Winter driving
	
	The season poses special challenges for highway travel across much Germany. Freezing temperatures, snow, ice and reduced daylight all affect highway and autobahn travel, and require extra precautions. Prepare your vehicle -- and yourself. 


Winterize your car: Winter can put a vehicle to the test, so it's a good idea to give that car or truck a good check-up in the fall -- before winter arrives. Some things to check: 

· Fluids -- Check the oil, antifreeze and windshield washer fluid. Remember that oil and antifreeze need to be changed periodically. 

· Electrical system -- Check the battery, and test all exterior lights, heater and defroster. 

· Tires -- Check for proper inflation and adequate tread. In some snow areas, you may want to add heavy-duty snow tires, or carry snow chains in the trunk. 

· Snow-clearing gear -- Check the wiper blades, and replace if they're worn. Keep an ice scraper and snow brush in the car, and extra washer fluid. You may want to store a small shovel in the trunk, and some sand or cat litter (for traction). And keep chemical lock deicer both in the car and somewhere outside the vehicle. 

· Emergency stuff -- Motorists sometimes get stuck in snow. So keep a warm blanket or two in the trunk, spare hat and gloves, flashlight, and perhaps some non-perishable food. Just in case.

Driving in winter: Snow and ice can create beautiful landscapes, but also hazards for drivers. Motorists need to drive with extra care and know their limits. A few pointers to keep in mind: 

· Control & speed -- Cars and trucks handle differently in snow than on dry road. And there are differences with light snow, heavy snow, slush and ice. So slow down, and keep a greater distance from other cars and roadside hardware. 

· Ice alert -- Snow is tricky, but ice is downright treacherous. It can be difficult to see, blending in with the road or covered by snow. It can melt during the day but re-form at night. And bridges are especially vulnerable. So leave plenty of room for stopping distance. 

· Brakes and traction -- Make sure you know whether your vehicle has features to improve winter handling, such as anti-lock brake systems (ABS) and traction control. And then learn how to use those features: 
* with ABS: press firmly on the brake pedal, and hold it there; the pedal may pulsate, which is normal with ABS; 
* without ABS: gently pump the brake, so the wheels don't lock. 

· Choose your vehicle -- Remember that small, light cars generally don't do as well in snow as larger, heavier vehicles. And rear-wheel-drive doesn't perform as well as front-wheel-, 4-wheel- or all-wheel-drive. So if you have a choice, select the vehicle that's best for snow. 

· Clean and bright -- Winter weather can mean snow, ice and road splash on windshields, reducing driver vision. The same elements accumulate on headlights and taillights, reducing your vehicle's visibility to others. Clean your vehicle windows and all outside lights frequently, and turn your headlights on low beam in fog or whenever natural lighting is low. 

· Keep a weather eye -- Winter storms can pop up on relatively short notice. Listen to weather reports, and try to avoid driving in snowstorms. And after a storm, wait until roads are plowed before setting out. 

· Know your limits -- Learn what your vehicle can and can't do. And recognize your own driving skill level. Motorists in northern snowbelt states can regularly practice their snow-driving, but drivers elsewhere don't have that same opportunity to develop those skills. Look around for clinics and refresher courses on winter driving and car care.

