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- Ensure that vehicles and equipment nested in the backs of other vehicles are included in the load plan.  Plan for blocking and bracing XE "blocking and bracing"  materials, and test the plan before loading and movement.

- Do not overgross prime mover carrying a nested vehicle XE "nested vehicle" . Make sure AUEL XE "AUEL"  reflects the prime carrier and its nested vehicle or built-up actual height, length and weight.

- Make sure all nested vehicle XE "nested vehicle" s have all lifting shackles XE "shackles"  in place and inspect to ensure that welds on shackles brackets are sound and that shackles, pins, and cotter keys are the right size.

- Carry extra shackles XE "shackles"  for unit vehicles.  (Shackles often disappear, and the vehicle may not be shipped without them).

- Identify lifting shackles XE "shackles"  by painting the word “Lift” next to them.  Paint “Tiedown  Only” next to tiedown shackles.

- Ensure that  AUEL XE "AUEL"  reflects proper status of  sensitive unit equipment or hazardous cargo XE "cargo" .

- Identify hazardous classes of cargo XE "cargo" , and eliminate compatibility problems. MAKE SURE unit AUEL XE "AUEL"  accurately reflects which vehicles contain sensitive or hazardous cargo.

- Prohibit storage of  loose items in vehicle cabs.  Shifting during  movement  can damage both the item and the inside of  the vehicle.

- Adjust vehicle fuel loads XE "vehicle fuel loads"  so that vehicles arrive with tanks no more than  three-quarters full. Always check with the transportation personnel for the latest in-country standards for fuel tank levels and 5-gallon fuel-can levels.

- Make sure that all hoses are drained if fuel tankers must be purged and that fuel is drained from generators sets before packing.

- Do not drain POL XE "POL"  tanks and hoses onto the ground. Use proper fuel drain cans and dispose of drainings per unit SOP.

- Ensure that vehicles containing compressed gas cylinders (other than fire extinguishers XE "fire extinguishers" ) are placarded on both sides.

- Ensure that oxygen and acetylene cylinders XE "oxygen and acetylene cylinders"  are removed from wreckers and maintenance vehicles.  (Build bottle racks in a trailer, and secure all unit acetylene bottles in the  rack.) CAUTION: Do not overgross the trailer. Stencil unit designation on each bottle. Properly placard the trailer.

- Ensure that  all vehicles are inspected for fuel, oil, and other leaks before loading.

- Ensure that  any vehicle with a brake problem has a big steering-wheel placard stating: “ CAUTION!  NO BRAKES.  DO NOT DRIVE.  MOVE ONLY WITH TOW BAR.”

- At the start of each day, go over standard ground-guide safety procedures and hand and arm signals XE "hand and arm signals" . Stress ground guide use in the motor pool and the vehicle preparation area.
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