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Greetings to all family members 
of the Engineer Brigade from 
FOB Danger

The last months have been an extremely 
busy time for us. The enemy is doing 
everything within his ability to cause us to 
fail but he is doomed to failure because he 
doesn't understand that we will never quit 
and that failure is not an option for the 
Sappers of the Engineer Brigade. You can 
be proud of your soldiers for all the hard 
work and determination to assist the new 
Iraqi government in providing basic services 
to the people in our sector. I can assure you 
that we will do everything within our ability to 
ensure this government is successful. As the 
Commander and I move around the sector 
we are constantly amazed at the variety of 
work and accomplishments of the Sappers 
of this brigade, it is truly amazing. That 
being said, none of these accomplishments 
could've happened without the outstanding 
love and support that we all receive from our 
loved ones that we have left behind but who 
are never forgotten.  We all know that we 
can count on you to continue to support us 
and to take care of each other until we are 
reunited.

Once again thanks for all you do for us, the 
Big Red One, and the United States of 
America.

Sappers Attack
No mission Too Difficult
No Sacrifice Too Great
Duty First

Greetings to our 
friends and 
families of the 
BRO Engineer 
Brigade.  We are 
now at the six month 
mark, and it’s hard to 
believe the time has 
gone by so quickly. The 
Sappers and other 
soldiers in all our 
organizations, both here 
in Iraq and back at our 

home stations, fill CSM Winzenried and me with such great pride.  
They are dedicated, professional, and disciplined. They take the fight 
to the enemy, when necessary, and bring hope of the future to the Iraqi 
people, always. Back home they take care of you , our families, and 
are every bit as much a part of this mission. These past six months 
have been filled with excitement and sadness, with hope and fear, but 
most of all, with a sense of pride and purpose. Each day we see the 
unmistakable signs of irreversible momentum as the Iraqi people move 
towards a free and democratic society.  Our soldiers contribute each 
and every day to this effort, be it through making the roads safer by 
clearing them of the dreaded IEDs, or refurbishing the local 
infrastructure to give the Iraqi people reliable electricity or water.  It is a 
wide and varied mission, and every soldier plays a major part - there’s 
no time or room for slackers down here! Each and every one of us 
counts on our battle buddies to ensure each other’s safety.  We’ve 
been fortunate, but it’s not been without loss. Our prayers are with all 
our wounded comrades recovering in hospitals in Iraq, Germany, or the 
USA, and as well with the families and loved ones of those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice. We will forever honor your memory. And to you, 
our families and friends, we owe the greatest gratitude. We understand 
that your role in this great endeavor is not without sacrifice either. Your 
strength is our inspiration, and we ask for your continued patience as 
we finish the job we came down here to do.  As our Commanding 
General has said, “our strength is grounded in our American  Army and 
family values.” May God bless each and every one of you and help 
bring this conflict to its ultimate successful close.



PROMOTIONS!  This is your chance to enjoy 
seeing the soldiers here in HHD that have been 
promoted in the last couple months!  Looking forward 
to doing as many more of these as we can!

SGT Soto

SPC Horsen

Greetings to all those back home!  
As I sit here contemplating on the 
last five months I find that it is 
increasingly hard to believe that it 
would have passed as well as it has 
without the support of those around 
me and those at home.  The unit 
has been lucky to have wonderful 
support from friends and family 
home in Germany and the United 
States.  The family readiness group 
has done an amazing job sending 
boxes, letters and encouragement.  
We have also been adopted by 
different corporations such as 
Sprint and McIlhenny Tabasco 
Sauce.  Sprint sent 39 care 
packages to the soldiers of this 
Engineer Brigade (most of them in 
one day to the chagrin of my supply 
sergeant and the company mail 
handler).  McIlhenny sends regular 

boxes of tabasco sauce to ensure the unit will never go through another tabasco sauce shortage.  
Families have decided to branch out from just sending boxes to their soldier – they have been 
sending boxes to other soldiers in the unit!  Everyday I get requests for names of soldiers that would 
like to receive support packages.  Friends of families ask to send letters and packages everyday.  I 
can’t send enough thank you cards to the families and friends that keep us so well stocked and bring 

so much joy to an otherwise hot day here in Iraq!  Thank you for 
all your support!  

