Colonel Longo’s Patch Ceremony Comments, 6 June 2004:

As you know, today is the anniversary of D-day, where a seasoned 1st Infantry Division led the assault onto the beaches at Normandy.          

At this very hour, 60 years ago, soldiers just like us – no braver, no smarter, no better trained – were lowering the ramps of their troop carriers, into a turbulent surf that had been kicked up by several days of storm – into a hail of machine gun and anti-tank crossfire, over-laden with gear, both seasick from the channel crossing, and heart sick at seeing the boats all around them sink to the bottom of the sea, taking their comrades in arms with them.

But over the side they went, and attack uphill they did this, slogging through the surf and onto the sand, with no cover, sometimes crossing a kilometer of beach into carefully prepared fields of fire and into the teeth of the defense of what was, well, let’s just say, the second best Army this world has ever seen.

Despite tremendous losses, they drove on.  What makes men, and now women, do that?    It is never for money.   It is never for personal glory, it is never as clean as it looks in the movies.  It is about being a part of something greater than one’s self.  It is about Duty.

The patch you have earned is the same patch that these soldiers wore.  Your mission is no less difficult, your sacrifice is no less great.  You have looked fear in the eye, acknowledged it, and continued the mission.  You have worked for a better Iraq.  You have responded when called.  

The VBIED at our front gate was a great tragedy.  But your heroic actions saved many lives, Iraqi lives.  This country is better for your having served here.

Proudly wear this patch as it symbolizes the legacy and traditions of all the generations of 1 ID warriors.  It ties together the soldiers of General Pershing and with the soldiers of General Batiste and all that served in this glorious division in between.  

Remember all who have fallen in service to this great division and this great Nation.  You are now the heirs to their legacy of courage, selfless service and Duty First.

I am proud to stand amongst you.  I will brag about you for the rest of my life.  Together, we will complete our mission and return to our families.  Finally, I ask God  to Bless each one of you,  I ask God to bless this division and I ask God to bless the United States of America.

