Winter Driving Tips
and Techniques

It seems that every driver has at least one horror story about winter driving. Don't wait for one more reminder; think about driving techniques before the first skid occurs! The please consider th the following tips for safer winter driving.

· Adjust Your Speed to the Current Conditions
When driving in challenging conditions, slow down. Decreasing speed will allow more time to respond when a difficult situation arises. Factors such as the type of vehicle, the quality of snow tires, and your abilities as a driver should all be considered in the speed adjustment.

· Anticipate Difficult Situations
Studies have shown that 80% of all accidents could be prevented with only one more second to react. In many situations, this one second can be gained by looking far enough down the road to identify problems before becoming a part of them.

· Use Grip Effectively
When roads are slippery, use all of the grip available for one thing at a time. Brake only before the curve when the car is traveling straight. Taking your foot off the brake before you steer into the curve allows you to use all of the grip available for steering. Don't accelerate until you begin to straighten the steering wheel when exiting the turn. This technique will allow each maneuver to be 100% effective.

· Maintain A Comfortable Driving Environment
A constant flow of cool air will help to keep you alert, and keep the windows clear of frost. Keeping one window slightly open will allow you to hear sirens and other warning sounds more quickly. Avoid large bulky boots, gloves, and coats, and never drive in ski boots.

· Turn On Your Lights
Whenever daytime visibility is less than ideal, turning the lights on enhances visibility -- and the ability to be seen by others. Remember this rule of thumb, Wipers On - Lights On. When traveling in snowy weather, remember to clear tail lights, signal lights, and headlamps regularly.

· Use Snow and Ice Tires in Winter Conditions
Be aware that an all-season tire is a compromise, and will not perform as well as a snow and ice tire. To maximize safety and control, use the best snow and ice tires available.

