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Commander encourages Soldiers

to make safe plan when drinking

By Col. William Clark
GARRISON COMMANDER

very day, 32 people in
the U.S. die in motor
vehicle crashes involy-

ing an alcohol-impaired driver.
This amounts to one death ev-
ery 45 minutes. Driving while
impaired is unacceptable. And,
1 know this isn't the first time
I've written about it — and it
likely won't be the last — but
our duty as motor vehicle
operators to drive responsibly
is of paramount concern to the
safety of ourselves and those
around us.

With the passing of
Mardi Gras and upcoming
St. Patrick’s Day celebrations,
there may be some people in
our community who chose to
celebrate by having a beverage
with friends. I want to remind
our readers to do so respon-
sibly!

What does this mean? Most
importantly, this means having
aplan.

For example:

« Prior to drinking, des-
ignate a non-drinking driver

when witha [
group.

* Don't let
friends drive {8
impaired. Take
their keys
away.

* When
hosting a party
where alcohol
will be served,
remind guests to plan ahead
and designate their sober
driver; offer alcohol-free bever-
ages; and make surc all guests
leave with a sober driver.

* When drinking, get a ride
home or call a taxi.

On Friday and Saturday
nights in Manhattan’s Ag-
gieville, those who are out and
may have been drinking can
also take advantage of Riley

ide.

The Riley Ride bus leaves
the Leisure Travel Center,
Building 6918 on Custer Hill
at 9:30 p.m. every Friday and
Saturday and picks Soldiers
up at designated barracks and
buildings, before dropping
them off in Aggieville. The
bus, which holds up to 20
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passengers, makes three trips
back to post throughout the
night, beginning at 11 p.m.

and picking up one last time
at 2 a.m.

The charge for one ride is
$2.50, but punch cards are
available for $5 and $10 at the
center and never expire.

For more information
about the Riley Ride program,
call the Leisure Travel Center,
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Monday to Friday, at 785-
239-5614.

Do drive impaired and risk
a driving under the influence
charge - or worse injuring
yourself or others.

Additionally, know that
programs on post can help
with alcohol and substance
abuse issues and training.

If training on alcohol or
drugs is desired, contact Fort
Riley’s Alcohol and Substance
Abuse Program at 785-239-
1928 or 785-240-3200.

To comment on this column
or suggest a topic for Commu-
nity Corner, e-mail rile.post.
newspaper@conus.army.mil.

TOP: First-graders in Chelsey Hilti-
brand’s class exchange Valentines
Feb. 14 at Morris Hill Elementary

School.

The students were so

excited, it was all they could think
about for days, Hiltibrand said.

LEFT:

First-grader

Jaylyn Cox

smiles after receiving a valentine
Feb. 14 at Morris Hill Elementary

School.
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‘WARE BEARS’ PLEDGE TO SAVE

COURTESY PHOTO
Deb Gustafson, Ware Elementary School principal, center, signs a Military
Saves Week proclamation Feb. 16 at the school while four fifth-graders
from Lori Heidrick’s class, including, from left to right, Kyndal Archer,
Xavier Nesahkluah, Alayshia Jacobs and Joseph Terrell look on.

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
OENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
CHIEF, NATIONAL GUARD BUREAL

SURFECT: 7012 Milltary Saves Campaign

e kick-ofY the 2012 Mifivary Saves Campalga, the Department of Defesse has devignaied
February 19-26, 2012 aa Milissry Sarvés Wieck. As past of the larger natiomwide America Sves
Campaiga, Mluary Sovey is condacted in cooperstion with the Cosumer Federation of America

While the Military Seves Cumpalige i & yeas-horeg effort, Milisary Saves Woek is
opponueity for the estise military commusity %0 come together with federal, state, snd kocal
rescurces, including military basks and creds uniens s focus ¢a the financial readiness of miliiary
miembers aead families to belp thess ez debl and save shair hard-eamed money. The Ameriea
Saves slogan, “Start Small, Think Big.” ls shaved by Millary Serves asnd talks % the kong-term
bemefits of saving a Becle esch sonh. The Milliury Saves Campaign is a Tosal Fooce, command.
fevel program. [t provides an spporsenity foe leaders st all levels of all cempenents - Active duty,
Musional Guand, ssd Heserve - 1o sotivate and educats Servics messbers and their families

1 panticulasly kmportant 1 eagage o milltary spouses. They play a vital role in ensaring
the financial well being and wability of our milizary families. In additios, car youth is o futiee and
boarning oo financlal habéss early can oady strengthes their financial stature. [n vapport of
Military Saves, please spomaor financial swarcaess events where peactical withis your oepasizatioes,
rage yor perionne] 1 koess aves. org, take the 5 ge.” and sopport
the 2012 thesse, "5et & Goul, Msks & Plan, Seve Automatically.”

1 wish yous great sucoess for che 2012 Milinary Suves Campaign. My sction officer is Brenda
MicDunbe! 1 bresda medasiciosd mil snd (703) §35-2620.
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