May has been another month of hard work and progress for Task DRUMFIRE.  
To date, we have destroyed or hauled over 6.0 million pounds of captured enemy ammunitions.  Every round we remove from these sites, is one less round the enemy can use against our forces and the innocent Iraqi people.  By securing this ammunition, we win silent victories for the Big Red One every single day.  

Our Ministers of Education and Commerce continue to set the standard for the entire Division’s various Ministries.  This month, our Minister of Education facilitated the opening of a computer learning center at Tikrit University.  The facility has 15 brand new computers and provides the faculty and students continuous access to the Internet.  Not to be outdone, our Minister of Commerce has created an Iraqi job database which allows Iraqis to post their resumes on the system and empowers employers with the ability to search only those resumes applicable to his needs.  The Minister of Commerce is also intimately involved in jump-starting the Iraqi date palm industry, which at one time led the world in production.
The new KBR DFAC is being built (slowly but surely), and all of the soldiers on FOB Summerall are eager to exchange their supply of MRE’s and snack food for hot lunches, salads and sandwiches.  We also received a new set of Segovia computers and phones that 1-33 FA used to create “The Golden Connection,” which offers a closer, more reliable means of communication for our soldiers.  The MWR Facilities continue to receive new equipment (ping-pong and pool tables) to entertain our soldiers during their off duty time.  The R&R and FMPP programs are in full swing and we expect to receive even more R&R slots by the end of June.  


On 27 May 2004, we held the first DRUMFIRE games at FOB Summerall.  Soldiers from all over the FOB converged on the DRUMFIRE Gym to compete in basketball, volleyball, horseshoes, weight lifting, dominoes, marksmanship and ping-pong.  Our outstanding cooks from 1-33 FA and HHB DIVARTY catered the event with hamburgers, BBQ chicken, steaks and all of the fixings for the soldiers.  At the end of the day, the Brickfoot rock band performed in the gym and a good time was had by all.


On 31 May 2004, we will celebrate Memorial Day with a 5k run and a special ceremony commemorating our brave soldiers who have died in all our nation's wars.  The celebration of Memorial Day this year has special significance for Task Force DRUMFIRE as we mourn the loss of one of our own.  CPL Nolasco’s death was a tragic loss and LTC Boehme and I are doing everything in our power to ensure all of our facilities are safe for our soldiers’ use.  No matter the cause, his death was not in vain and his spirit lives on in the hearts of all the Golden Lions. 

In 1915, Moina Michael, inspired by and in response to “In Flanders Fields,” penned the following poem that led to the tradition of wearing red poppies to honor our fallen sons and daughters on Memorial Day:
      We cherish too, the Poppy red
      That grows on fields where valor led,
      It seems to signal to the skies
      That blood of heroes never dies.

Please join me in remembering our fallen heroes, past and present, this Memorial Day.  Honor them, and remind our fellow citizens that “the blood of heroes never dies.” As always, we thank you for the continuous stream of letters, care packages, videos, pictures, cards and gifts.  They sustain us and make it possible to persevere toward the goal of creating a safe and secure Iraq run by Iraqis.  We miss you all dearly, and pray that we will soon be together again.
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