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Motor-Vehicle Safety

Auto Crash Kills Soldier

1.  Motor-vehicle accidents continue to be the leading cause of soldier deaths in Europe. This week a young specialist was killed in a head-on collision. The accident is under investigation. Secondary roads in Europe are particularly dangerous and it is not uncommon to see hazardous passing techniques on these winding and hilly roads. Defensive driving, awareness, and moderate speeds must be our watchwords.
2.  The commitment of commanders and leaders is critical to help prevent accidents like this from happening again. We must take action to ensure that drivers are aware of and prepared for the hazards of driving. Drivers must be familiar with the following defensive-driving techniques:

(Maintain a safe following distance. Use the “3-to-5 second” method (AE Pam 190-34).

(Watch your speed. At increased speeds, you have less time to react and need a greater distance to stop.

(Watch for vehicles approaching from side streets and on-ramps.

(Always allow yourself a “way out” – someplace to go if you have to swerve to avoid an accident.

(Be prepared to react to the actions of other drivers.

3.  Operating a motor vehicle requires heightened awareness. We must learn to drive “beyond our bumpers.” All occupants of a vehicle are responsible for its safe operation.

4.  Give this message the widest possible distribution by forwarding it electronically and posting it on unit bulletin boards. “No Loss of Life” is our goal. Be prepared – to stay alive.



B. B. BELL


General, USA


Commanding
ANY MISSION, ANYWHERE!

















B


E


L


L





S


E


N


D


S





#


9























