[image: image16.emf]If you’ve not read any other newsletter, please read this one!  Our plans for the holidays and welcome home are outlined here.

Battalion Family Brief and 

Deployment Update 

(continues, every fourth Thursday)
1830-2000, Thursday, 26 August

Post Chapel, Leighton Barracks
EVERYONE IS INVITED!!!
AGENDA:

FRG Notes

Finish poster board signing

Thanksgiving tablecloth signing

Rear Detachment Notes
By-Company deployment update

Photos from Downrange
We will offer FREE CHILDCARE for each Family Brief / Deployment Update.  To arrange for FREE CHILDCARE, you must call CYS by the third Thursday, 19 Aug.  To make childcare reservations, call Kristin Boyd at 09321-305-8364. The Leighton CDC (not SAS) will open at 1815 for drop off, and will close at 2015.  Our briefing will begin at 1830 and end at 2000, leaving you time to drop off and pick up your children on time.  Children must be registered with CYS.  For more information regarding registration, call Central Registration at 09321-702-2876.

You may ask Kristin Boyd for Standing Childcare Reservations so you won’t have to call to make reservations each month.  If you won’t make it to a meeting though, please call and cancel your reservation.

[image: image1.wmf]         THANKSGIVING

We will send decorated tablecloths for the soldiers’ downrange Thanksgiving feast.  We’ll have the tablecloths at each Family Briefing and Company FRG meeting in August and September for your messages – turkey handprints and all!  
TUAV, away spouses, parents, extended families:  if you would like to participate, please send your message on a white fabric swatch and we’ll pin or sew them on.  Ensure that your soldiers’ full name is included so we can attach the swatch to the correct cloth!  We will mail the tablecloths on 29 October – which means that you should have them in the mail to us by 1 Oct.  My mailing address is:

Mrs. Frank R. Hall                        
CMR 475 Box 726                        
APO AE  09036             
[image: image2.wmf]OLIDAY DECORATIONS
We are collecting decorations to send to each Company area downrange.  We will accept donations of decorations, new or used, at all FRG functions through October.  Do you have an artificial tree that you no longer use?  We’ll need five trees - one for each company, plus decorations for each.  We should have everything in the mail to downrange by 5 Nov (which means that items coming from the States should be mailed to us by 15 Oct).
Email me at       sid.hall@us.army.mil
STOCKINGS    [image: image3.wmf]
For the holidays, we will be making and stuffing stockings for each single soldier (about 250).  Please begin bringing goodies (hard candies, gum, mints, CDs, DVDs, playing cards – anything small & fun!) to FRG functions.  We’ll also need your help with sewing (even if you can’t sew, you can help by cutting and piecing) and stuffing the stockings – we’re working on the prototype now!   Any ideas?? 
No BDU/DCU/ Army socks
only fun & easy ideas please!
We’ll need to have all stockings in the mail to downrange by 26 November (which means that stockings and stuffings should be mailed to us from the States by 5 Nov).  
Yellow Ribbons,        [image: image4.wmf]
Welcome Home Banners, 
and a Chocolate on Each Pillow
As always, we expect that each married soldier will find a banner hanging on post with a loving message from his or her spouse.  What about the single soldiers?  We’d like to encourage parents and extended families to make banners (poster board or single bed sheet) for their soldiers.  We’ll ensure that all banners are hung in each barracks room.  We’ll also tie yellow ribbons to each barracks door knob and place a chocolate on each pillow.  We’ll need miles of yellow ribbon and plenty of help for this task!  
We’d like to have the posters and banners by mid-January.  We’ll need to have time to double-check our rosters to ensure that there is a banner for each soldier (and make some so that no one is left without).  You’ll need to mail your banners from the States on or about 3 January to ensure they arrive here on time.  Again, you can mail the banners and any donations to my address (shown on page 1.)