SGT Valles



thGreetings from the 9  Engineer 
Battalion Rear Detachment.  Things 
are going well here in Schweinfurt and 
we continue to do everything we can to 
support our soldiers downrange and 
families back home.  Our company 
FRGs our doing an outstanding job 
supporting, informing, and helping the 
families in the rear and I can't thank 
them enough for all that they do.

On 29 June, we held a Battalion 
Potluck with guest speakers at the 
Elementary School Auditorium.  It was 
a great opportunity to get together, 
have some great food, and listen to 
several very informative presentations.  
Our first speaker of the evening was 
Ms. Patricia Lamson-Poeschel from 
ACS.  Ms. Lamson-Poeschel talked to 
us about R & R reunions and provided 
great tips on how to make the most of 
that precious time together.  We have 
flyers that summarize those tips at the 
Battalion so please contact us for a 
copy.  The flyer is also posted on the 
FRG website under “Tips”.  Our second 
speaker was Ms. Elizabeth Schirk from 
the Red Cross.  Ms. Shirk talked about 
the many things the Red Cross does to 
help families and soldiers during 
deployments.  Having just returned 
from 6 months in Baghdad, she was 
also able to provide some valuable 
insight into what the Red Cross is 
doing for our soldiers downrange.  Our 
final speaker was SFC Scurrey, our 
voting assistance officer.  Please 
contact him at the Battalion if you need 
any advice or information on voting in 
the upcoming election.  The evening 
ended with some great food and a 
raffle for prizes including wine and free 
DVD rentals.  A big thanks to Malia 
McReynolds for putting the event 
together and to our guest speakers for 
sharing some great information.  Our 

thnext Battalion event is on August 28 .  
It's a Back to School Barbeque with 
games for the kids, great food, and fun 
events for the adults too!  Planning for 
the event is in full swing and we'll be 
getting the details out to you all soon!

In closing, I'd like to remind everyone 
to please visit our FRG website by 
going to  
www.schweinfurt.army.mil/9eng  and 
clicking on “FRG”.  It's truly an 
unbelievable resource for news and 
information.  Please remain proud of 
the great job all your loved ones are 
doing downrange and here on the Rear 
Detachment!  If you have any 
suggestions for the FRG website or 
any questions at all please email me at 
Michael.balistreri@cmtymail.98asg.ar
my.mil

CPTMichael Balistreri
Rear Detachment
Commander
9th ENG BN

July has been an exciting month for the 9th Engineer 
Battalion and the people of Iraq. On the 28th of June, 
the Iraqi people took control of their destiny as Mr. 
Bremer turned sovereignty of the nation to the Interim 
Government. The Iraqi government is clearly in charge 
and they will assume more responsibility for their 
security as we continue to train the Iraqi National Guard 
(ING) and the Iraqi National Police (INP). We expected 
violence to increase as June 30th arrived, but this 
proved to be untrue in our sector. We will not let our 
guard down and we will continue to do everything we 
can and take every precaution to ensure the safety of all 
our soldiers.

 We celebrated the birth of the Iraqi nation by hosting a transfer of authority ceremony with our 
partnership unit, the 30th Brigade Bomb Disposal Company. The Company has 50 soldiers divided 
into four platoons. They are learning to clear explosive devices and unexploded ordinance. With so 
much old ordinance spread throughout the Salah ad Din Province, they will be busy for years to 
come. Their partnership unit, Bravo Company, has enjoyed the opportunity to train and mentor 
them on engineer tasks such as installing wire obstacles and the use of demolitions. Bravo 
Company was featured on the 1 ID website for their partnership efforts. 

We celebrated the 4th of July with a 5km Freedom Run, a military decathlon and sports 
competitions. HHC was declared the winner of the Commander's Trophy and will have to defend 
the trophy at the Labor Day Sports Fest. We also held a NCO Induction Ceremony for six FOB 
Remagen soldiers and five Iraqi National Guard soldiers who had just graduated from PLDC. 
Similar events were held on all of the FOBs, so all 9th Engineer Battalion soldiers were able to 
participate.

