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Tragen Fire

Commander ushers in 1naugural 1ssue

Dragon Soldiers, Leaders and
Families- welcome to Iraq and
our first issue of DRAGON FIRE
magazine. We’ve now been on
the ground here in the Rashid
District of Southern Baghdad for
over 90 days, and I’m absolutely
convinced by what I’ve seen you
do that we’re making history for
our great nation. It is my dis-
tinct pleasure to bring those daily
events to life in the full-color
pages of this magazine

The brigade has also welcomed
three new maneuver battalions into our fighting formation. To
the Soldiers and Families of the 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry
Regiment “Vanguards” from Schweinfurt, Germany, 2nd Bat-
talion, 12th Infantry Regiment “Warriors” out of Fort Carsen,
Colo., and the 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment [“Toma-
hawks” from Fort Lewis, Wash.- we are glad to have your Sol-
diers and Families aboard!

We also recognize and remember our 2nd Battalion, 16th-In-
fantry Regiment “Rangers” and 2nd Battalion, 32nd Field Axtil-
lery Regiment “Proud Americans,” both of whom are doing great
work with other brigade combat teams elsewhere in Baghdad. You
are not forgotten, and your deeds come to life in this issue.

As has been the case for our Army in Iraq since 2003, this
will be a historic year for the Dragon Brigade; it will be a mem-
orable year for each of you for many reasons. For many of us it
will be the most demanding, most challenging and.perhaps.the
toughest year of our lives. We are already well @aware of that

Brigade keeps

Soldiers and Families of the Dragon
Brigade:

I am extremely pleased at the suc-
cess our Soldiers are having here in
the Rashid District of Baghdad. From
aggressive combat operations aimed
at defeating the various insurgent and
militia groups, to essential services
projects that are helping to improve
the Rashid District’s infrastructure,
Dragon Soldiers are getting after it! I
see this success in the large number of
criminals, weapons and munitions our
Soldiers are taking off the streets, and
I'see it in the faces of those Iraqi citizens who want a peaceful life
in Iraq and how they appreciate our Soldiers efforts in improving
the daily security of Rashid.

To the Soldiers: You are doing incredible work and must con-
tinue to be relentless when rooting out the insurgents. Remember
you fight for and with the person standing to your left and right.
Always move as a fighting element and in support of each other.
No one must move around battlefield alone. NCOs you must
remain vigilant in enforcing the standards and discipline and en-
sure you re-look your Techniques Tactics and Procedures as not

Col. Ricky D. Gibbs shakes the hand of Iraqi boys during
a patrol.

Command Sgt. Maj. Jim Champagne and Spc.
Ahmed Ahmed keep watch during a patrol.

W fact, as we recently remembered our 28
fallen heroes on Memorial Day.
Soldiers, your leaders will demand
more of you than ever before; Leaders,
your Soldiers will need you more than
ever before. You will be challenged
mentally, physically and spiritually.

Harden yourselves for the challenges

ahead and learn to rely on and care for

each other. Combat is a team effort

and no one that tries to take on all the

tests that lie ahead alone will succeed.
All Soldiers must know and live the
Dragon Imperatives: Discipline, Physi-
cal Fitness, Marksmanship, Medical Training, Battle Drills
and Teamwork. Leaders, Your Soldiers will need you! Be the
leader they deserve by serving as the living embodiment of
those imperatives.

In conclusion I want again to stress how proud I am of the
work you are all doing here and at home. Every one of you
must remember the Dragon Imperatives and make them the
guiding forcelin your lives while serving here for the next year.
While this may be one of the most difficult periods of your
lives, it'may also be one of the most rewarding, as you are all
making a positive difference in the lives of so many, as you
take an active role in Iraq’s nation-building.

No Mission Too Difficult...No Sacrifice Too Great..
First, Dragons First, First Team!

.Duty

Col-Ricky-D. Gibbs
Dragon 6

getting after 1t

to get complacent. We are fighting on a
fluid battlefield that changes everyday. It
is not a sign of weakness to have some-
one from outside your organization take
a look at how you are doing business it
will only make you stronger.

To the families: I can’t express the
gratitude we have for your never ending
support and love. Your letters and pack-
ages are the hallmark of every Soldiers
day. I ask that you keep our Soldiers
in your prayers and before you know it
we’ll be home.

I’'m proud of the way our Soldiers have
conducted themselves in the first 90 days in Iraq. We have been
fighting along side with great units from the likes of Germany
(1-18 IN), Fort Carson (2-12 IN), and Fort Lewis (2-23 IN) and
they have contributed immensely to our success in our area of
operation. As you can see it one team one fight. We have much
work to do and many more missions ahead of us stay focused and
we’ll meet all our objectives.

Get after It!

Command Sgt. Maj. Jim Champagne
Dragon 7
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Cpl. John McClure, a medic with the personal security detachment of 1st Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, stares out
the window of a Bradley Fighting Vehicle while returning firom a mission in southern Baghdad’s Rashid District April 16. The Harvard, Mass., native had
been escorting Gen. David McKiernan, the commanding general of U.S. Army-Europe, on a tour of the Vanguards’ area of operations. (Smith, 4th IBCT
Public Affairs)
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BAGHDAD, Iraq — In December,
it was drab, deserted, dirty and a
hotbed of crime. Today, the bright
color of shoes, shirts and other
goods shines in a cleaned up yet still
dangerous Doura Market.

Second Battalion, 12th Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division,
has led the charge to clean up the
market — which has responded
with a strong resurgence.

The market has become a beacon
of hope to all Iraqis and attracts in-
ternational media and numerous trips
from VIPs from all over — includ-
ing Gen. David. J. Petraeus, Mulitna-
tional Forces Iraq Commander, and
Brig. Gen. John Campbell, the
Multi-National Division - Bagh-
dad Deputy Commander for Man-
uever. The market has also been
visited by the American embas-
sador to Iraq and a congressional
delegation.