GOODY BAGS         [image: image5.wmf]
Our soldiers will have been traveling for days by the time the buses arrive at the gym.  They’ll be tired and hungry.  In addition to the traditional sandwiches and cake at the gym, we’ll offer take-out goody bags with water, juice, crackers, gum, hard candy for each soldiers’ return.  We’ll need donations of all of these items, and of course help in preparing the bags.  Bags will need to be filled and ready for the ADVON return beginning in January.
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WELCOME HOME BALL
“Get out your best dresses, ladies” - We are planning a traditional Ball (formal dress) in the April / May timeframe.  Our goals are to include everyone and to keep the costs as low as possible.  To accomplish this, we’ll need to start raising funds now.  We need your ideas and your support.  Please try to support each fundraiser that we’ll hold.  
Most importantly, please help to make this a very special evening for the entire Battalion by attending.  This evening will be one to celebrate our Battalion Family - we hope you will join us.  
“The happiness of life is
 made up of little things – a smile, a hug,
 a moment of shared laughter.”

Notes from the BN FRG Leader –

Happy Half-way Month! I know that many of you are thinking, “Oh my gosh, they’re asking for so much!”  Yes, we are, but our soldiers deserve every bit of tinsel and yellow ribbon that we can find.  Please remember that if everyone pitches in, we’ll make quick work of each of our projects.  

We have made it very nicely to our half-way point.  Thank you all so much for taking such great care of each other.  We have been blessed with wonderful volunteers and wonderful friends who are committed to supporting soldiers and families.  

Much of that support comes from our Rear Detachment.  Thanks to everyone for the fun Organization Day held on 24 July.  MSG Rivera and her team did a wonderful job in planning and preparing for the day.  Lunch was terrific – thanks to SSG Pulley and the DFAC and to everyone who brought a dish to share.  The sumo suits, piñata, and water balloons were big hits with the kids – and a few of the soldiers!  

Let’s make the next six months fly as quickly as the last by staying busy.  Please attend the Family Briefings, FRG meetings and outings, and unit coffees.  Share your ideas, questions, and comments.  Remember that your FRG Leaders volunteered to help because they want to help.  And always feel free to contact me too:  0931-404-7634 or sid.hall@us.army.mil.

Parents and Extended Families:  Want to be a part of the fun, but don’t quite know where to send your donated items?   Please feel free to send anything to my address (shown on page 1).  If you include a short note or tag with your soldier’s name, we’ll ensure that your donation goes to the correct company, otherwise your donation will be used the Battalion (471 soldiers to support!)  In advance, you have my heartfelt thanks for anything that you can do or provide for our soldiers.  Keep sending those cards & letters!
Thank you all for your support ~ Sid


Standardized FRG Meetings Dates – To make planning easier, and so you will always know when to expect meetings, the following is the schedule for BN Family Briefings and Company FRG Meetings.

Especially during the summer months, please double check with your FRG leader to ensure that your FRG will hold its next meeting as listed here.   (DYRR = Division Yellow Ribbon Room near Gerbrunn Gate):  

BN Family Briefing/Deployment Update – every 4th Thursday, 1830-2000, Post Chapel

HHOC – 3d Wednesday, 1800, BN Conf Rm
A Co – 3rd Tuesday, DYRR,1900
B Co - 2d Thursday – 1800, DYRR
C Co – 1st Monday – 1830, DYRR
D Co – 2d Tuesday – 1800, DYRR

Please remember to let the Rear Detachment and / or your FRG Leader know when you will be away.  Whether you’ll be gone a few days or a few months, the Rear Detachment must know where you are in case of an emergency with your soldier.  Contact MSG Rivera at 0931-889-6369 or your FRG Leader.  
Almost as important – please remember to let the Rear Detachment know when you’re home again.  They cannot reinstate your COLA (if it was changed) if they do not know you are back in Germany.
“Never give up.”




