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Veterans Day and

Thanksgiving Safety
1.  We will celebrate two special holidays in November: Veterans Day and Thanksgiving. Veterans Day is observed to honor those who served with the U.S. Armed Forces during wartime. Thanksgiving provides an opportunity for us to give thanks for our freedom and think about those who go into harm’s way to preserve it, including our forward-deployed soldiers.
2.  Many of our soldiers and their families will be traveling or taking part in winter activities over the Veterans Day and Thanksgiving holiday weekends. These long weekends, however, are often marred by accidents, especially those involving privately owned vehicles and winter sports. To help avoid needless tragedy and to ensure that our soldiers are prepared for the upcoming holidays, first-line leaders must do the following:

( Take time before the holidays to help soldiers plan and prepare their travel and recreational activities. Remind them of the hazards of winter driving, especially when driving in bad weather. If a soldier plans to hike, ski, or snowboard in mountainous areas, make sure that he or she understands how dangerous these activities are.

( Identify soldiers who are high-risk and counsel them. Leaders must explain the risks to these soldiers and help them take steps that could save their lives.

( Ensure that soldiers understand their responsibilities in making safe decisions.

( Ensure that unit-notification and ride-home programs are in place and fully functional.

3.  I conveyed the intent of, and my personal commitment to, the Winter Safety Campaign on 16 September during the inaugural meeting of the USAREUR Commanders Safety Council. At that meeting, I also charged commanders and command sergeants major with the responsibility for aggressively implementing winter safety campaigns in their organizations. I expanded on this in my Holiday Safety Campaign, which I issued on 
3 October. The safety measures in both campaigns must be emphasized during the upcoming holiday weekends.

4.  As leaders, we are all accountable for the safety of our personnel. Do not allow anyone to die on your watch. We can achieve our goal of “no loss of life” only with everyone’s active participation. Take charge and do all you possibly can to ensure that we are ready for Any Mission, Anywhere. I wish each of you a safe holiday and I thank you for your continued selfless commitment to our Nation and our Army.



B. B. BELL


General, USA


Commanding





















B


E


L


L





S


E


N


D


S





#


3-04


























ANY MISSION, ANYWHERE!