Petraeus has tea

“Chai for everyone,” Petracus
exclaimed with a smile as he
placed enough money on the
counter at a small teashop to buy
tea for all who accompanied him
on the trip and then some.

Later, as he sipped tea with an Iraqi Army
battalion commander, whose unit is respon-
sible for securing the Doura Market area, Pe-
traeus discussed the visible progress in what
was, just four months ago, a dangerous cluster
of ramshackle buildings full of roaming death
squads and criminals.

“This is still not pretty, but it has made sub-
stantial strides,” Petracus said, noting that
many of the dilapidated storefronts and houses
in and around the market still show signs of
the violence that resulted in the once-vibrant
economic hub of some 700 stores and kiosks
shrinking to just three total on Dec. 23rd.

“There will be challenges here. This is an
area that Al-Qaeda continues to go after be-
cause it does represent success for the Sunni
Arabs, and they (Al-Qaeda) don’t want to see
cooperation with the Iraqi Government and
Iraqi Security Forces.”

The market now features 201 stores and
stands open for business, with room for many
more as the situation there improves.

When asked what it meant to have the MNF-
I commander’s presence in Doura Market, Lt.
Col. Najm Abdul Wahed Motleq replied: “I’m
very honored to have the General here today to

come and observe the situation on the

market.

ground here at the market. This market
was dead in the past and brought back

Above: 1st Lt. Joseph
Caudel, with the

2-12 personal security
detachment keeps a
look out during a
recent VIP tour of the

Right: Lt. Col.
Stephen L.A. Michael,
2-12 commander,
briefs Maj. Gen. Jef-
fery Hammond before
walking the Doura
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to life with our presence here and with Coali-
tion Forces securing this market.”

Lt. Col. Najm’s 3rd Battalion, 1st Brigade,
3rd Iraqi Army Division has received high
marks from its U.S. counterparts for its pro-
fessionalism and willingness to take on the
responsibility of securing the market.

“They’ve done a great job and have taken
ownership for the market,” said Capt. Ben
Jones, who’s Company Alpha, 2nd Battalion,
12th Infantry Regiment shares responsibility
for security with their Iraqi Army counter-
parts. The Fort Carson, Colo.-based unit is
attached to the 4th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Division out of Fort Riley,
Kan.

Jones, a native of Meridian, Miss., and his
rifle company have set up shop in the market,
establishing a combat outpost that his unit,
nicknamed the Gators, affectionately calls ‘the
Swamp.’

“People are coming back,” he said. “You talk
to the people here, and a lot of them send their
women to the market because they’re afraid
to go out.”

Jones described a dynamic that he and his
Soldiers, along with the troops of the Iraqi
Army, are working diligently to change. By
occupying the first such coalition outpost of
several for his battalion, the Alpha Gators
hope that their daily presence and profes-

sionalism will lead to trust
between them and Doura’s
population.

Col. Ricky D. Gibbs, the 4th
brigade’s commander, said
that the Doura Market is only
the tip of the iceberg when it
comes to the plan to make in-
roads of progress in Southern
Baghdad.

“We have over 50 projects
in the works across the Rashid
District with many more on
the way,” the Harker Heights,
Texas native said. “One of
those integral to the Doura
Market’s revitalization is a
fence that will keep the crimi-
nals and violent elements out,
while allowing the law-abid-
ing merchants and citizens to
conduct their business without
interference.”

$5 for toothpaste?

As Petraecus continued his
tour, he stopped at a kiosk and
purchased a tube of toothpaste.

“Five dollars for tooth-
paste?” One bystander asked
incredulously.

“Anything to help the economy,” Pe-
traeus replied as he handed the cash to the
proprietor and then moved on, toothpaste
in hand.

Brig. Gen. John Campbell, Multi-National
Division - Baghdad Deputy Commanding
General for Maneuver, visited the market
March 22 to talk to local citizens and to assess
the market’s security.

Accompanied by Gibbs, and Lt. Col. Ste-
phen L. A. Michael, 2nd Battalion, 12th In-
fantry Regiment, 2nd Inf. Div. commander,
Campbell visited Gator COP in the market and
walked the streets.

The outpost, a two-story structure nestled
behind the market’s main thoroughfare, hous-
es the Co. A troops and is a base of stability in
the market.

Sgt. Derek Remaley, a combat medic whose
unit has lived at the COP since March 12,
said the day-to-day life for the locals has im-
proved.

“It has been pretty good out here,” said Re-
maley, a combat medic for Co. A. and native
of Twin Falls, Idaho. “It has gotten a lot better
since being out here.”

But there are still speed bumps to the pro-
cess of rebuilding the market place. Serious
crime still infests the market, but is being sys-
tematically rooted out allowing for Iraqi shop
owners to return to plying their wares.
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Story, photos by Pfc. Nathaniel Smith
4th IBCT, Ist Inf. Div. Public Affairs

BAGHDAD — Audie Leon Murphy the United!
States” most decorated service member during 1
World War I, received every medal for valor the
Army awards in addition to one Belgian and one
French. Today, his memory is carried on through the
Sergeant Audie Murphy Club, which requires special
induction by a board of senior noncommissioned of-
ficers.

The Audie Murphy Board was held by the 4th Infantry,
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division’s brigadel
and battalion sergeants major at Forward Operating BaselEalcon
April 29.

Command Sgt. Maj. James Foreman, sergeant major of: the
IBCT’s Special Troops Battalion, said the Audie Murphy/Board f@
unique from other boards due to the esteem the accomplishment/cat3]
ries. ]

“Regular promotion boards are more personal, there’s more/imoney;

and there’s more rank,” Foreman said. “For this board, there’s noimoney:y H :
no rank. It’s about prestige.” ';‘:’!.f i
Command Sgt. Maj. Eddie Fields III, the sergeant major of 610thiB gade - ;

Support Battalion, 4th IBCT, 1st Inf. Div., said being invited to theiSergeantis
Audie Leon Murphy Club is a huge compliment to a noncommjssioned of-
ficer.

