Driving on Ice
As weather conditions change, so do road conditions. During the winter, you may find yourself stuck on a patch of ice or snow. Racing the engine won't help ​ you need traction to get out.

1. To get out of a rut, shovel away the snow (you should always keep a shovel in your trunk during the winter), break up the ice, then try to gently drive away.

2. For better traction, you can also use traction pads under the tires, or spread salt, and/or kitty litter (these should also be in your winter "survival kit") around the tires. Always use gentle pressure on the accelerator.

3. When the roads are icy, drive extra carefully. Reduce your speed. Keep more distance than usual between you and the vehicle in front. Avoid sudden steering, accelerating or braking movements.

4. If you find yourself skidding, don't panic. For rear-wheel skids, shift to neutral or de-clutch. Do not brake. If the rear of the vehicle swings right, steer right, and vice versa.

5. For front-wheel skids, (which usually occur in front-wheel drive vehicles), shift to neutral or de-clutch, steer smoothly into the turn, and do not brake. 

6. For fishtail skids (where the car swings back and forth) shift to neutral or de-clutch, steer in the direction you want to go and do not brake.

7. When skids go too far, the car may start to spin like a top. Hit the brake hard, locking all four wheels. The vehicle may keep spinning, but it will spin along a straight path in the direction the vehicle is traveling.

8. Pay special attention to shaded areas of the road, bridges, and overpasses. These sections freeze first in cold weather, and stay frozen long after the sun has come out.

9. Watch out for black ice, where the asphalt ahead looks black and shiny (in winter, asphalt is a grey-white colour). Slow down, and be ready to shift to neutral or de-clutch. 

