
We have almost completed our second month in theater and I am pleased to report that the majority of the members of HHB DIVARTY have arrived safely in Iraq.  Some came by air, others traveled by land, but we all ended up at FOB (Forward Operating Base) Lancer (now known as FOB Summerall, named for the Medal of Honor winner who served as the 1ID DIVARTY and Division Commander).  HHB eagerly awaits the arrival of the remaining members of the DIVARTY team who are still working hard with Task Force Break Out at Camp Udairi, Kuwait.  We promise to give them a warm welcome.  I would also like to welcome elements of 12th Chemical Company, 1-113 FA from North Carolina, among others to the Drumfire Team.  As you already know HHB shares FOB Summerall with 1-7 FA and 1-33 FA, who are both settling into their accommodations and focusing intently on their missions.


The advanced team that arrived in February has made great improvements to the FOB.  FOB Summerall is growing up before our very eyes.  The new gym facility, which has a full length basketball court, bleacher style seating, male and female dressing rooms, office space, an internet café, shower facilities and a weight room is scheduled to open at the end of the month.  Our PX opened last Saturday and has been packed ever since.  We also have the benefit of a local vendor who provides a wide variety of goods that have proven unique and useful.  Two MWR facilities house Big screen TVs and plenty of seating for our soldiers to enjoy AFN, and special programming like the March Madness College Basketball Tournament.  The DFAC has graduated from T-rations, water and Cool-aide to fresh fruit, Gatorade, Diet Coke, Breakfast bars, trail mix, cakes, cookies, beef jerky and hot cooked meals.  Our cooks continue to a fabulous job and we are very happy to have them here with us.  

Every member of Task Force Drumfire is living in a building (no tents) with access to showers, sinks and toilet facilities.  Each room has an air conditioning unit and we are planning to issue mosquito nets to everyone.  Now, I cannot promise that everything works properly all the time, but our maintenance team has enlisted the aid of local Iraqi contractors and we are minimizing the “unreliability factor” inherent in the FOB infrastructure.  It is by no means a perfect system, but we try to make it a better place to live everyday.  

In the midst of all of these improvements, we are moving full speed ahead with our assigned mission and doing our part to ensure a safe and secure Iraq run by Iraqis.  Every soldier is an essential part of our team.  As you know our mission sometimes brings us into harm’s way and unfortunately, DIVARTY has lost one of its brave sons.  A soldier from 1-6 FA BN, recently lost his life during a combat mission near the city of Baqubah.  Please remember his family in your thoughts and prayers as they celebrate the life, and mourn the loss, of this outstanding DIVARTY soldier.  I want you to know that I am doing everything in my power to ensure that your loved ones return to you safe and sound and am truly saddened by this recent turn of events.

Thank you so much for the support you have given us in these first two months of the deployment.  We are all thoroughly enjoying the care packages you have sent. Not a day goes by where we do not think of you, miss you, and wish we could be with you.  In these times I have taken comfort in Paul’s letter to the Galatians where he wrote, “Do not grow weary when doing good, for you shall reap [a harvest], if you do not lose heart.”  In our constant struggle against our foes, and in our bid to continually do good in a place at times influenced by those who are bent on doing harm, you who support us from afar, bolster our hearts and make it easier to persevere.  Thank you.