“The Sergeant Audie Leon Murphy Board is unique that it separatesan &m‘_&-
age NCO from a superb NCO,” Fields said. “A superb NCO goes beyod
regular duties and does them without being asked. E&_

“He is truly the ‘Backbone of the Army’.”

The board mirrored the fact that Murphy, who was too short and young @m‘h
most of the armed services except the Army, had to work diligently to overco uﬁf@
small stature to become the best. '

Sgt. Kevin Dick, a satellite operation and maintenance team leader with Co DNy
C, Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 4th IBCT, Ist Inf. Div., was one of four outlOgI7A
nominees that proved to be a superb NCO. The Henderson, Nev., native said'he placed R
lot of stress on himself to do well. i

“It was without a doubt the most nerve-racking experience I’ve been in,” Dick!said! “L
put a lot of pressure on myself for it.”

Dick said that while he was taken aback when he found out he had gained admittance]to)
the SAMC, the payoff made it worth the time he invested in it. l

“It kind of validates all the studying and all the things that I did to prepare because ajlod
of effort went into it,” he said. “It was hard not to smile.

“I studied so hard for it and I wanted the people who supported me to know: thatilidid
well, I made it, and their support was justified.” !

Though it wasn’t like Murphy standing aboard a burning tank destroyer and fighting
off swarms of German troops enroute to being awarded the Medal of Honor, the board



judging an asp;?izg membergotithe SAMC are the way he
and enthusiasm whilefanswering{questions and the appearance,of his uniform:
such thir}gs'g'eij:egt.o thefamountohipride the indiyidual takes/inshimsel yandtinjhisyunits
ifromjregular boards¥Cunninghamlsaid=The 2-12 Inf: serg najorssaidithe/questionsfarcimore]

t ] imore thinking than'si mpleimen Q'Zatioq, anamilgl?éitatib-n of facts.
“It makeshyoulthinld” he'said. A b 1
. In addition}to)ickMStaff Sgt. | ' Staff Sgt./AndrewsSchmithandStaff§SgtiRyanAWhitebullfoffthc}ndiBattalionqiR

Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division were invitedii
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Getting the kids . . .

School withers enemy fire,
reopens as schedule

Story, photos by Maj. Kirk Luedeke
4th IBCT Public Affairs

BAGHDAD - The Rashid District Council
and 1st Battalion, 6th Brigade, 2nd National
Police Division conducted a ribbon-cutting cer-
emony at the Atwan school for boys April 24,
despite insurgent efforts to prevent the event
from occurring.

The 1/6/2 NP is partnered with 1st Squadron,
4th Cavalry Regiment, 4th Infantry Brigade
Combat Team to secure portions of the Rashid
District of Baghdad.

“Education is the future for Iraq,” said Mr.
Sabeeh Al-Ka’abi, the DC director, who pre-
sided over the opening with Col. Ra’ad Eyas
Amin, the 1st NP Battalion commander.

The Atwan School is located in the Mechanix
neighborhood of the Rashid District in Southern

Baghdad. The renovation of the school
included improvements to the outer
wall, installment of new doors, electrical
wiring, fans, plumbing, 100 new desks
and 40 blackboards for the 650 students
who attend classes there.

“We will not be stopped by the terror-
ists,” Ra’ad said to the crowd of boys
ranging from elementary school age all
the way up through high school. “We
will all live in peace together.”

Prior to the ceremony, small arms fire had been
directed at the school, but after NP and quarter-
horse troopers returned fire, the gunmen fled.

After the event, policemen handed out soccer
balls to the students.

As those gathered began to disperse, shots
rang out once again, as the insurgents returned
for one more unsuccessful attempt to disrupt

W =

Col. Ra’ad Eyas Amin celebrates the ribbon cutting with a
group of boys at the school.

the proceedings.

“This just goes to show how little regard these
criminals have for human life,” said Col. Ricky
D. Gibbs, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
1st Infantry Division commander.

“They tried to take what was a celebration of
a much-improved learning institution and in-
stead put children in harm’s way. They did not

succeed, and now everyone can see the
kinds of tactics they employ.” 8



1-18, ISF deliver supplies,
hope to Iraqi schoolchildren

Story, photos by Maj. Kirk Luedeke
4th IBCT Public Affairs

BAGHDAD — Lt. Col. Ahmed, commander of the 3rd Battalion, 2nd
Brigade, 1st National Police Division handed out supplies to a pair of el-
ementary schools in Southwest Rashid during a joint operation with Com-
pany A, 1st Battalion, 77th Armor Regiment, April 4.

The mission was the first of its kind in the area by the NP battalion and its
U.S counterpart. 1st Battalion, 18th

An Iraqi National Policeman delivers supplies to a school. Reinvigorating the nation’s
educational system has been a top priority for Iraqi and Colaiton forces.

that the operation was a resounding success, and an indicator of better days
ahead as the new NP unit begins operating in the area.

“He assured the administrators that in addition to securing the schools, he
was concerned about securing the surrounding areas,” the native of Nash-
ua, N.H. said. “This was a great chance to get to know the population.”

1st Lt. David Evetts, the company

Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Divi-
sion, out of Schweinfurt, Germany.
The police commander not only took
the opportunity to deliver supplies to
the Arbid and Ibn Yakhdan schools,
but made an assessment of the facili-
ties and the surrounding communi-
ties as well.

“This is a good beginning, but I
want you to know that we will make
the area safe for the children. We
want to help you to clean up the trash
in this neighborhood and make the
people proud to live here,” he told
Ms. Noor, the headmistress of the
Arbid school in Southwest Rashid.

As he spoke, members of his bat-
talion, wearing crisp new uniforms,
and displaying a professional de-
meanor, carried boxes of supplies
into the building. A new television set, water dispenser, computer and
monitor, power supply and office furniture were brought in, all of which
represented progress and hope for the children who will be able to make
use of these implements to enhance their education.

