Four months ago the Army announced its order to retain the 1st Armored Division and 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment 90 days past their initial one-year tour in Iraq.  After the issuance of this order, the 2 ACR left East Baghdad and took control of two strategic cities southwest of Baghdad, An Najaf and Diwaniyah.  An Najaf is one of the three holiest cities for the entire Shia faith and is a power base for the infamous Muqtadah’s Militia.  As 2 ACR’s 90-day extension came to a close, CENTCOM identified the 11th Marine Expeditionary Unit as its successor.  However, the 11th MEU was not going to be able to relieve the 2 ACR in time for them to meet the 90-day deadline.  So, the Multi National Force Commander-Iraq, in coordination with Major General Batiste, hand picked the DIVARTY HQs and 1-14 IN (Task Force Dragon Victory) to fill the void so the that the men and women of the 2 ACR and the 1st Armored Division could go home.  

HHB DIVARTY received the mission in mid-June and immediately began to uproot its headquarters at FOB Summerall in preparation for the 12-hour road march to FOB Duke, which is located outside the town of An Najaf.  By 20 June 2004, the entire DIVARTY Headquarters and 90% of HHB DIVARTY had arrived at FOB Duke and assumed its role as the brigade headquarters of TF Dragon Victory.  The soldiers of 1-14 IN closely followed and began preparing to take over operations at FOBs Hotel and Echo.  Additionally, the Task Force included an El Salvadoran Special Operations Battle Group, the 153d Engineer Battalion, the 66th MP Company as well as many other smaller units.  When we arrived at FOB Duke, we realized how good we had it at FOB Summerall.  Gone were the days of concrete quarters, personal showers, porcelain toilets, a fully stocked gym, AAFES support, MWR facilities, Internet connections, and 2-4 soldiers/room.  FOB Duke re-defined our version of “roughing it” and we reacquainted ourselves with port-o-potties, limited access to computers and phones, a 10-15 degree increase in temperature, living with 12 of our closest friends in tents whose air conditioning was rarely adequate, and worst of all sweating while we ate, slept and worked.  FOB Duke was so bad that it was even hard to do PT because the ground was either covered with sand or rocks.   

Yet, we had no time to feel sorry for ourselves because we had to conduct the relief in place (RIP) with the 2 ACR, begin operating as a maneuver headquarters, and start setting the 11th MEU up for success…. Quite frankly, the rest is history because the soldiers of TF Dragon overcame the obstacles of challenging conditions, a brand new AO and tasks that we were in large part untrained for and performed brilliantly and earned the respect of all who heard of our mission and progress.  In our short time at FOB Duke, 17 general officers (including General Bell from USAREUR) visited our headquarters and all were sincerely impressed with the soldiers of TF Dragon.  From training the Iraqi National Guard and assisting the Iraqi governors of An Najaf and Diwaniyah, to helping the men and women of the 2 ACR get home to their families and loved ones, the soldiers of TF Dragon have left their indelible mark on the people of Iraq, this region and their fellow soldiers.  I am proud of each and every one of them.
As always the strong and steady Golden Lions of 1-33 continue to set the standard for CEA operations in the entire theater, helping to secure, haul and destroy much of the Division’s 22,160,211 pounds of captured enemy ammunition.  And of course our brothers in 1-6 and 1-7 continue to fight the good fight in the volatile cities of Baqubah and Bayji.  Never forget them or any of the DRUMFIRE family in your daily thoughts and prayers.  Thank you for your continued support.