~ Winston Churchill

Walk with the Rear D Commander – earn double miles for Walk to Iraq - and Back, by walking with CPT Burke and MSG Rivera.  Check the Battalion bulletin board for upcoming dates.  
Magazine Drive – We are still accepting your donations of magazines and books to send downrange.  Please leave any donations at the Battalion Conference Room and SSG Liner will mail them out.
Photos NEEDED – We can’t have photo shows without photos!  Please continue to copy any photos that you receive from your soldier to MSG Rivera or SSG Liner so that they can include them in our photo shows.  Also, they prepare family photo shows to send to our soldiers, and need photos of you and your family at work and at play.  Contact MSG Rivera at 350-6369 / 0931-889-6369.  Our soldiers want to see photos of families as much as we want to see photos of them!



DFAC Family Night – The DFAC (Dining Facility) will be closed for extensive renovations 13 August – 13 February 05.  The ASG and BSB are hoping to continue with Family Night at the Cantigny Club.  We’ll pass the word if this is a possibility.  

Community Showcase - 21 Aug, 1000-1700, agencies will host a variety of displays showing what they have to offer to the community, Leighton Helipad (across from the 24hour Shoppette).

Stress Management and Coping with Change, Presenter: Ms. Anne Cohn, SWS, Wednesday 18 August 2004, 1200-1300, 1st Floor Hospital, METS Room 109.  Get 4 Walk to Iraq e-miles for attending!
Education Center – Term 1 College Schedule:  Registration:  9-20 Aug, Classes Begin:  23 Aug, Classes End:  15 Oct

For info, call Ed Center, Larson 355-2774

Leighton, 350-7181, Gieb 352-7291

Employment – Please check http://www.chrma.hqusareur.army.mil or www.cpol.army.mil for a complete listing of Job Vacancy Announcements within the NAF and AF Systems. 

417th Base Battalion Website: http://www.98asg.wuerzburg.army.mil/417/
 - for information on events and activities, click on Community Info (source on the navigation bar.)

Club Beyond Booster members -  Meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7PM. POC:   Mary Ann Nelson at manelsonhead3@aol.com.  For summer schedule and club info contact:  Dusty & Kristina Overby – Middle School Interns, doverby@mac.com, 0171-986-9168 cell Joey & Kristina McCloskey – Community Directors kristinamccloskey@runbox.com
0170-710-9805 cell.
Wuerzburg Community Spouses Club - are looking to hire a Manager for the Hearts and Hands craft boutique and an accountant technician.  Email: wcsc_army@yahoo.com for more information and an application.
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 American Red Cross
Volunteer Orientation, Healthy Baby/Healthy Pregnancy, Babysitter Training classes.  
Please call DSN 350-1760 or 355-2478 for information pertaining to location and fees.
Spencer’s Layette Program - Spencer’s Infant and Children’s Clothing Co. & American Red Cross offer you this special gift.  To qualify for this gift, the service person must be, or have been deployed supporting:

·  Operation Enduring Freedom 

·  Operation Iraqi Freedom

*Please bring copy of orders/birth certificate

*To request a layette, please contact your local American Red Cross for details.  355-2478/09321-702-2478, Retroactive to September 11, 2001.
ARMY COMMUNITY SERVICE

Telephone numbers for local Army Community Service Offices are:

Kitzingen- 355-2848/09321-702-2848
Wuerzburg- 350-7103/0931-889-7103
Giebelstadt –(Tues & Wed 9-4 until further notice) 352-7877/ 09334-87-7877
F.U.E.L- Fully understanding, expressing and listening - A communication skills workshop, 3rd Tuesday of each month 0830 – 1130, ACS 350-7103.  
TDY- Totally Devoted to You - Strengthen your marriage with loving communication.  Whether you are dating, or married, you can create and nurture a meaningful and passionate relationship.  4th Tuesday of each month 0900 – 1600, ACS 350-7103.

Stress and Anger Management  - Family Advocacy holds workgroups on the 1st Tuesday and an advanced workshop on the 3rd Tuesday of each month, ACS 350-7103.