“Thank you for helping to care for the children,” Noor said to the police
commander during their meeting. “They are your key to safety for the fu-
ture of Iraq.”

He walked into one classroom of young girls and was greeted with a
chorus of cheers, as the young ladies serenaded the police commander with
a traditional Iraqi greeting of respect. He returned the gesture by asking the

students to honor their families and teachers, and to work diligently
in their lessons.
9 Maj. Joe Pierce, the commander’s National Police adviser, said

Lt. Col. Ahmed, commander of the 3rd Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 1st National Po-
lice Division, visits with school children in Baghdad while delivering computers,
television sets, power supplies, office furniture and a water dispenser to the Ibn
Yakhdan elementary school in Baghdad

fire support officer from San Anto-
nio, Texas, said, “It shows that we
have good partnership- the National
Police, coalition forces and NPTT
teams -- we all work together.”

For other U.S. Soldiers who par-
ticipated, the successful operation
meant a great deal more than just
dropping off supplies.

“I think just getting school sup-
plies to the kids shows them that
we’re trying to help their educa-
tion,” said Staff. Sgt. Jeremy S. Mu-
tart, a native of Ketchikan, Alaska
and a squad leader with 1st platoon,
Company C, 1st Battalion, 28th
Infantry Regiment, whose unit is
attached to Company A. “It also

shows the American people that
we’re not just trying to combat the
terrorists here, but we’re trying to help rebuild Iraq from little kids, all the
way up to the top.”

As the Iraqi and U.S. troops drove away from the schools, children
waved from the windows, reminding everyone of the where real impact of
the day’s activities lay.

“It makes me realize that I’'m grateful for what I have and that I can
provide for my own family,” said Staff Sgt. Allan Russell of Layton, Utah,
another squad leader from 1st platoon, Company C. “At the same time I
can see the poverty in other parts of the world, and it’s kind of hard for me
as a father to see that the children here don’t have the basic things that we
do in America. It makes you grateful for what we have, and that we can
leave here today knowing that we made a positive difference for these
kids.”
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Police

BAGHDAD - The saying goes “Give a
man fish, feed him for a day. Teach a man to
fish, feed him forever.” U.S. Army trainers
have been teaching Iraqi police to ‘fish’ in
Baghdad with the idea that they can in turn
train other Iraqis.

Recruits of the 3rd Battalion, 6th Brigade,
2nd Division Iraqi National Police graduated
from training at Forward Operating Base Fal-
con March 28, while in April a group of Iraqi
noncommissioned officers went through a
Warrior Leaders Course.

This is the first group of shurta, Arabic for
police, to come onto a U.S. forward operat-
ing base and receive complete, 24-hour a day
training by a National Police Training Team.

Capt. Scott Hubbard, the operations officer
of 3-6 NPTT from Vassar, Mich., said the ini-
tial focus of the team was not to train.

“Immediately when we took

this mission on, we noticed big- O




gest problem was the (Iraqi
National Police) were not
trained,” Hubbard said.
“Training is not what we
thought we would do, but we
had to put a huge band-aid on
the situation so they would
not endanger themselves or
the Coalition Forces they are
working with.

“Our job is to teach them
to teach themselves.”

Hubbard said that after no-
ticing the initial deficiencies,
the team came up with a
two-week training program
that would empower the po-
lice to perform their primary
mission of protecting the
neighborhoods.

The training program in-
cludes weapons marksman-
ship, drill and ceremony, physical training
and ethics classes. Once the recruits execute
those tasks to standard they move on to team
exercises such as precision room-clearing and
conducting raids.

The trainers, who prepared for their deploy-
ment at Fort Riley, Kan., all have some form
experience training U.S. Soldiers, from reserve
drill sergeants to instructors in advanced indi-
vidual training. Likewise, many of the recruits
have  prior
experience
in the Iraqi

Ameer Kad-
um, a gradu-
ate from the
class  who
also served
in the Iraqi
Army since
the Iran-Iraq
War, said he
appreciated
the training.

“During
this time that we spent here on this (base), we
got good training,” the Baghdad native said.
“They care about us a lot.”

“We want to say thanks for our American
brothers,” he added.

Hubbard said instructing the recruits was
made easier due to the fact that they em-

11

braced a key element in training: discipline.
Discipline is embraced by the Iraqi people, the
operations officer said. This cultural attitude
motivated the ‘shurta’ to do their best in train-
ing.

“The men were excited and very proud to
get formalized training like this.”

One of the key points Hubbard said he wants
the new police to take away from their cycle is
how to treat the Iraqi people.

“The way they treat them as policemen
will  decide

whether (the
locals)  go
against the
Iraqi  gov-
ernment  or
if they come
onboard,” he
said. “These
people  are
here to pro-
tect them and
they need to
understand
that.”

Hubbard
said  police
staying involved with their local community
is vital to the success of their mission.

“They need to embrace their community,
and start doing the right thing from this day
forward,” he said. “I believe that they’re ready
to do that. They understand this is the key to
victory.”

Above: Staff Sgt. Andrew
Palmer, a trainer with the 3rd
Battalion, 6th Brigade Na-
tional Police Training Team
firom Charlotte, N.C., makes
adjustments to a recruit’s
prone firing position during
pre-marksmanship instruc-
tion in Baghdad, March 24.

Left: Iraqi Police take an oath
to protect and serve the people
of Iraq during their gradu-
ation ceremony at Forward
Operating Base Falcon
March 28. The class will stay
together as a squad when they
get to their battalion.

Opposite Top: Iraqi National
Police firom the 6th Brigade,
2nd Division National Police
train on military operations
in urban terrain at Forward
Operating Base Falcon in
Baghdad’s Rashid District
April 25. The police are from
the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of
6-2 NP,

Opposite Bottom: An Iraqi
National Policeman with
the 6th Battalion, 2nd Iraqi
National Police prepares to
fire at target, March 24.
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by Sgt. 1st Class Robert Timmons and Pfc. Nathaniel Smith
4th IBCT Public Affairs

Photos courtesy of 982d Combat Camera Company

BAGHDAD — In neighborhoods across the western Rashid District
of Baghdad, terrorists, criminals and other unsavory elements trying
to disrupt the city’s security are feeling the heat as they are rooted out,
detained and their weapons found and destroyed.

