Hi,

All is well here in Iraq with members of the Main Team.  No soldiers were wounded.  Two soldiers had minor safety related injuries, but both were immediately returned to duty.  We had a very successful week of supporting the First Infantry Division. 

MG John R.S. Batiste, our Commanding General paid us a visit.  He looked at our Consolidated Warehouse and  praised the soldiers for the mountains of supplies they are handling in support of the division. MG Batiste told them about the division’s exciting progress in eliminating hard line elements that stand in the way of getting the good people of Iraq in control of their country and their future.  

He happily posed for photos with soldiers from Alpha and Delta Company.  Morale was very high after this positive visit.  From there we moved on to Charlie and Echo companies where the visit went much the same.  All our soldiers felt pumped up for hosting the First Infantry Division Commander and being told their efforts were fundamental to the success of division’s mission.  

Last week I provided the manes and dates for all soldiers that were celebrating a birthday in April.  This week I have included all the May birthdays in case people back there want to send cards.  The CSM and I send each and every soldier a personalized signed birthday message.  The average is about 100 a month.  The deployment temporarily halted this, but we have it going now.  

Happy Birthday to the following soldiers:

	1LT TERESA SWANSON
	1 May

	SPC VISHNUTIVANO LAVORRKKAETTI
	1 May

	PV2 CHRISTIAN CARDENAS
	1 May

	CW2 JAMES BARNETTE
	2 May

	SSG BRIAN RICHARDSON
	2 May

	SGT JACOB WOODEN
	2 May

	2LT JACQUELINE GREGG
	2 May

	SPC CARLA MCLEAN
	2 May

	SPC LAWRENCE TARR
	3 May

	PFC KEVIN SYKES
	3 May

	PV2 MATTHEW YORK
	3 May

	SPC ROBLIN PRASAD
	3 May

	SFC JAMES BIRKETT
	4 May

	PV2 GEOFFREY MCLEAN
	4 May

	CPT JAY HARDY
	5 May

	SGT DAKENAH JOHNSON
	5 May

	SGT SHANNON COOK
	5 May

	SPC NOVELETTE RYAN
	5 May

	SGT CHARLES ORIUWA
	6 May

	PFC MYRNA RESENDEZ
	6 May

	1LT STUART WARREN
	6 May

	SPC NELSON JOHNSON
	6 May

	PV2 MACK ROBERTS
	6 May

	SPC CHRISTOPHER PARKS
	7 May

	SPC RICHARD WOODLEY
	8 May

	SPC TAM NYGUYEN
	8 May

	SGT LEROY WARREN
	9 May

	PV2 JEFFEREY PARKS
	9 May

	SPC JASON MAY
	10 May

	SSG JOHNNY BROWN
	11 May

	CPT ROBERT JOHNSON
	11 May

	SPC BRADFORD GLAU
	11 May

	SPC POLLY LOVELACE
	11 May

	MAJ JAMES STEIN
	12 May

	SGT EDWIN GWIRA
	12 May

	PFC MICHEAL RAYBURN
	12 May

	CW2 WILLIAM MOORE
	13 May

	SGT MARY MCNEELY
	13 May

	SGT DANA MCCORMICK
	14 May

	PFC TAUSHA BRITTON
	14 May

	PFC ARACELI MIRAMONTES
	14 May

	SSG KAREEM STEWART
	15 May

	SPC KEITH MORGAN
	15 May

	SFC LEON WASHINGTON
	16 May

	SPC KELLY GRAY
	16 May

	CPT JESSE KING
	17 May

	PV2 KYLE CRANE
	17 May

	SPC BRANDON WELBOURN
	18 May

	PVT WILLIAM W. JEWELL
	18 May

	SPC DARNELL HARRIS
	19 May

	1SG RAMON DEGRACIA
	20 May

	SPC NATHAN SOLOMON
	20 May

	PFC FENEL PHILIPPE
	22 May

	SGT WARREN HARDY
	23 May

	SPC CURRY ELLIS
	23 May

	SPC CHRISTOPHER HURST
	23 May

	PV2 JENNIFER WEBER
	23 May

	SGT ADRIENNE BARNES
	24 May

	SGT TAMMY HARRIS
	24 May

	SPC JESSICA COOPER
	24 May

	SGT AUSTIN WATERS
	25 May

	SFC ANDRES LORA
	26 May

	SGT JOE CAIN
	27 May

	PFC PETER SIMPSON
	27 May

	SGT RICHARD JOHNSON
	28 May

	SPC WILLIAM MCDONALD
	28 May

	CW3 EXEL MORICANDELARIA
	29 May

	CPT STEPHEN HYLAND
	29 May

	PFC KORY IVERSON
	29 May

	PFC NATHALEE FORBES
	29 May


May Birthdays Continued:

	SPC LOREN PINO
	30 May

	SFC THOMAS GRAHAM
	31 May

	SGT KAREN FLEMING
	31 May

	2LT KATARINA KING
	31 May


Congratulations to 1SG Stanley Parker our HHD First Sergeant in honor of his promotion to Master Sergeant on 

1 May.   CPT Ryan Williams promoted him, SPC Joseph Simpson and PFC Danilo Alonzo in very nice combined ceremony.  

Delta Company started yesterday out by running up up to the Battalion HQ where It was my honor to reenlist 

SGT Richard Castillo and 2LT Trey Garcia swore in 

SPC Hweroshick, both got nice bounses for reenlisting while in Iraq.  CSM Branch and I were invited down to Delta Company later in the day to see SSG Cynthia Mostella promoted to Sergeant First Class. 

I went out on combat logistics patrol led by 1LT Tomas Campbell to FOB Danger to Check on the Charlie Company MST and gave coins to SFC Tjerina, LT Owen, SGT Parrino, SGT Surette, SGT Vinci (D Co), PFC Castro, PV2 Lazus.  I checked their rooms in the palace.  It sits on very pretty lagoon  and found that they were living quite large…in fact they may never want to come back.  

I also peeked in on Alpha Companies Fuel point.  They were doing their usual fine job. I also visited one of our doctors CPT Suzin Tyner who is attached to 

1-18 Infantry despite the opulence of palace life I think she will be ready to come back to FOB Speicher next month when her tasking is over since she is the only female living with over 700 infantrymen.  

One of the highlights of this trip was riding over to Danger in a 5 ton tractor with Alpha Companies PFC Jewel Sharpe and riding back with Bravo’s

SPC Holli Wood.  When we got back to Speicher I was refueling SPC Wood’s truck and the coupling popped on the hose and I got doused with fuel.  I am sure there were a few chuckles from members of the convoy, but none let on.  I still smell like JP8.   In spite of this it was still great trip and I was very impressed with the entire mission.  Great job to all.  

We are praying for PFC Michael Tenley (B Co) and his mother Debra as he travels home to be with her after a massive heart attack.   I would ask you to please do the same for  PFC Jamie Blasi (A Co) who lost her grandmother this week.  

All of you and our soldiers are doing tremendous and important things in support of our deployment.  I mailed you all video last Sunday that should arrive very soon.  So you can see some of those you love and the success we have had so far.  Please stay safe and keep the faith.  

God bless you all

Drex Ross

Main Team All For One