A Purple Heart Ceremony was held at FOB McKenzie for soldiers in First Platoon Bravo Company. 
MG Batiste, the 1st Infantry Division Commander, LTC Chavalier, the 1-4 Cavalry Regimental 
Commander, and I were honored to present SGT Whitlock, SPC Powell and PFC Frantz their 
awards. We are blessed that all are okay and we are truly proud to have such outstanding 
individuals in our unit. 

 It has gotten hot…the temperature has risen to above 120 degrees, last night at 10:00PM it was 
still 106! In spite of the weather, we still get a lot done. Alpha Company is working with an Iraqi 
civilian contractor to clear a former Ammunition Storage Point (ASP) of unexploded ordinance. 
They also spent two weeks “on the wire”, protecting our FOB from bad guys. Bravo Company 
focused on training our ING company…marksmanship training, ordinance recognition and 
demolition training. Charlie Company used their ACEs to clear the Main Supply Route of debris 
that could hide IEDs. And HHC continues to sustain us…the motorpool does maintenance at night 
when it is cooler, the company conducts combat logistic patrols every other day to insure we have 
supplies and mail and the Base Operations Section hires Iraqi contractors to continue 
improvements on our FOB. 

We are sad to say goodbye to 1SG Morales and 1SG Williams. 1SG Morales was selected to 
attend the Sergeant Majors' Academy and 1SG Williams was selected to join the Division Staff as 
the Division Engineer NCOIC. They have made an impact on the unit and had a tremendous effect 
on the soldiers in the battalion; they will be missed. But we are lucky to have two great soldiers to 
fill their positions, 1SG Wasson is the HHC First Sergeant and 1SG Maxwell is the A Co First 
Sergeant. I would like to wish the best of luck to our departing soldiers…you will always be a part 
of the Gila family.

It is easy to get complacent and the next three months will be our most difficult. The weather is 
brutal, our missions and jobs have become routine and we miss our families. Anti Iraqi Forces are 
still a threat, and we will continue to maintain our vigilance. The R&R program is up and running 
and giving our soldiers a much needed break. We 
expect just shy of 100 soldiers to have taken R&R by the 
end of July. We continue to improve the force protection 
on all FOBs, we look for opportunities to relax, and we 
truly appreciate your thoughts, prayers and mail. Thanks 
for your continued support! If you have any suggestions 
for the website or any questions at all please send me 
an email at blair.schantz@us.army.mil.

LTC Blair Schantz
9th Engineer Battalion
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Message from the

82nd Eng Bn

Rear D Commander

Greetings from Bamberg, 
Germany!!!!  Once again I am 
happy to report that everyone is 
doing well.  The morale of the 
spouses remains high.  

The Bn FRG is currently planning 
a Children's Activity Day, 
scheduled for 24 July. It is 
guaranteed to be a day of fun & 
activities for everyone.  There will 
be Art Activity Booths for the Kids, 
and a Parent Information Center 
for the spouses. All artwork will be 
sent downrange to decorate the 
Battalion's MWR room.

Reminder to family members you 
can still sign-up for guest accounts 
on the  web 
page.  Contact you individual 
Company FRL's for additional 
information.  

I would like to take the time to 
recognize our FRG Leaders for 
their commitment to helping 
families cope with the deployment.  
Ladies, you have gone over and 
beyond what has been expected.  
Thanks for making my job that 
much easier.  You guys are 
awesome!!!!!!!!!!!

As always, thanks to everyone 
who continues to support the Rear 
Detachment.  I would like to once 
again reiterate to family members 

ndthat the 82  EN Battalion Rear 
Detachment remains committed to 
providing the best possible family 
support.  