Multi-National Division-Baghdad forces conducted neighborhood
clearing operations in southern Baghdad in May to safeguard the peo-
ple of the region from insurgent attacks.

The 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, in con-
junction with the 3rd Stryker Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division, executed

operation Dragon Fire in the Rashid District, taking a more aggressive
stand on terrorism in the Dragon Area of Operations.

Operation Dragon Fire West is part of the MND-B overall strategy to
stabilize Baghdad as to facilitate a transfer of security from Coalition
Forces to the elected Iraqi government.

“We have cleared 21 muhallas, detaining numerous individuals we
suspect are leaders in the anti-coalition movement,” said Col. Ricky D.
Gibbs, Commander, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 1st Inf. Div.,
at a press conference. “These are men who we believe are not acting
in the best interests of the Iraqi people. We have found and confiscated
more than 50 weapons caches.

“Everything from assault rifles, to machineguns to RPGs
and mortar systems, along with hundreds of mortar, artillery




shells, and bomb-making materials have been taken out of
the hands of thugs and criminals and will no longer be used
against the innocent citizens of Rashid,” the Harker Heights,
Texas native said. “I can honestly say that a countless num-
ber of Rashid’s children have been saved from the dangers of
these bombs and explosives, thanks to the efforts of the Iraqi
Security Forces and our Soldiers.”

To the terrorists he said, “You have no place to hide.”

The word clearing conjures images of Soldiers battering
down doors, driving people before them out of their neighbor-
hoods, but that is far from the case. While lightning raids do
occur, one will also see Soldiers talking with Imams, sheiks
and playing with children.

Lt. Col. Michael McNally, the 4th IBCT operations officer
from Necedah, Wisc., said having the Strykers, who can fo-
cus on clearing operations, allows MND-B forces to perform
otherwise impossible tasks.

“They have no other requirements,” he said. “They don’t
have to operate any particular battle space. They can provide
hundreds and hundreds of soldiers to help clear that we can’t
possibly surge.”

In addition to the numbers, McNally said the Strykers bring
a lot of experience to the fight. Operation Dragon Fire is the
tenth clearing operation for the Tomahawks, meaning not
only are they more experienced, but the Soldiers of the 4th
IBCT can learn from them.

“We’re definitely learning lessons from them as far as clear-
ance techniques,” McNally said.

Clearing operations are not just kicking in doors and sur-
prising the enemy, it also entails talking to imams, sheiks and
other community leaders to establish a presence in the area.

By talking to the populace, Soldiers clearing the areas get
a good idea where the unsavory elements are hiding. Though
a level of mistrust still exists getting closer to the communi-
ties increases the cooperation between the secured and those
providing security.

He added that the troops are very proficient at what they
do.

“This is the tenth time they’ve done this,” he said of the
Tomahawks. “These Soldiers are becoming extremely profi-
cient at finding caches -- they’ve improved their techniques,
and every time they find more stuff to catch the bad guys.
They change stuff up so they’re becoming experts at clearing
neighborhoods.”

“Every day, 4th Brigade Soldiers learn a lot in sector, wheth-
er it’s from Strykers, from the area, from the enemy. This is a
learning and growing battlefield and fight. If you don’t learn,
the enemy’s going to learn first, and he’s going to kill you.”

Opposite: “Black Lions” with Company Top: Cpl. Omar Keys, with Company B, 1st
B, Ist Battalion, 28th Infantry, race up the Battalion, 28th Infantry, shakes the hand of
stairs of a house during Operation Dragon an Iraqi child during a mission in the Black
Fire West. Lion area of operation.

Middle: An Iraqi girl learns to play “Patty
Cake” with a Black Lion.
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Bottom: Cpt. Brian Ducote, Company B, Ist
Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment (Black
Lions) shakes the hand of a prominent Iraqi
during operations. Dialogue and diplomacy
is a major portion to clearing operations.



Soldiers from 1st Company, 3rd Battalion,
5th Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army Division, spread
out HESCO barriers to block a hole in the out-
er wall at a school in the Baghdad neighbor-
hood of Hateen. The Soldiers also coordinated
to remove the rubble at the base of the wall.

2-32 repairs
School Wall
in Hateen

By 1st Lt. Charles Bloomfield

Photos by 1st Lt. Matthew Nyland
2nd Battalion, 32nd Field Artillery

BAGHDAD - Multi-National Di-
vision — Baghdad Soldiers teamed
up with Iraqi Army troops to repair a
school in the Hateen neighborhood of
the Iraqi capital May 3.

While using a bulldozer to clean
up piles of trash around the school,
the Iraqi Army accidentally knocked
down part of the outer wall around the
school.

Soldiers from Battery A, 2nd Battal-
ion, 32nd Field Artillery, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division,
linked up with the 3rd Battalion, 5th
Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army Division, to
deliver temporary barriers in order to
block up the hole.

The emplacements, called HESCO
barriers, are collapsible wire mesh

containers
with a heavy
duty plastic
liner. Filled
with sand or
dirt, a 24-
inch-thick
HESCO bar-
rier will stop
rifle bullets
and shell
fragments.

The Iraqi
Army also
brought in
a team to
clear the
debris and
rubble from
the fallen
wall.

“We are very concerned for the safety
of the children (because of the hole in
the wall) and we are very grateful for
the help,” the school master told Ist
Lt. Matthew Neyland, a native of San
Antonio.

“It shows a lot of progress to see the
Iraqi Army taking an active role in bet-
tering the community,” said Neyland.

Before Neyland departed, the school
master mentioned that they also needed
help to fix the windows of the school.

