In the past 7 months I have seen Baghdad, Mosul, Kuwait City, Tikrit, Samarra, Bayji, Baqubah, Najaf, and Babylon.  I have met with governors, diplomats, senior military commanders, imams, sheiks, and the leaders of the new Iraq.  I have visited palaces, ancient ruins, resorts, battlefields, ammunition caches and almost every FOB the 1st Infantry Division inhabits.  Yet, no architecture, ruin, title, city or man can compare to the men and women of DIVARTY.  Through thick and thin, pleasure and pain, life and death, the soldiers of 1-6 FA, 1-7 FA, 1-33 FA and HHB DIVARTY have endured, succeeded and conquered innumerable foes and missions.  Many of their deeds and duties will never be known and most of their praises remain unsung, yet you know them and love them.  I want to take this opportunity to honor some of these soldiers by using their words instead of mine, and giving them the opportunity to send you a heartfelt hello. So without further adieu, here are your soldiers:
“To my family, just wanted to tell you that I miss all of you and I can't wait to get home.  I miss you and love you very much.  Your soldier, SGT David Mejias, 1-6 FA, FOB Gabe, Iraq.”
“Hey Darling, I want you to know that I miss you, and think of you every second of the day.  You support me more then I could ever ask.  I can't wait until I see you again.  Your loving husband, SPC Chris Castro, 1-6 FA, FOB Gabe, Iraq.”
“To my loving wife, and children, I miss you very much with all my heart.  I am doing well here and working hard to make the time go by faster so I can see you all again soon.  I love you very much and will be home soon.  Love, SPC Andreu Giraud, 1-6 FA, FOB Gabe, Iraq.”
“Hey all, how is everything with you? It’s hectic here, but I am sure the news has informed you of that.  The conditions are improving here, which makes it a lot better.  I’d still rather be there.  Hopefully, I will be soon.  I love you and miss you. Take care, SPC David D. Kiepler, 1-7 FA, FOB Summerall, Iraq.”
I can’t wait for this time to pass, Counting the days for our return,

Home is the place that’s badly missed, When you’re in a country that’s fully dissed.

People plant some death in sand, Hoping to scare you out of their wasteland,

Expecting the worst is how we live, This desert hasn’t any offer to give,

Yet the months are passing, so are mine, Terror in thought a few more times.

I’ve made a mark for my homeland, I hope they know we all do what we can. 

PFC Luke A. Patton, 1-7 FA, FOB Summerall, Iraq

“Hey everyone! I’m doing fine, thanks for your prayers and support. I miss you all, and I can’t wait to see you back in New York!” 1LT Jorge Pena, 1-33 FA, FOB Summerall, Iraq

“To everyone in Rhode Island: We appreciate the love from back home.  It helps us to do our jobs over here.  Red Sox in ’04!”  SPC Eric Priestly, 1-33 FA,FOB Summerall, Iraq

“What’s up! To all of you on the home front…Thank you for the support you all are sending us! We will be home soon!” PVT Christopher Vega, 1-33 FA, FOB Summerall, Iraq

“To all those who support us back in Arizona, thank you very much.  When I see what you all do to support us it makes me very proud to serve my country.  I love you Amber and Alisa.  God Bless America.”  SPC Nicholas Jaramillo, HHB DIVARTY, FOB Summerall, Iraq

“Hello everyone! I miss you all very much. Thank you for all of the letters, cards, and care packages.  A touch of home always makes life better out here.  Please keep me in your prayers.
I hope to hear from you soon.” SSG Patrick Turner, HHB DIVARTY, FOB Summerall, Iraq









                     COL Longo