Thanks for all that you do.
CPT Shay Douglas

www.bluebabesir.com

Message from BLUE BABE 6
Friends and Family of Task Force 82nd Engineer

As this letter is published, a very momentous occasion is occurring here in Iraq as 
we continue the transition of authority to the Iraqi people. As of 1 July 2004, Iraq will 
once again be a sovereign nation with their own government. You might ask, "Why is 
this important and how does it affect my Soldier?"  It is paramount that the new 
government takes over and assists in the development of the country and its security 
structure. This transition will lead to less reliance on coalition forces. It will affect our 
Soldiers in two distinct ways.  From a security standpoint, we will continue to assist 
the Iraqi people in setting the conditions for the success of the new government by 
defeating elements within Iraq who serve to destabilize and disrupt the transition.  
There are still elements within this country that want to hold on to the rogue ways of 
the past.  We will provide additional security to assist the police and the Iraqi 
National Guard during this most tumultuous time.  Second, with a new government 
we will play a lesser role in providing solutions to every problem. The Iraqi people 
and government will instead develop Iraqi solutions to their problems and concerns.  
We will still be available to assist and will provide security as necessary. Nobody can 
predict the future, but indeed this is a first and necessary step for the Country of Iraq 
to begin their transition to a democratic state. 

Summer is upon us and for many Soldiers this may be the hottest summer they will 
ever experience.  Fortunately at this point the Soldiers are acclimatized to the 
environment and have done a great job of caring for themselves under harsh 
conditions. Operational tempo adjustments have also taken place to take advantage 
of the cooler periods of the day. But as you well know, the enemy has a vote as to 
when we must conduct security operations and the leaders and Soldiers of the Task 
Force have met these challenges very well.  I want to recognize and ask for prayers 
for two Soldiers recently wounded in action while serving with us here.  SSG 
Dubberly and LT Honzel continue to be on our hearts and minds as we pray for their 
speedy recovery. Strength and Courage!

This month I would like to thank the Soldiers of Apocalypse for their efforts 
on the West side of the Diyala River in our sector.  The leaders and Soldiers of Alpha 
Company are combat proven and tested. They have conducted a variety of missions 
and have been faced with numerous contacts with the enemy. They have improved 
the security situation in their sector and continue to work to improve the capabilities 
of the Iraqi National Guard. They took over a battalion sized sector and occupied 
their own Forward Operating Base only later to be challenged with conducting a 
relief in place with elements of the 1st Cavalry Division. They eventually closed FOB 
Thunder but continue to operate with extended lines of communications from FOB 
Gabe.  They have developed the governments of three towns within their sector and 
assisted the Iraqi people in many ways.  They also have impressively repelled 
several enemy contacts taking the fight directly to our coward enemies. I am proud to 
have them on my team.

 Finally, let me once again say thanks to the Rear Detachment back in Bamberg for 
their efforts in caring for the Soldiers that are returned early from combat and for 
preparing new arrivals to join us here in Iraq.  Also, a special thank you to the Family 
Readiness Group leaders and all the members of our families. We cannot wait to be 
back with you once again enjoying the comfort you provide.  Keep the light on!

God Bless.

Gerry O'Connor
BLUE BABE 6



Greetings from Wisconsin,

We're beginning the process of going through 
the Engineer Project folders that were left 
when the Group deployed and trying to 
determine what projects need to be completed 
and in what order. We've also received a 
number of new requests that we will try to 
field.

By August, we hope to have a consistent 
weekend and time frame that we can hold 
VTCs between the families back here and 
their loved ones that are deployed. Everyone 
is very excited to see that get under way.

The slow process of receiving our equipment 
has begun. It will be several months before 
our units will have all of their equipment back 
at their armories. The 724th Engineer BN left 
their equipment and will need to fall on 
equipment from a different state. We are 
anxiously waiting to hear more details about 
that.

I've been informed that more care packages 
and letters have been sent to the Group 
overseas and there is talk of adding more 
Wisconsin units to that list.

The summer has been passing by quickly but 
we often think of our fellow soldiers that are 
deployed and wish them a safe and quick 
return.

Essayons!

CPT Dawn Mock
264th En Group 
Rear Detachment Commander

st To the friends and families of the 1 ID, 
Engineer  Brigade...

thAll continues to go well with the 264  En Grp 
st

(Const), Wisconsin Army National Guard, the 141  
En Bn (C)(W), North Dakota Army National Guard, 

th
the 216  En Bn (Cbt Hvy), the Ohio Army National 

th
Guard and the 216  Fire Fighting Team, the South 
Dakota Army National Guard/USAR.

We are very fortunate to be part of such a great 
st

team; such as,  the En Bde and the 1  Inf Div.  The 
leaders and soldiers of the En Bde continue to 
provide leadership, friendship and open 
communication on all levels.  Friendships we hope 
may last.

