[image: image1.png]USARTEUR
f\ FREEDONS SN, 3N
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE~Z 5

|
J

K&

\

AN Y/MISSION,fANYWHERE!



[image: image2.png]



19 February 2004

[image: image3.png]



SAFETY ALERT

Alcohol-Related Vehicle Fatalities

1.  Tragedy can strike at any time. Two weeks ago, a USAREUR Soldier who had just returned home after spending a year in Iraq was killed in a single-car accident while off duty. The investigation determined that the driver of the car, in which the Soldier was a passenger, failed to negotiate a curve. The car crashed through a guardrail, rolled down a hill, and came to rest on its roof, crushing the Soldier’s skull. The driver had been drinking.

2.  This accident underscores the risks this command faces as large numbers of USAREUR Soldiers redeploy from Iraq to the central region after long deployments. The two greatest concerns are Soldiers driving on European roads and driving while intoxicated.

3.  Returning Soldiers may no longer be familiar with driving in Europe. Others may have deployed to Iraq shortly after arriving in theater, without having much opportunity to drive or to get a USAREUR drivers license. The risk of these Soldiers being involved in an accident is high and increases dramatically when they choose to drive after having a drink or two. Leaders must be actively involved in preventing vehicular accidents.

4.  Leader involvement alone, however, is not enough. All Soldiers, civilians, and family members can and must be involved in accident prevention. A new program initiated by Combined Joint Task Force 7 provides an opportunity for such involvement. This program, called Operation Guardian Angel, encourages families and friends to adopt a returning Soldier and serve as the Soldier’s “safety net.” Through this program, “guardian angels” provide for safety oversight and help ensure Soldiers safely return to duty following block leave or rest and recuperation (R&R). Everyone is strongly encouraged to participate in this program or start one similar to it; it can save lives.

5.  Reintegration is both difficult and challenging. Our main challenge during this time is to ensure the well-being and safety of our Soldiers. The USAREUR Reintegration Model and Bell Sends Message #10-04 outline the command strategy for safely reintegrating returning Soldiers. Leaders, especially rear detachment commanders, can help keep Soldiers safe by concentrating on the execution of tasks outlined in the USAREUR Reintegration Model.


6.  As we thank our returning Soldiers for their contributions and individual sacrifices, we must remind them to practice safety at home. Ensure they are aware of the risks involved when driving on European roads and particularly the dangers of driving while intoxicated. Do not let a tragedy happen on your watch. We must do everything we possibly can to prevent another death as we execute Any Mission, Anywhere.



B. B. BELL


General, USA


Commanding
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