Parenting Skills Workshop - Family Advocacy holds workshops every 2nd Tuesday of the month from 0900 – 1600 to help families connect, grow and prosper.  ACS, 350-7103.

Microsoft Office classes – FREE Beginner, Intermediate and Advanced classes, ACS 350-7103.
FRL & FRG Leader Training - 24-26 Aug, 
0900-1600 hours, Leighton ACS, 350-7103.
Special Messages on DVD – Record a special message on DVD for your family before you deploy or families can record a message to send to their soldier downrange.  FREE service donated by AAFES. Please visit the Division Yellow Ribbon Room for more information or to make an appointment.
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On-Site Child and Youth Registrations Locations in Every Community Each Month:
17 August Giebelstadt CDC

18 August Kitzingen CDC

19 August Leighton CDC 

21 August Leighton YS
By Appointment Only, must bring current LES &/or pay stub, child’s social security number, registration packet (available at all facilities) and 1 Emergency contact.   Please call Central Registration at 09321-702-2812.
Parents’ Night Out


Giebelstadt CDC; Bldg. 560 GAAF
 21 August  18:00 – 00:00  $12. per child POC:  Kristie Rusk 09334-877265. 
Part Day Programs
Part Day Preschool - all CDC’s M,W,F a.m. sessions     Toddler Time - all CDC’s T & TH  a.m. sessions     Registration Begins 01 Aug – must be CYS registered.  POC: Central Registration 09321-702-2812.
Sports Registration for 6-15 years olds - To provide registration opportunities for Flag Football, Cheerleading and Soccer for CYS registered youth.  Central Registration; Bldg 12  Larson Bks.  9-21 August POC:  Niki Smith   09321-702-2812/2876.
Family Child Care Providers are needed!!! Training is provided by Child and Youth Service.  Start up support is available through the CYS.  Lending Library.  Professional Insurance and patron fees are supplemented through the FCC Subsidy program; additional money for specialized types of Care.   POC:  Jackie Nitsche at 09321-702-2817. 

Child and Youth Services Positions - A variety of positions are currently available in working with children and youth.  Benefits include professional training that is DOD transferable, competitive wages with increases directly tied to completion of training, college tuition assistance, flexible work schedule and many others.
Teen Stress Buster Breakout  

•For all Teens of the 417th BSB     [image: image10.wmf]
•Activities 
•Breakout Seminars                        
•Fun and Games

•5th August – Cantigny Club – 10:00 to 15:00
CYS 2004 Summer Camp Schedule –
Basketball, $30.00, Aug 2-6, High School

Golf, $30.00, Aug 9-13, Larson Brks

Tennis, $30.00, Aug 16-20, Larson PFC

Soccer, $30.00, Aug 23-27, HS or MS Field  Also, hiking, tennis, swimming, crafts, music, and technology based camps.  Theresa Ikstrums 335-8362.
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*Story hour services children from age Birth to 7 years of age.
End Zone 
Aug 11 Larson Library Grand Opening 11 A.M., Children's Story Hour "Frogs a Leapin'" at 2 P.M., Children's Story Hour "Amazing Animals" at 4 P.M., Aug 19 "Twilight Tales" Evening Story Hour 6-7 P.M. 

Leighton Library
Aug 18
, "Twilight Tales" Evening Story Hour 6-7 P.M., Aug 26 Joint Project between EDIS & the Library: Book Making for Parents & Story Hour for Children. 10-11 A.M. 

Giebelstadt
July 22 Sports and Science Day.  Find out how science affects the world of sports 2 P.M.  

