COLD FACTS ABOUT WINTER DRIVING

1. Due to the severe winters in the Balkans and especially in the Kosovo area, extreme care has to be taken by all within the Chain of Command.  Poor road repair, lack of shoulders and icy conditions along with snowstorms and icy rain will challenge event the best of drivers.  Each person has to play an equally important role when it comes to driving in this environment.  Defensive Driving has to be the rule of the day in order to continue to provide mission support and service to the soldier.

2. A few tips that will enable you to accomplish this mission safer is listed below:

a. Effects of adverse weather on equipment and cargo can be hazardous so do the following and this will enable you to drive safer.

(1) Use cold weather engine start-up procedures listed in your –10 manual.  Do not race the engine.  

(2) Make sure all lights are cleaned, scrape all windows and mirrors and sweep all snow off the vehicle to include the trailers.

(3) Remember good all-round visibility is the first requirement for safe winter driving.

(4) Check and make sure heaters and defrosters work correctly, this goes along with windshield wipers and blades.  Try and cover your windshield at night this helps to keep it frost free.

a. Maintenance in winter weather also takes a toll on your vehicle here are a few tips to help you keep it running.

(1) Check all fluid levels before during and after operations, it is important to make all three checks especially in very cold area, you need to get the true readings.  This is why you always allow your vehicle to slowly warm up prior to heading out.

(2) Prior to shutting off your vehicle let it cool down properly; attempt to park the vehicle so that the engine is not facing into the wind.  Wind chill adds a few degrees below the regular temperature, and pull you wiper blades away from the windshield so they don’t freeze to the glass, in cold weather this could be critical. 

(3) During extreme cold weather, the vehicle should be started every 4 hours to keep the battery charged.  

(4) Antifreeze/coolant should be checked at regular intervals, ensure windshield washers and, if applicable, alcohol bottles are replenished.

(5) Keep fuel tanks as full as possible to keep moisture from condensing inside fuel lines, filter fuel through a chamois to remove water.

.

(6) Drain air tanks each time you stop, this reduces the chance of moisture in the air tanks and lines.

(7) On brief halts during extremely cold weather, let the engine run at a fast idle so that the ammeter shows a charge.

(8) DO NOT TOUCH METAL WITH YOUR BARE HANDS AND ALWAYS WHEN CLIMBING ON VEHICLES, USE EXTREME CAUTION AND THREE POINTS OF CONTACT.
a. Cold weather requires different driving techniques.

(1) Driving at reduced speeds so you can stop quicker.  It takes three to eleven times more distance to stop a vehicle on pavement covered with ice or snow.

(2) Give turn signals sooner, so as to warn other drivers  which gives everyone more time to react.  Pumping your brakes also helps to give an early warning. 

(3)  Maintain a least triple the normal distance from the vehicle ahead regardless of the speed in which you are traveling.

(4) When starting off try using second or third gear or D2 if automatic and accelerate no more than necessary to keep from stalling.  DON’T ACCELERATE ON SLICK ROADS, THIS WILL CAUSE YOU TO SKID.
(5) Black Ice is another danger lurking along the roadways.  Black ice normally occurs in shaded areas or on bridges from late fall through early spring.  It also occurs where there is bleeding and instability of the asphalt, which causes moistures to form on the pavement.  If you find yourself on black ice do not panic, remove your foot gradually from accelerator, do not brake, steer gently in the direction they want to go and make no quick turning maneuvers.  Remember fresh snow may conceal and icy road surface.

(6) When approaching Hills and grades make sure you select the proper gear, that is the gear that took you up the hill should bring you down.  This will allow the engine to act as a brake, so you will not have to use your brake excessively.

(7) Vehicle jackknife is preventable as long as you brake before the turn, not in the turn, then slowly accelerate smoothly through the turn.  Make smooth gearshifts and clutch engagements.

(8) Most tactical vehicles as part of the winterization kit, have snow chains which can give a good bite in snow or mud but tend to slide and slip on ice and packed snow, so it’s important to know how to properly use your chains and to remember if you need them, you need to drive even slower.

a. Don’t forget the Risk Assessments

(1) Each leader must use the risk assessment process to ensure that all members of the command all the way down to the individual knows exactly what the risks are.  How to identify hazards, how to evaluate the hazards, who makes the risk decision, what controls needs to be implemented, and who needs to ensure they are.

3.  Driving in cold or adverse weather greatly affects the operating performance of your vehicle.  Winter weather presents unique hazards, like snow, slush, ice, black ice so drivers must continually train and gain experience for safe winter driving.  If you remember to slow down and increase intervals you can prevent the majority of winter driving accidents.