A Soldier from Battery A, 2nd Battalion, 32nd Field Artillery, 2nd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, hits fists with a local schoolboy in front
of a wall that was repaired by Multi-National Division — Baghdad Soldiers and
Iraqi Army troops.

The windows were blown out by an
improvised explosive device detona-
tion the week prior.

Despite the work that remains, Ney-
land said repairing the hole in the wall
is a great achievement and will help
protect the teachers and the children
from possible harm.

“The school master thanked me, re-
peatedly, and the children were very
happy to see us,” Neyland said. “It’s

great to see the kids interact-

ing with the Soldiers.”



Lt. Col. Gregory Gadson, commander of 2nd Battalion, 32nd Field
Artillery, is in the thoughts and prayers of all Dragon Brigade
Soldiers. He is currently being treated at Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington D.C. for injuries suffered in an IED attack.

Falcon Hit Times

Worship Times

Sunday 4:30 p.m. - Gospel Choir Practice
9 a.m. - Contemporary Praise and Worship 6 p.m. - Promise Keepers
Practice 8 p.m. - Episcopalian Service

* - Catholic Mass every other week
Prayer Service alternate weeks

10:30 a.m. - Contemporary Service
1 p.m.- Gospel Service
4 p.m.- Latter Day Saints Service

7:30 p.m. - Communion Service Dining Facility Hours
Monday Breakfast
7 p.m. - Bible Study 6 a.m.- 8 am.
Tuesday Lunch
7 p.m - Bible Study 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m
Wednesday Dinner
7 p.m - Gospel Bible Study Spm.-8p.m
Thursday Midnight

4:30 p.m. - Gospel Choir Practice
6 p.m. - Catholic Mass*

Midnight - 1:30 a.m.

Friday Sick Call
7 a.m - Catholic Mass* Mon. — Sat.
6 p.m. - Jewish Service 8am.-9am.
7 p.m - Contemporary Praise 2 p.m. -3 p.m.
Team Practice Sunday
Saturday 2pm.-3pm.

Rollovers a safety
or leadership problem?

Take a second and ponder the fact
that we are still losing Soldiers in
vehicle accidents. One of the pres-
ent and contributing factors is that
they were not wearing a seatbelt. |
often ask myself WHY?

The Army has spent millions try-
ing to educate Soldiers about the
hazards and consequences of not
wearing seatbelts, but the fact of
the matter is that there are people
still willing to take a chance on not
wearing them as if they are exempt
from the accidental hazards of
combat soldiering. As I talk to Sol-
diers within the Brigade the major-
ity of them express to me the fact
that they feel they will not be able
to exit the vehicle in time or it will
slow them down when they need to
exit the vehicle.

I realize that to them this is a
genuine concern, but the reality
is that they are misinformed. The
truth of the matter is that they have
not been properly trained to release
their seatbelt while wearing all of
their gear and then exiting the ve-
hicle.

In short the problem is not a
“SAFETY PROBLEM”, it’s a
“LEADER and TRAINING PROB-
LEM.”

Soldiers are not wearing seatbelts
because they do not have confi-
dence in them and because some
leaders are not enforcing the stan-
dard. Would you go into combat
with out zeroing your M4, which
is considered to be a valuable piece
of equipment that could possibly
save your life? I’d say NOT. Then
why would you not train Soldiers
on and insist they utilize a piece of
equipment that has been statisti-
cally shown to reduce fatalities and
lesson the severity of injuries.

You are 85 percent more likely
to die in a vehicle rollover if you
are not wearing a seatbelt. During
my spot inspections, I challenge
Soldiers to provide me with one
incident when Soldier was killed
because he was unable to exit the

vehicle in time because he was
wearing a seatbelt.

To date no one has provided me
with one single case.

However, I can provide them
with countless incidences of when
Soldiers were killed because they
were not wearing seatbelts. The
number of incidences rises as every
fiscal year passes. There have been
at least two this fiscal year alone.

This number may seem small but
if you take in consideration that
these two incidences only includes
army motor and combat vehicles
and not the score of POV fatalities
where Soldiers were not wearing
seatbelts and the fact that those two
fatalities are a real significant num-
ber to the families, relatives and
friends that loss them.

The solution is simple, training
and enforcement.

Conduct what I call POP OUT
Drills. Have Soldiers put on all of
the gear that they wear on a nor-
mal patrol and get into the vehicle.
Designate one person as the timer
(someone not participating in the
drill). While the vehicle is station-
ary have the Soldiers get into the
vehicle and shut the doors. The
senior occupant of the vehicle will
unexpectedly holler POP OUT. At
this time everyone will exit the
vehicle. Record the time (without
seatbelts). Next perform the same
sequence wearing seatbelts.

Once they have practiced exiting
enough times, Soldiers will see the
time difference between the two it-
erations is not significant and will
become more comfortable and will
have confidence they can exit the
vehicle while wearing their seat-
belt. Once you build proficiency
this drill must be practiced in order
to remain proficient.

Whenever there is a serious ac-
cident or fatality there are proce-
dures/corrective actions that are
mandated to be implemented.

Trust me on this one and let’s get
ahead of the accident.



Story by Maj. Kirk Luedeke
4th IBCT, Public Affairs

Photos by Staff Sgt. Bronco Suzuki
982d Combat Camera Company

The Soldiers of the 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry
Regiment “Tomahawks” are the newest members of the
Dragon Brigade, arriving in Baghdad last month by way
of Fort Lewis, Wash.

The battalion has about 600 Soldiers and more than
60 Stryker combat vehicles, adding a potent and pow-
erful punch to the 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team’s
mix with its infantrymen and the mobility and versatility
their Stryker vehicles provide.

The Tomahawks are part of the 4th Stryker Brigade
Combat Team of the 2nd Infantry Division, and used to

Soldiers with Company C, 2nd Battalion, 23rd Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, be known as the 2nd Cavalry Regiment out of Fort Polk,
2nd Infantry Division, scan their sector for suspicious activity during a security patrol of the La., which was moved to the Pacific Northwest, where
Saha area of Baghdad, May 14. they exchanged humvees for Strykers.

