
On 6 June 2004, the men and women of Task Force DRUMFIRE celebrated the 60th anniversary of the D-DAY invasion.  We honored our brothers who so bravely stormed the beaches of Normandy and fought and died to end the Nazi reign of terror in Europe.  Our current mission is no less difficult, our current sacrifice, no less great. During our D-Day ceremony, your husbands, wives, sons and daughters were forever joined with those brave souls when Brigadier General Mundt symbolically awarded 20 members of our task force the Big Red One combat patch.  All of our soldiers have earned the right to wear the Big Red One combat patch on their right shoulder for the rest of their lives.  
Although our Task Force has not been called to storm beaches, towns or strongholds, we have all volunteered to put ourselves in harm’s way.  We have stood up and served where others have sat quietly.  Indeed, we are no longer “summer soldiers and sunshine patriots” for we have endured mortar attacks, rocket fire, rocket propelled grenade attacks, vehicle born improvised explosive devices and roadside bombs.   Yet, all of us realize that we are not alone for we know that you have suffered for this cause as well and endured many difficult challenges in our absence.  Therefore, when we wear our combat patches and receive accolades for brave deeds in war, we will also recognize you who stand behind us and support us from afar.  Every accomplishment is a DRUMFIRE family accomplishment because we can do nothing without you or the God who loves and protects us all.  
June also marks the end of another chapter of Iraqi history.  At midnight, on 30 June 2004, the Coalition Provisional Authority will dissolve, its administrator, Paul Bremer will leave the country and the Iraqi Interim Government will take control of Iraq.  The Iraqi people will then have the right and privilege to govern themselves; a right denied them under the tyranny of Saddam Hussein.  I am proud to serve a country that harbors no illusion of world domination or territorial occupation.  We have done what we set out to do and now we rightfully turn over the reigns of this great country to its people. These are truly exciting times for the newly freed and newly empowered citizens of Iraq.  Our mission will be to assist and aid this fledgling democracy as it takes its first few steps in freedom.  

Task Force 1-6 and Task Force 1-7 will help secure the streets of Baqubah and Bayji, respectively, and protect the Iraqi people from the anti-Iraqi forces who will try to disrupt the new Iraqi government’s efforts.  At the same time, Task Force 1-33 will continue securing, destroying or hauling captured enemy ammunition all over the north central part of the country (so far they have destroyed or hauled an impressive 12 million pounds).  Meanwhile, the DIVARTY headquarters and HHB will help stabilize and secure the holy towns of Najaf and Diwaniyah in its new, but temporary, area of operations, where they have relieved the battle weary men and women of the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment (who have been in theater for 15 months).  As you can see, all of DIVARTY is carrying its weight in this mission, and we are proud to continue to serve the Big Red One.

You are all loved and sorely missed.  God Bless You.    COL Longo
