During lawn-mowing season Shriners Hospitals urge parents to exercise caution when using power lawn mower equipment. Every year, Shriners Hospitals for Children treat a number of children who have been seriously injured as a result of power lawnmower accidents. 
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"With children, we know accidents will happen. It's unfortunate that in nearly every situation, the mishap could have been prevented if the parents had just taken a little precaution," said Newton C. McCollough III, director of medical affairs for Shriners Hospitals. 

"Thousands of lawnmower accidents occur annually, with many involving the lower limbs of children," he said. "Children under 14 are at the greatest risk of injury, and those under 6 have the greatest risk of death." 

"We may treat as many as 50 youngsters at our orthopaedic hospitals annually who have lost an arm or a leg, in some cases both legs, because of a power mower accident. The blades on power mowers can be very damaging, and parents must remember that these mowers are not toys for their children." 
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Some of the most serious injuries take place when a parent or grandparent allows a child to ride on a riding mower. "Too often, a youngster will slip or fall, only to get his limbs caught beneath the spinning blades, causing tragic results," McCollough said. "It's very important that parents take the operation of power mower equipment very seriously if they have small children around." 



To help make this year's lawn mowing season a safe one for the entire family, Shriners Hospitals offer the following guidelines: 

· Keep small children and pets far away from power lawn mowers. 

· Ensure that all guards and shields are in place before mowing. 

· Wear safety goggles, long pants and substantial shoes. Do not operate a mower when barefoot or wearing open sandals. 

· Use only a mower with an automatic blade cut-off on the handle. And stay behind the handle for several seconds until the blade stops after releasing the blade control bar. 

· Never reach underneath a mower while it is still operating - even if the blade is not spinning. If you need to remove debris or check the blade, disconnect the wire from the spark plug. 

· Passengers should never be allowed on a riding mower. There are no exceptions! 

· When operating a riding mower, do not ride sideways on a slope. 

· Anyone of any age who operates a power mower must observe every safety precaution to minimize the chance of being injured. 
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