Our missions continue at a steady pace as we 
st

continue to support the soldiers of the 1  Inf Div 
with improvements to Force Protection and Quality 
of Life.  In addition, we continue to improve 
infrastructure on many of the larger bases.

th
We all enjoyed our 4  of July with an Olympiad 
held on FOB Spiecher. There were events for all 
ranging from Football to Dominoes. The day ended 
with a cook out, a band and a stand up comedian.  
Many enjoyed a few non-alcoholic beers and some 
good times.  We recently dedicated a Chapel in 
our living area with BG Mundt being the guest 
speaker.  We also had a Memorial Service a few 
days ago for one of our fallen 264E Engineers.  
Our efforts move forward with accomplishment of 

stmissions and continued support to the 1  ID.

We hope all is going well for you and your families.  
Your support, love and prayers are felt each and 
everyday by all of us.

Duty First,

Art,
COL Zuleger
Commander, 264E



By CPT David M. Heilman
thAssistant Brigade Engineer, 105  EN BN (M)

A bright flash followed seconds later by a 
loud explosion and the shock wave.  The 
sappers of 2/B/105 Engineer Battalion (EN 
BN) and 1/C/105 EN BN react, “WOOO!  
HOO!  Outstanding!  Awesome shot!”  SFC 
Ronald Rice, platoon sergeant of 1/C/105 
yells, “All right, Sappers! Let's go clear the 
site!” That shot destroys three hundred and 
forty-one 130-mm high explosive artillery 
rounds.  This equates to three hundred and 
forty-one possible improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs) off the streets.  To the 
Sappers supporting the Explosive Ordinance 
Disposal Teams (EOD TMs) in AO Hickory, 
every round destroyed means that is one 
less round that the Anti-Iraqi Forces (AIF) 
can use against US soldiers, Iraqi Security 
Forces and Iraqi civilians.  Knowing this 
keeps everyone motivated through the long, 
hot days of manually digging and stacking 
captured enemy ammunition.  

Eighty-three days after Transfer of Authority 
th th

from 1/17 Field Artillery Battalion, the Sappers of the 105  EN BN and the EOD TMs of the 774  Ordinance 
Company have destroyed over 12,000 artillery, mortar and tank rounds and over 10,000 unserviceable small arms 
rounds.  Other munitions destroyed include over eighteen hundred antiaircraft rounds, over five hundred hand 
grenades, and over 400 RPG-7s, RPG-9s, and other anti-tank missiles, plus countless bags of propellant, various 
land mines, fuses, and plastic explosive.

Yet, there is plenty of work still to do.  Only approximately 10% of AO Hickory has been reconnoitered for captured 
enemy ammunition.  Unlike ammunition supply points in the United States and the large depots in other parts of 
Iraq, the ordinance here must be excavated.  Eastern Diyala province was the site of many battles of the Iran-Iraq 
war.  In their haste to leave the area, the Iraqi Army buried much of the stored ammunition.  This ammunition is 
usually buried in old artillery fighting positions.  SPC James Epley part of the Terrain Team from the 517 Engineer 

thDetachment (DSMT) and SFC Starling S-2 NCO of the105  Engineer Battalion have developed a system using 
satellite imagery and a grid system to identify these positions.  From the air, the fighting positions look like giant U-
shaped berms.  Once these berms are located and grid identified, Sappers are sent to perform a reconnaissance 
of the area.  This technique has proven to be extremely successful in finding old ammunition.  According the MAJ 

th
Thomas Barnett, 105  EN BN S-3, “Our goal is to have reconnaissance on 75% of the AO, destroy as much CEA 

thas possible, and hand over a good product and system to the OIF III unit replacing the 30  BCT.”

st th
The 1  ID area has been positively affected by the successes in the 30  BCT AO.  It is becoming increasingly 
difficult for AIF to find the larger caliber rounds to create IEDs.

105th Engineer Battalion105th Engineer Battalion

th thSoldiers of the 105  EN BN (M), 30  BCT, NC Army National Guard pose in front 
of an Engineer Castle constructed out of old artillery rounds.  Every time 
ordinance is destroyed, a sign is placed with it.  This sign is in memory of 
President Ronald Reagan.

