Black ice





	Drivers in Europe face one particular danger more often than do stateside drivers:  black ice.  Black ice is a phenomenon of areas that have rapidly changing, extreme temperatures in the low ranges.  While it’s more common in Europe, it also occurs in some Northern and Western States. 


 


	Black ice normally occurs in shaded areas (especially forests) or on bridges from late fall through early spring.  It also occurs where there is bleeding and instability of the asphalt, which causes moisture to form on the pavement.





	Nonreflective road surfaces can camouflage ice (that's why it's called BLACK ice).  A good tip to remember is that if frost or ice forms on car windows, conditions are right for black ice.  Besides, watch the vegetation along the road for indications of freezing.





	Drivers who unexpectedly find themselves on black ice -


  - Should not panic, but stay cool and remove foot gradually from accelerator (& press the clutch with manual gearbox).


  - Should not brake.


  - Should steer gently in the direction they want to go, and make no quick turning maneuvers.





	Alert drivers know about and are on the lookout for black ice.  They use their knowledge to protect themselves when conditions are right for black ice to form.  A good rule is to slow down when approaching bridges and places where the road is in shade, and be especially careful in late afternoon and after dark when temperatures are plunging.  