For more details call the Leighton Library/ Sarah Radke at DSN:  350-1740 or CIV: 0931-889-1740.
Tell Your Iraq Story - Next deadline is 1 December to any 417th Library or Bldg. 113 DCA Office Harvey.  For more details call the Leighton Library / Sarah Radke at 

DSN:  350-1740 or CIV: 0931-889-1740.
School Liaison Office   [image: image13.wmf]
Free and Reduced Lunch Procedure/Free and Reduced Lunch applications are available at:

Central Registration
(Larson)

ACS 


(Leighton)

School Liaison Office (Harvey , Bldg 109, Rm 203)

Completed applications can be returned to the above locations.  Determination of eligibility will begin 1 August and continue until the end of the 2004-05 School Year.  POC Eliane Wentz DSN 355-8218, CIV 09321-305-8218, eliane.wentz@cmtymail.98asg.army.mil.
Teacher Welcome Back!  The School Liaison Office is looking for a few parents to assist with the planning of a community-wide “Welcome Back Teachers” event.  If interested please contact Eliane Wentz DSN 355-8218 or Civ 09321-305-8218.
Sports and Fitness   [image: image14.wmf]
Patriot’s Day Run - This day is officially designated for recognizing our military and civilian heroes.  5K, 10K, and HALF MARATHON runs in Kloster Forest on 11 September 2004.  Registration opens at 0900 and the races begin at 1000.  For more details call 355-8847 or civ. 09321-305-8847 or stop by your local sports office.   
Teen Muscle - Teens may sign up for certification classes at all 417th BSB fitness centers which allow entry to the gyms without parental supervision.  Classes are held every Thursday at 2pm at all fitness centers.  POC is Sylvia Garcia, Fitness Coordinator, 355-8847/09321-305-8847
Walk to Iraq and Back - Check Out the Big Red Wellness Website for the 100 mile Scavenger Hunt!
http://www.wuerzburg.healthcare.hqusareur.army.mil/Wellness/index.htm

Walk to Iraq and Civilian Fitness Program Assessment Dates!  Attend a FREE fitness assessment (Heart Rate, Blood Pressure, Body Fat, Cardiovascular Fitness and Flexibility Assessments).  Mandatory for anyone receiving a pedometer for Walk to Iraq or participating in Civilian Fitness, Voluntary for anyone else:
•WMEDDAC:

–Prev Med (3NW31) 
13 Sept, 0900-1200

•417th BSB: Leighton Gym, 15 Sept, 0900-1500

–Harvey Gym, 16 Sep, 1200-1700


•POC Anna Courie: 350-2202 (0931-804-2202) or Sylvia Guise: 355-8847 (09321-305-8847)
Make it a habit to do nice things

 for people who’ll never find out.

417th BSB Community Recreation
2004 FUN RUNS
(double miles for Walk to Iraq – 355-8847)

21 Aug, Community Show Case Fun Run

11 Sep, Patriot Day Fun Run

23 Oct, Breast Cancer Awareness Fun Run

20 Nov, 5th Ann Turkey Trot 5/10 K Fun Run 18 Dec, Jingle Bell Jog Fun Run
Travel[image: image15.wmf]  Info
Pretravel Briefings – all personnel (military, civilian, and family members are reminded to obtain a Pretravel Briefing from their respective S-2 prior to ANY travel outside of the continental United States.  Questions?  Contact the Rear Detachment or Linda Wyatt, 417th BSB Security Manager, 355-8569.  

Main River German/US Concert

Nice evening by the river serenaded by a 
German Military Band and a U.S. Jazz ensemble.  Under the Old Main River Bridge (Kitzingen), When: 20 Aug, 2004, open to all.
German/American Fest - Rides, music, food, drag racing.  Harvey Barracks, 3-5 Sep, open to Americans and Local Nationals.
FAMILY FRIENDLY GETAWAY TRIPS 

5 AUG

*NUERNBERG ZOO*

18 AUG 
*POTTENSTEIN*

BUSES DEPART:
0900 
Marshall Heights Shoppette

0900
Leighton Fitness Ctr. PKG Lot

RETURN: 