Visit our website:  http://www.1id.army.mil/1id/Units/eng/index.htm  



Hello from Bamberg and the Eng 
BDE Rear Detachment. Your 
soldiers downrange are doing a 
fantastic job and we are supporting 
them 100%. The summer is about 
over. We have had awesome 
spouse and family member 
participation in the FRG events. 
Even though we have many 
families vacationing in the United 
States and Europe, support of the 

FRG has been great. We have 
been receiving regular flow of 
personnel coming back for their 
well deserved R&R Leave. The 
system for getting the soldiers back 
on R&R is working smoothly. I 
would just like to remind you  that if 
you haven't already registered your 
children for the upcoming school 
year, summer vacation is coming to 
a close and the registrar’s office is 
open weekdays from 0800-1500. I 
would again like to say the Rear 
Detachment is here to help you. 
The point of contact is the Eng BDE 
EOC at DSN 469-8982/8983 or 
civilian 0951-300-8982/8983. If they 
cannot help you solve your problem 
they will put you in contact with 
myself or MAJ Kennedy and we will 
work to get it fixed.

SFC Michael Borck
Rear Detachment
NCOIC

stGreetings from the 1  Infantry Division 
Engineer Brigade to all who have loved ones 
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom II. On behalf of the Commander, 
COL William H. Haight III, we remain 
humbled by your sacrifices on behalf of our 
great nation and its part in the Global War On 
Terrorism. COL Haight couldn't be prouder of 
all your teamwork and efforts in this most 
important mission. I just returned from a trip 
to Iraq to visit with our great soldiers and their 
morale is extremely high, as they stay 
focused on their critical mission. COL 
Haight's message is “right now our heart and 
souls are focused on our mission in Iraq, but 
soon they will return back to you.”

 
stDuring my visit, I was able to observe many of the 1  ID Engineer Brigade soldiers performing a 

vast array of challenging missions in Iraq. CPT Dave Unger and the Ministry of Power remain one 
of the biggest success stories in all of AO Danger. My sense is that everything is very positive 
and moving in the right direction. Our soldiers continue to coordinate improvements to the Iraqi 
infrastructure in order to gain support of the people of Iraq and progressively transfer authority to 
Iraqi civil-military authorities.

The HHD is located at FOB Danger on a captured palace compound on the bank of the Tigris 
River. The dining facility is very good and large with a fully operation contacted service with no 
lines. The communication for soldiers to the rear is very good with multiple means available. The 
soldiers live together in a smaller building on the compound about 400m from their work area at 
DIVENG HQ. They live in bunk beds with air conditioning and satellite television service. 

The 9E TF is located at FOB Remagen in close proximity (~ 5-10 km) to FOB Danger. The dining 
facility is extremely good with a fully operational contacted service. The communication for 
soldiers to the rear with family members is very good with a state of the art MWR Internet café. 
The soldier sleep areas consist of container housing units (CHUs) with air conditioning. The 
average seems to be about 2 or 3 solders per CHU with SFC's and above able to live solo in their 
own CHU. FOB Remagen has a beautiful MWR facility recently built from scratch with a great 
gym to include weights and treadmills. The MWR Facility also has a fantastic library and DVD 
viewing area.

The 82E TF is located at FOB Gabe approximately 3-4 hrs south of FOB Danger by vehicle. The 
dining facility is improving with the unit just recently being able to cook its own food rather than 
mermiting all meals, as was previously the case. The communication for soldiers to the rear with 
family members is strong with an MWR phone bank and Internet café available. The soldier sleep 
areas consist of CHUs with air conditioning. The average seems to be about 3 or 4 soldiers per 
CHU with senior leaders in their own small hard-stand rooms. 

stAgain, we couldn't be prouder of every member of this great 1  Infantry Division Engineer Brigade 
Team. The Itremendous love and support 
from all of the Engineer Brigade family 
members is what allows our soldiers to 
keep focused on performing their 
assigned missions to such a high 
standard. Thanks again for your service to 
our Nation during this difficult and most 
important mission.

MAJ David R. Kennedy
Rear Detachment
Commander    

Rebuilding Iraq

Pottenstein Cave Trip
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