The Army’s newest Stryker brigade conducted a mis-
sion readiness exercise at home station, which closely
resembled the kind of training troops get at the National
Training Center at Fort Irwin, Calif.

“It was pretty good training,” said Ist It. An-

thony Nguyen, a native of San Jose, Calif., and
a platoon leader in Company B. “We had a lot
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of mission sets with a high op-tempo, pretty similar to
what we’re doing here in Iraq.”

Pfc. Jonathan Daniel Chia, an infantryman on the
commander’s personal security detachment from Cin-
cinnati, agreed that the unit is well-prepared for its
mission here, but offered a veteran’s perspective when
he said, “You can never train to a T for the stuff you’ll
encounter until you actually get out and see it.”

Since arriving, the Tomahawks have done just that,
getting out into their operational area, conducting pa-
trols, getting to know their Iraqi Security Force coun-
terparts and the local populace.

“I think it’s about mass at this point,” Nguyen said.
“Flood the AO (area of operations) and we have the
advantage in the number of men we have on the
ground and the speed of our vehicles — that’s the sort
of attitude we bring to the fight.”

Nguyen also said that many of the Tomahawk
battalion’s Noncommissioned Officers have deploy-
ments to Iraq of Afghanistan under their belts, and
have done outstanding work in preparing the unit’s
junior Soldiers for the challenges that lie ahead.

“Our unit has trained hard and we have a lot of
squared-away guys,” Chia said.

The Tomahawks are commanded by Lt.

Col. Alfredo Mycue of McAllen, Texas,
and Command Sgt. Maj. Gregory Frias.

Top: Spc. Christopher Bailey, left,
of Co. C., 2nd Bn., 23rd Inf. Regt.,
scans his sector for suspicious ac-
tivity during a security patrol of the
Saha area of Baghdad, May 14.

Middle left: Soldiers with Co. C.,
2nd Bn., 23rd Inf. Regt., question
local residents during a security
patrol of the Saha area of Baghdad,
May 14.

Middle right: Pfc. Jonathan D.
Chia, fro m Cincinnati, prepares
to leave on a mission from Joint
Security Station Tomahawk, May
18. Chia is with Headquarters
and Headquarters Company, 2-23
Inf. (Photo by Mayj. Kirk Luedeke/
4IBCT PAO)

Lefi: Sgt. Ist Class Jamahl Labbe,
of Co. C, 2nd Bn. 23rd Inf. Regt.,
4th IBCT, scans his sector for
suspicious activity during a security
patrol of the Saha area of Baghdad,
May 14.
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2-16 checks kids health

Story, photos by Staff Sgt. W. Wayne Marlow
2nd IBCT, 2nd Inf. Div. Public Affairs

FORWARD OPERATING BASE RUSTAMIYAH, Iraq — Soldiers
with the 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division
attached 2nd Infantry Brigade Combat Team, enter a Baghdad pre-
school, and at first glance, frighten the young residents. The helmets
and full gear give the Soldiers an otherworldly look, an appearance
multiplied by the dark eye protection.

But then the glasses come off, followed by the helmets. They are re-
placed by coloring books and stuffed animals. Slowly, the frowns are re-
placed with smiles. When candy is passed around, the transformation is
complete.

Convinced the Soldiers are the good guys, the children cheerfully line up
for the man with a thermometer and stethoscope.

“We’re doing a medical needs analysis,” explains 2nd Lt. Ryan Wood of
Salt Lake City, Utah, medical services officer for 2-16. “When we did a
walk through Baghdad, we identified certain schools and clinics where we
could come back and do a needs analysis.”

One of the reasons this preschool was chosen was the presence of spe-
cial-needs children. Although U.S. personnel will do the analysis, any fol-
low-ups will be done by Iraqis.

“We’re bringing IPs with us, and their medics,” Wood said. “They are
going to be taking the lead. We will help with the diagnosis, but our main
role is to help them figure out what they can do to help their own people.
Right now, they’re pretty limited in their medical assets. We want to offer
them a venue to use their skills while under supervision.”

Getting out in the community can pay big dividends, according to Wood.
“There are two things we hope to transmit to the people,” he said. “Num-
ber one, IP medics are taking an interest in the well-being of everyday
Iraqis. Number two, Americans are here to make their lives better and to
get them the supplies and skills to do their jobs.”

Children in a Baghdad preschool take turns being given a medical checkup.
Soldiers of the 2" Battalion, 16™ Infantry Regiment conducted a medical needs
analysis to learn if any of the children had health issues.

Wood said the Iraqis have limited resources when it comes to dealing
with special-needs children, so part of the U.S. assistance will be to better
acquaint them with tools to do the job. For instance, they will seek out
Arabic language pamphlets or make sure they know what assets are avail-
able at Medical City.

“We want to be able to streamline the process ... and get information in
their hands,” Wood said.

First, though, it must be determined what the children’s medical needs
are. “They do a really basic look at the kids to identify trends or problems
so the administrators can let the parents know if anything is wrong,” Wood
said.

Maj. Albert delaGarza, 2-16 battalion surgeon from Los Angeles, over-
saw the analysis.

“There had been concerns expressed about a couple of kids,” he said.
“We came to see if Coalition Forces could offer assistance.”

Special
Awards

Col. Ricky D. Gibbs, commander
4th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team, pins the purple heart on
Pfc. William Allen, with 4-1
Brigade Special Troops Battalion,
during a ceremony May 15. Allen
was wounded during a rocket at-
tack on Forward Operating Base
Falcon. (Timmons/4IBCT Public

Affairs)



Top: Soldiers of the 610th Brigade Support Battalion, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
display their Combat Action Badges while Col. Ricky D. Gibbs, Brigade commander, gives a
pep talk, May 11 at Forward Operating Base Falcon.

