
April has been busy here at FOB Summerall.  Our Internet Café had its grand opening, the FOB Summerall Education Center held its first Arabic Head Start Class, Operation “I can” is in full swing (the Division wide fundraising effort to obtain supplies for Iraqi schools), and our plan to provide Iraqi Universities with computer learning centers was recently approved.  We also celebrated Easter and Passover this month, completing the holiday with a delicious turkey dinner.  FOB Summerall is still an imperfect place, but we are doing our best to make it safe and fun for DIVARTY soldiers.


1-33 FA has unrelentingly accomplished its mission one round at a time.  To date 1-33 FA has secured and transported over 1.2 million pounds of enemy munitions.  Not to be outdone, HHB has made great strives in improving the quality of life on the FOB and continues to provide essential services to all of Task Force DRUMFIRE.

The month of April has been a trying month for the Big Red One family and for  our Marine brothers and sisters.  Unrest in Baqubah, Bayji, Fallujah and all over the theater has taken over 100 lives this month alone.  This marks the most U.S. losses since the Vietnam War.  The loss of these soldiers serves as a constant reminder that we are at war and we must show the resolve of our forefathers to defeat this determined, ruthless enemy.  In a very different struggle where life was wrenched away from so many young men, Abraham Lincoln, as part of his Gettysburg address said:

But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate – we cannot consecrate – we


cannot hallow – this ground.  The brave men, living and dead, who

 
struggled here, have consecrated it far above our poor power to add


or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say


here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for the living, 


rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who

fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be 

here dedicated to the great task remaining before us – that from these

honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they

gave the last full measure of devotion – that we here highly resolve

that these dead shall not have died in vain – that this nation, under God,

shall have a new birth of freedom – and that government of the people,

by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.

The soldiers who have given “the last full measure of devotion” in this conflict, have not only sacrificed their lives for our freedom from the terrorists who would by fear deny us that right, but also paid the price for the people of Iraq, so that they may someday benefit from the same liberty we enjoy everyday as U.S. citizens.  I urge you to honor our fallen brothers and sisters with your thoughts and prayers and challenge you to persevere with us in this current endeavor.  For we know we cannot succeed without your love and support.  I thank you for your continued prayers, e-mails, letters and care packages, all of which lift our spirits, make us smile and help us face each day with hope. We love and miss you all.

