77 Executive Officer MAJ Scott King.  2nd Brigade Combat Team’s Task Force 1-77 is currently partnered with three companies of the 203rd ING Battalion in Balad, Isahki, and Yethrib.  

Final Inspection Complete on Road Improvement Project.
Members of the 415th Civil Affairs Battalion completed final inspection on the Ad Dujayl-Al Jamiya Sector Road Improvement Project last month.  This project consisted of asphalting one kilometer of city road broken into three sections throughout the city.  This was a key initiative and project the city council had on their agenda for this year. The project cost $57,000 and took nearly a month to complete.  A local city resident was chosen as contractor and did an excellent job.  During the project, the contractor employed about local 25 workers.  These new asphalt streets will affect over 5,000 city residents.  The city council chairman, Jasim Mohammad Mamood, 
stated in a recent city council meeting "this is the first road to be paved in Ad Dujayl for thirty years and we can thank coalition forces for this".

Engineers Help Repair Oil Pipeline.

A group of ‘Sappers’ from 1st Platoon, Charlie Company, 9th Engineer Battalion attached to Task Force 1-26 Infantry, recently helped repair a sabotaged oil pipeline southwest of Samarra, Iraq.  The project had been stalled for several days due to the inability to remove a bad section of natural gas pipe buried 3 meters in the ground.  In fact, the chief pipeline worker suggested that they simply cover up the bad section of pipe with dirt and abandon the mission.  After some consideration, the platoon recommended to the pipeline officials that they simply cut the pipe into smaller pieces and lift each section out of the ground with a Small Emplacement Excavator (SEE) truck, a piece of engineer equipment that is essentially a small backhoe-scoop combination.  The chief pipeline worker agreed with both the assessment and the recommendation and so the platoon went to work immediately.  Due to the remote location, the platoon had to sling-load a SEE truck and repair pipes on a CH-47 helicopter and transport them to the worksite on the far side of the river.  In order to get other personnel and equipment across the Tigris River to the worksite, the platoon sergeant, SFC Armando Cadena, worked with local Iraqi civilians to provide local transport on a generally seaworthy, but somewhat small, civilian boat.

1st Platoon soldiers established security at the project site and then assisted the pipeline workers in completing the mission.  The damaged pipe was removed and other remaining debris was cleared from the hole.  Once the new section of pipe was placed, the sections were welded together and wrapped with plastic tape to prevent rusting and corrosion.  The sappers then used the SEE truck to backfill the hole and cover the repaired pipe. The Iraqi oil pipeline workers were overjoyed that the repairs had been completed.  They then turned on the flow of natural gas through the pipeline. 

The results of this mission were extremely important for the flow of Iraq’s fuel.  If this mission had not been completed, 100 vehicles transporting natural gas with Task Force Danger security would have been put on the road daily from Mosul to Baghdad in order to keep the necessary fuel flowing properly.  

The village of Al Alam Gets New Soccer Stadium.

After weeks of coordinating and hard work by a local contractor, the gates are almost ready to open at a new soccer stadium in the village of Al Alam.  The four grandstands are complete and will soon be holding crowds of cheering spectators.  The local populace prides themselves on their hometown team, and thinks this will be a suitable home field.  A local parent said, “I can’t wait to bring my children here to watch the games.”  The contractor, Hussein Sa’ad, was happy to have been a part of a project that will bring joy to so many people. 

Conclusion.

Task Force Danger continues to simultaneously conduct combat and stability operations that are leading to a secure environment and improved infrastructure.  Our soldiers are remarkable and are making a huge difference in Iraq.  The momentum is now irreversible.  Our family members are behind us 100 percent.  The price has been high, but the soldiers of the 1st Infantry Division and Task Force Danger are resolute and steadfast.  We will accomplish the mission.  We have made great strides in partnership with the courageous people of Iraq towards their future of civil and military self-reliance.  The American people should be very proud and confident in the outcome of the Operation Iraqi Freedom mission.  We are.  Duty First!

-- 30 --
For more information on the 1st Infantry Division and Task Force Danger: www.1id.army.mil




