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Holiday Season Safety
1.  Over the past year, you—the Soldiers, civilian employees, and family members of USAREUR—have selflessly and tirelessly supported our nation in the Global War on Terrorism and in military operations around the world. In light of all you have done and continue to do, I would like to extend my sincerest gratitude to you for your sacrifices. While thousands of our soldiers are deployed on missions in Iraq and Kuwait, Bosnia, Kosovo, and a dozen other places, many are still in their garrisons here in Europe. For those of you in garrison, I would encourage you to take full advantage of the upcoming holiday break. Use this time to enjoy some well-deserved rest and relaxation, spend time with your families and other loved ones, and replenish your mental, emotional, and physical reserves.
2.  As you enjoy this brief break from your regular duties, we must all continue to remain vigilant in terms of safety. The holiday season can be deadly, and the month of December is particularly dangerous. Our number-one priority during this time is ensuring the safety and welfare of every Soldier, civilian, and family member.

3.  The USAREUR 2003 Holiday Safety Campaign memorandum (available on the USAREUR Homepage) lists areas of particular concern to all of us during the holidays. These include, but are not limited to, the following:

( Domestic Violence. The holiday period is often stressful. Deployments and pending deployments place additional stress on individuals and families. This stress can lead to spouse abuse and other forms of domestic violence. Commanders and first-line supervisors must pay attention to their subordinates. Being sensitive to their needs will help prevent domestic violence. Individuals should seek counseling if needed.

( Excessive Alcohol Consumption and Drunk Driving. The increased number of social functions over the holidays increases the opportunities for excessive or binge drinking. This in turn increases the likelihood of drunk driving and alcohol-related incidents. Personnel who plan to drink alcoholic beverages at holiday celebrations should do so in moderation and ensure that they have a safe means of getting home. Soldiers should keep in mind that a drunk-driving conviction can end their career.

( Home Fires. Decorations such as candles, trees, and electrical lights and devices all increase the risk of fire in the home. All of us must take steps to reduce fire hazards and prevent fire from turning our holiday celebration into tragedy.

( Recreational Hazards. Winter sports and recreation activities represent significant risk to Soldiers, civilians, and family members. Personnel participating in winter activities should ensure that they have the proper equipment to help prevent injury.

( Suicide. The holiday season can be a very lonely and difficult time for those who are separated from their families and their homes. Leaders must know how to recognize depression and suicidal behavior and respond accordingly. DA Pamphlet 600-70 and Army in Europe Command Policy Letter 28 provide additional guidance.
( Use of Fireworks. Many European countries celebrate New Year’s Eve with fireworks and other incendiary devices, all of which are dangerous. Soldiers and civilians should avoid using fireworks and take extra care to ensure that their children do the same.
( Vehicle Accidents. The winter brings fewer hours of daylight and hazardous conditions (including black ice, fog, and snow). When these conditions are combined with roads crowded with holiday travelers, the likelihood of accidents increases. Making the season even more dangerous is the increased number of drunk drivers on the road during this period. Personnel who plan to travel over the holidays must be advised to drive defensively and to be prepared for bad weather.
4.  By working together and paying close attention to the areas of concern listed above, we can achieve our goal of "No Loss of Life." Once again, I am proud of each of you and grateful for your continued commitment to our nation. Have a safe and happy holiday!



B. B. BELL


General, USA
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