This information contained herein is designed to help remind you of the most common hazards associated with driving conditions in and around GERMANY.

QUESTION:  What is the most dnagerous roadway in GERMANY
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Answer:  SECONDARY roads.  These roads are narrow, winding, and often have little or no shoulders.  AVOID EXCEEDING THE SPEED LIMIT ON THESE ROADS, AND ALWAYS PASS SAFELY.  BE A DEFENSIVE DRIVER.  BE ALERT TO OTHER PASSING VEHICLES TO AVOID THE DANGERS OF HEAD-ON COLLISIONS.  

QUESTION:  How fast is safe on these raods?
Answer:  Safe speeds depend on the skill of the driver, the car being driven, traffic density, and the weather conditions.  Any speeds over the posted speed limit is dangerous!.  

QUESTION:  What is the traffic like?
Answer:   Traffic is very heavy on the roadways around most community areas.  The traffic moves very fast, yet there are large numbers of slow moving vehicle on the roadways.  High speed driving normally only gets you to the next traffic accident faster than the slower traffic.
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DRIVING IN GERMANY CAN BE FUN OR DANGEROUS. 

 IT ALL DEPENDS ON YOU!
QUESTION:  What are some of the major causes of traffic accidents?
Answers:  Slow moving vehicles often congest traffic.  You will find bicycles, farm equipment, horse drawn carts and slow moving trucks.  Stay alert for these and other slow moving traffic, especially in rural areas, cities, and towns.  It is legal, in many areas, for these vehicles to use the roads and they have the same right of way as cars!

· A high speed is a major contributing factor in most accidents.  Even on roads without posted speed limits there are maximum speeds.

· On autobahns 130 KPH is the recommended maximum speed.

· On secondary highways the speed limit is 100 KPH, when not posted otherwise.  Most of the speed limits along highway have been reduced below this maximum limit. Use good judgment, and reduce speed.

· Towns and villages, the speed limit is a maximum of 50 KPH when not posted otherwise.  Often this is too fast for the smaller towns and villages in this area! 

· Construction sites on the roadways are common and cause many accidents.  Obey posted speed limits in these areas and avoidance of the left, or fast lane, is a prudent thing to do.  The right lane may be slower but it provides an extra margin of safety.

· Driving too far for too long without proper rest results in accidents.  Plan trips to allow for ample time to take frequent breaks.  Make sure you get adequate rest before starting out on a long trip.  And don’t forget to buckle-up your seat belt and use child restraints when traveling with children

· Weather conditions: In this area make driving at the posted speed limits dangerous on many days.

· Fog is a major factor in many accidents. When fog reduces visibility the law requires that driver slow down.  An example is; if the fog reduces visibility to less than 50 meters, drivers must reduce their speeds to less than 50 KPH.

· Rainstorms come very quickly and can cause water to remain standing on the roadway.  This can cause your car to hydroplane, or lose contact with the road.  During periods of rain, drivers must be careful to reduce speeds and ensure that tires have adequate tread depth to prevent losing control of the car.

· Black Ice is very common during the months September through April.  This condition is when ice forms on the road surface in very thin layers.  This ice is difficult, if not impossible, to see.  During cold mornings and nights is the most dangerous time for black ice. 

· Snow and ice are another weather related cause for accidents.  Don’t be in a hurry and allow extra driving time to makeup for the slow down in traffic is the smart way to plan..

· Improper passing causes accidents.  Don’t pass on the right, make sure the road ahead is clear and there is enough time to pass.  Be alert to other drivers passing you from the rear -- before passing you must clear all traffic to include traffic from the rear.  When approaching curves, expect that another diver from the opposite direction may be passing.  Stay to the right side of the road and be alert.

· Failure to know the rules of the road and right of ways.  There are many traffic circles and unmarked intersections in Germany.  At traffic circles cars in the circle have the right of way.  At unmarked intersections, drivers must yield to vehicles coming from the right.  Traffic signs are very different then Americans are use to.  Take a few minutes to review and understand their meaning.  Drivers must drive defensively. Never assume you have the right of way!  If you are not sure  -- yield to the other driver!

Drinking and driving is a serious offense in Germany.  In the event of an accident as little as one beer could be enough to get you charged with driving under the influence.  The average German beer is larger then those found in the US and the alcohol content is higher.  Blood alcohol legal levels are lower then most states, when involved in an accident.    

0.3 milligrams blood-alcohol content is the legal limit if involved in an accident.

0.5 milligrams blood-alcohol content is the legal blood-alcohol limit on military installation

.05 milligrams blood-alcohol content is the legal limit for non accident related offenses.

One drink could result in blood-alcohol levels above the 0.3 blood-alcohol levels.

DON’T DRINK AND DRIVE!

BUCKLE-UP!

AND

DRIVE TO ARRIVE!

THAT’S THE BOTTOM LINE! 

QUESTION:  What is an AUTOBAHN?
Answer:  They are the European equivalent to our interstate highways.  The major difference is that speed limits are much higher than those found in the states.  In some areas there are no posted speed limits and it is not uncommon to see carts traveling at speeds well above 100 mph.

QUESTION:  How fast is safe on these autobahns?
Answer:  Safe speeds depend on the skill of the driver, the car being driven, traffic density, and the weather conditions.  Any speeds over 130 kilometers per hour (KPH) or 80 MPH are considered dangerous.  Many sections of the autobahns now have posted speed limits.  When posted, these limits must be followed.

QUESTION:  What is the traffic like?
Answer:   Traffic is very heavy in Germany.  The traffic density is that of New York.  The traffic moves very fast, yet there are large numbers of slow moving vehicle on the roadways.  As a result, traffic jams or STAUs are commonplace on all major highways.  High speed driving normally only gets you to the next traffic jam faster than the slower traffic.
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