Middle: Spc. Whitney Young, Company C, 610th Brigade Support Battalion, 4th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team, gets a combat medic badge pinned on her by Col. Ricky D. Gibbs, 4th
IBCT commander, May 11 at Forward Operating Base Falcon.

Right: Soldiers of the 610th Brigade Support Battalion, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
shake the hands of Soldiers who received medals at the battalion awards ceremony May 11 at

2 1 Forward Operating Base Falcon.




1-28 fights
fires in
Rashid

photos courtesy
Maya
Alleruzzo/AP

Top : Cpt. Brian Ducote, 30, from Dunwoody, Ga.,
Company B commander for.the 1st Battalion, 28th
Infantry Regiment and his soldiers put out a house fire
in the Rashéed neighborhood of Baghdad, May 11.

Middle lefi: Lt. Daniel Zimmerman, 29, from Phoenix,
Az., helps an Iraqi man put out,a house fire in the
Rasheed neighborhood of Baghdad, May 11.

Middle right: Soldiers from 1st Battalion, 28th Infantry
Regiment, 4th Brigade, 1st Infantry Division react to
one of several house fires in the Bayaa neighborhood of
Baghdad, May 8.

Lt. Col. Patrick Frank, right, commander of 1st Battal-
ion, 28th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade, 1st Infantry
Division and his soldiers react to one of

several house fires in the Bayaa neighbor-
hood of Baghdad, May 8. ! !
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Tragen Fire

Brigade watches insurgents from the ‘Shadows’

by Pfc. Nathaniel Smith
4th IBCT Public Affairs
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BAGHDAD — A commander being able to ™
communicate with Soldiers on the ground is
vital, but a commander able to com-
municate and have a bird’s eye view g,
of the battle space is a revolutionary
asset that an unmanned aerial vehicle cell  can provide.

In Company B, Brigade Special Troops Battalion, 4th Infantry Bri-
gade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, the UAV cell is providing
just such an advantage to the Dragon Brigade commanders.

First Lt. Ashley Oliver, a UAV platoon leader with Co. B, from Las
Vegas, said having a tool like the UAV gives commanders a unique
vantage point on the theater.

“It gives all commanders a view of the battlefield,” she said. “Radio
comms are one thing, but to actually see what’s going on on the ground,
while they’re commanding it is a different story.

“You can actually see the whole picture.”

Missions the UAV performs include reconnaissance, over-watch for
infantry fighting on the ground, and lookouts for potentially hostile ve-
hicles.

T

The standard brigade combat team is allotted a 23-Soldier UAV pla-
toon with four planes. The 4th IBCT platoon operates 24 hours with
eight Soldiers, an officer-in-charge, and a warrant officer.

Each plane costs approximately $1,225 in-
cluding the camera equipment aboard the
craft. The aircraft can fly up to 15,000 feet and as
far as 125 kilometers.
During the 4th IBCT’s rotation at the National
Training Center of Fort Irwin, Calif., the pla-
toon  went through familiarization with the equipment and
was ready to deploy by the end of the cycle.

Spc. James Crank, a UAV operator with Company B, 4-1 BSTB from
Colorado Springs, Colo., said the UAV is a valuable tool for troops on
the ground.

“It’s very important, obviously we’ve won plenty of wars without it,”
Crank said, “but now that we do have it, it’s probably one of the best
things that the Army has come across so far.”

Crank attributed the UAV’s value to it’s ability to tell the Soldiers on
the streets what’s coming before it gets to them.

“We can tell troops on the ground if there’s a sniper on the roof or
possible IED’s,” he said. “It works pretty good as long as we have good
commumcatlon ”
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Sgt. Robert M. Carr
2-12 IN, March 13

Spc. Marieo Guerrero
1-18 IN, March 17

Sgt. Wayne Cornell
1-28 IN, March 20

Pfc. Stephen Richardson

Pfc. Damian Lopez
1-18 IN, April 6

Spc. Ryan Dallam
1-18 IN, April 6

Cpt. Anthony Palermo
1-18 IN, April 6

Pfe. Jay S. Cajimat

Pfc. Jason Morales
1-28 IN, April 18

Pfc. Christopher North
1-4 CAV, April 21

Spc. Astor Sunsin-Pineda
4-1 BSTB, May 2

Ist Lt. Ryan P. Jones

1-28 IN, March 20 - ‘}, 6:-1 A-pm.l 4-1 BSTB, May 2
eyt T Bfl I| TR
Sgt. Curtis E. Glawsgiisih | Jn'L'L'L Y, u_-P Féyf In}rlsén W T'.-F"I‘ taff Sgt. Felix Gonzaleziraheta
610 BSBgIﬁ@mdrgp'l' 2-12'IN, April 10 SR I{-Jrq 18 IN, May 3

Sgt. J()e Polo
2-12 IN, March 29

Pfc. Derek A. Gibson
2-12 IN, April 4

Pfc. Walter Freeman, Jr.
2-12 IN, April 4

Spc. Daniel A. Fuentes
1-28 IN, April 6

Pfc. Steven Walberg
1-4 CAV, April 15

Sgt. Mario Deleon
1-18 IN, April 16

Pfc. Aaron Genevie
1-4 CAV, April 16

Pfc. Lucas Starcevich
1-18 IN, April 16
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'?fc John D. Flores
1-18 IN, May 3

Spc. Robert Dixon
1-4 CAV, May 3

Pfc. Aaron Gautier
2-23 IN, May 17

Spc. Jonathon Hamm
2-23 IN, May 17



Spc. Anthony Salazar, 22, from
? Victorville, Calif., stands guard ‘.

as Soldiers from Company B, 1st
Battalion, 28th Infantry Regi-
ment, 4th Brigade, 1st Infantry
Division search for a weapons
cache'injthe Jihad Pines neigh-
borhood glﬁaghdad, May 8.
(Maya Alelruzzo/AP)
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