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Summer 2002
Section: I


ROADS IN THE
SEVENTH ARMY TRAINING COMMAND (7ATC) AREA
Drivers should be aware of the many peculiarities while driving in the 7ATC Area.

Traditionally, the 7ATC geographical area was considered a low traffic area.  With the many changes over the past few years this is no longer true.  Traffic has increased 200% and the area has become a major thoroughfare between east and west Europe.

The autobahns between Berlin and Nuernberg and Munich (A-9), Heilbronn and Amberg (A-6), Nuernberg and Passau (A-3), and Kempten and Kassel (A-7) experience heavy traffic, often slowing to a standstill (Stau), throughout the year, particularly during the summer vacation season. Trips should be planned to account for lengthy delays.

Highways # 2120, 14, 85, 470, 303, and 505 also experience heavy traffic densities. 

Since the area is the most densely wooded in Germany, hazards of fog and ice may appear abruptly on a normally dry road.  These changes must be anticipated when 

approaching forested areas and particularly bridges.

The Oberpfalz is renowned for its abundance of wildlife.  Animals crossing rural roadways must also be anticipated, particularly during winter months.

Less modern and industrialized than other parts of Germany, a large number of roads are still paved with cobblestones.  Slow farming traffic can be expected everywhere.

The presence of the major training areas in the 7ATC region not only creates 

occasional slow moving convoys but can temporarily lead to the presence of slippery roads due to mud which has been tracked onto the roadway from the maneuver areas and farming traffic.

Throughout Germany, there are strict legal requirements while operating a motor vehicle on German roads.

Although there is no speed limit on German autobahns, unless posted, 130 km/h (81 MPH) is recommended by German authorities.  Excessive speed kills.  Extreme caution and prudence should be exercised when driving on autobahns. Within city limits the speed is 50 km/h (31 miles).  In housing areas, 30 km/h (18.5 miles) is either posted or recommended.  

On all other roads the speed is limited to 100 km/h (62 MPH).

The right lane must always be used except when passing.  On autobahns this restriction also applies to the center lane.

In fog, if visibility falls below 50 meters (164 ft), speed must be reduced to 50 km/h (31 MPH).  Distances may be judged from the reflecting poles which line both sides of the road and are spaced 50m (164 ft) apart.

The peculiarities of driving in the Oberpfalz, have led to higher than average accident rates among local nationals.  This has led to higher insurance rates for local residents.

Nevertheless, with knowledge of, and respect for, the peculiarities driving in the Oberpfalz, driving here can be as safe as anywhere in Europe.



HIGHWAY's  2166, 2234, 299 and 2120

THE MOST DANGEROUS ROADS WITHIN 7ATC/100TH ASG
Driving in Germany is a risky business.  Higher speed limits, higher traffic density, small and curvy roads and unfamiliarity with driving in these conditions all lead to a higher risk of accidents with personal injury.

Driving around the 7ATC community is especially hazardous due to a number of highly used roads.  Highway 2166, 299 and 2120 between Vilseck, Freihung and Amberg are the most treacherous, having been the scene of over ten fatal accidents in the past 15 years.

For the 282nd BSB the most dangerous highway is 2234. This road runs from Parsberg, past gate 1 to the Town of Rohrbach. This road alone accounts for over 21% of the off post traffic accidents. If highway 2165, the road from Amberg to Regensburg, is added to this equation, 32% of the off post traffic accidents are accounted for.

Drivers who drive too fast for road conditions (black ice, snow, rain or fog) and due to improper passing and other dangerous driving also endanger POV drivers / passengers on this road.  This relatively short, narrow and curvy road (7 Miles) involves a lot of dangers, hydro-planning, blind curves, danger of black ice, wild animals crossing, high traffic density and not enough view and space to pass 

slower vehicles.  Everyone must drive defensively.

Commanders, directors and 

supervisors should personally brief all soldiers and Civilians within their units, directorates or offices of the hazards of these Highways.  Briefings should also include a general overview of POV driving safety.


Seat Belt is a Must

Children up to the age of 12, as well as pets, are authorized only in the rear seats. In Germany, children age 12 and shorter than 150 cm (4’11”) must use a suitable restraint system approved by the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE) or U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT).

All occupants must wear seat belts at all times.

Fine for not wearing seatbelt is 30 Euro!

New Traffic rules in Germany effective 1 Feb 2001

A new road sign will be posted at the entrances of roundabouts.  It's a blue circle with three white arrows going in counter-clockwise direction.  The 

combination of the new sign with the "yield" sign will indicate the special traffic rules, like the right of way for traffic already in the roundabout.  Drivers will no longer be allowed to use their indicators when entering.  When leaving the roundabout they must still use the indicators.  Use of hand held mobile telephones while driving is prohibited.  The prohibition does not apply if a vehicle is stationary and the engine is turned off (e.g. traffic jams, in which there is no movement).  Effective 1 April 2001 you will be charged 30 Euro by the German police.  MP will issue traffic tickets indicating 2 points assessed on US/installations.

LOCAL ROADS