1700 
Leighton Fitness Ctr. PKG Lot 

1700
Marshall Heights Shoppette 
 

To reserve a seat you can stop by the office, located in building 22 on Larson barracks, (Mon, Thurs or Friday) or simply call 

DSN:  355-8629 or CIV:  09321-305-8629
BATTALION & 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
(Div YRR = Division Yellow Ribbon Room, near Gerbrunn Gate)
AUGUST

3
HHOC FRG – Krystal Palm Beach

4
Leighton Town Hall/Div Deployment Update, 1800, Post Theater
5
Teen Stress Buster Breakout, Cantigny Club, 1000-1500
5
ODR, Nurnberg Zoo

6
Town Hall, 1800, Wburg & Kitzingen

9
USAREUR Training Holiday

9
C CO FRG Mtg, 1830, Div YRR
12
B CO FRG Mtg, 1800 Div YRR

12 ?
A CO FRG Mtg & VTC with CPT Fast, BN Conf Rm, Time to be announced

13
DFAC closes for renovation
14
HHOC – Dining Out @ Food Court
15
German Holiday
17
CYS On Site Registration, Giebelstadt
18
CYS On Site Registration, Kitzingen
18
ODR, Pottenstein Day Trip

19
CYS On Site Registration, Leighton
19
Deadline for Childcare reservations
19 
HHOC FRG Mtg, 1800, DYRR
20
Main River German/US Concert

21
Community Showcase & Fun Run
21
CYS On Site Registration, Leighton
21
Parents’ Night Out
24-26
FRG Leader Training, ACS
26
BN Family Brief & Deployment Update, 1830-2000, Leighton Chapel
27
German/US Concert on Main
SEPTEMBER

2
TFVictory Organization Day

2-5
Schweinfurt Spouses Club Bazaar

3
USAREUR Training Holiday

3-5
German / American Fest, Harvy Brks

6
Labor Day – Federal Holiday

6
C CO FRG Mtg, 1830, Div YRR
7
First day of school, 2004-2005

9
B CO FRG Mtg, 1800 Div YRR

10
Town Hall, 1800, Wburg & Kitzingen

10-12
German/American Fest, Kitzingen
11
Patriot’s Day

13-16
WTI Health Assessments

14-15
Blood Drive, Leighton Gym

14
D CO FRG, Mtg, 1800, DYRR

15 
HHOC FRG Mtg, 1800
21
A CO FRG Mtg, Div YRR

23
Town Hall, 1800, Giebelstadt

26
Leighton FRG Night (No BN Family Brief/Dep Update this month), 1830-2000, Leighton Theater
OCTOBER

1
Town Hall, 1800, Wburg & Kitzingen

4
C CO FRG Mtg, 1830, Div YRR
8
USAREUR Training Holiday

11
Columbus Day – Federal Holiday

12
D CO FRG, Mtg, 1800, DYRR

14
B CO FRG Mtg, 1800 Div YRR

15-17 ?  Kitzingen Fall Bazaar, Harvey Brks

19
A CO FRG Mtg, Div YRR

20 
HHOC FRG Mtg, 1800
23
Breast Cancer Awareness Fun Run

28
BN Family Brief & Deployment Update, 1830-2000, Leighton Chapel
31
Halloween, Trunk or Treat?
NOVEMBER

1
C CO FRG Mtg, 1830, Div YRR
1-3
Fall Clean Up

4
Veteran’s Day Ceremony

5
No school for students, teacher wkday

5
Town Hall, 1800, Wburg & Kitzingen

9
D CO FRG, Mtg, 1800, DYRR

11-12
Veteran’s Day – Federal/USAREUR Training Holiday

11
B CO FRG Mtg, 1800 Div YRR

16
A CO FRG Mtg, Div YRR

17 
HHOC FRG Mtg, 1800
20
Turkey Trot Fun Run

25-26
Thanksgiving – Federal/USAREUR Training Holiday

26
No school – recess day
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