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To all of the Devil Soldiers, Family
Members, and Friends:

Welcome to 2013! Hopefully every-
one enjoyed their Christmas holidays
with family and friends. I hope every-
one took a little break from our normal
pace, whether you went on leave or
worked through the half day period.
This is going to be a great year in the
Devil Brigade. The fielding of the
Bradley Fighting Vehicle has started
back up and right behind that will be
the M1A2SEP fielding. These vehicles
are the bread and butter of an Armored
Brigade and it will finally be nice to
actually have trained lethal crews to
operate this state-of-the-art equipment.
For those that may not have noticed;
the Kansas weather has gotten cold, so
if you are training in the fields dur-
ing the next few months ensure that
you wear the appropriate cold weather
gear so you do not become a cold
weather casualty. Also, give yourself
more time to do things so you do not
get hurt in an accident on the roads
during inclement weather. This applies

in the field or out of it. Give yourself
extra time to clear your windows on
cold frosty mornings and more time to
drive when the roads are slippery. I ex-
pect each of you to make an individual
risk assessment of the roads where you
live. Make sure to call your leader and
let them know of your conditions so
you can mitigate an unnecessary acci-
dent. I trust each of you to do this, and
please do not abuse that trust. I don’t
want to lose anyone! In order to stay
Army Strong; I need each of you on
the team. We spent a lot of hard work
over the past year building this team.
A year ago, we were just developing a
team in the Devil Brigade by bringing
all the individual battalions back from
all the different places they were sent
to fulfill mission requirements. We
were a team on paper only. Now, when
I look across the formation today; I see
a true team who looks out, helps, and
supports each other like family. That

is what good people and units do, and
I appreciate it. Keep up the great work
this year and train hard. We have a
good plan with a lot to do!

NO MISSION TOO DIFFICULT. NO SACRIFICE TOO GREAT.
DUTY FIRST.

DEVIL 6
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I would like to start by saying
Happy New Year to everyone and
welcome back to Fort Riley for those
that left for the holidays. My hope is
that 2013 is very prosperous to the
Devil Brigade as we continue New
Equipment Fielding and Training. It
won’t be long before this BCT is the
most modern Armored Brigade in
the Army’s inventory. Since the last
letter, we have reelected the Com-
mander In Chief, and enjoyed some
much needed time with families at
Thanksgiving and Christmas. | want to
call some special recognition to SFC
Felton and the entire Devil’s Den staff
for the massive effort to provide such
an outstanding Thanksgiving meal to
over 4,000 Soldiers and families. The
theme and attention to detail were very
evident, but the quality of the food
was commented by many as the best
they ever had. Well done!

As we closed out the 1st Quar-
ter of FY'13, we recognized the Iron
Ranger Battalion as the best in the
Brigade for earning top honors in the
Devil’s Stakes competition. Complet-

ing the honors for the Quarter are SGT
Williams from the Iron Rangers and
PFC Duncan from The Pale Rider
Squadron who were recognized as the
BCT NCO and Soldier of the Quarter.
They will represent the Brigade at the
end of March in the Division NCO and
Soldier of the Quarter competition. I
am looking for another fine showing
and hope we can take both categories
again,

My talking point this installment
is Army schools and money. Anyone
watching the news lately has heard
of the financial difficulties facing the
country. As the Army copes with a
decreasing budget to accomplish its
mission, some would wonder how
it affects them. I would tell you that
training Soldiers takes a lot of money
and who we send to school in the
future will be scrutinized by those who
spend the money. The opportunity to
go to school in some cases may get

more and more difficult as we look

at ways of trimming expenses. I can
predict that schools will only go to
those “Best Qualified”. I ask everyone
that gets a slot in any school, to put
forth the maximum effort. The new
policy for PME is a one time opportu-
nity. As funding gets more restrictive,
schools from NCOES to localized
Troop Schooling will require more
supervision as well as more stringent
to reduce the chance of failures and
maximize the use of available funds.

I can speak for the senior NCO Corps
in the Brigade and say that we already
select those who are the absolute best.
Keep these things in mind as you es-
tablish your goals for the future. I wish
each and every one of you a great New
Year in 2013. Keep up the great work
that each of you do for the Brigade. |
am proud of you and look forward to
seeing you all throughout the year.

NO MISSION TOO DIFFICULT. NO SACRIFICE TOO GREAT.
DUTY FIRST.

DeVIL 7
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Chaplain’s Corner

A few years ago psychologist Ruth W. Berenda and her associates carried out an interesting experiment
with teenagers designed to show how a person handled group peer pressure. They brought groups of ten teen-
agers into a room for a test. Subsequently each group of ten was instructed to raise their hands when the teacher
pointed to the longest line on three separate charts. What one person in the group did not know was that the
other nine had been secretly instructed ahead of time to vote for the second longest line, rather than the correct
longest line. Regardless of the group instructions given to all ten teens at test time, nine of the teens were go-
ing to vote for the wrong answer.

The desire of the psychologists was to determine how one person reacted when completely surrounded
by a large number of people who obviously stood against what was true.

The experiment began with the nine teen-agers voting for the wrong line. The lone teen who didn’t
know the deception plan would typically glance around, frown in confusion, and slip his hand up to vote with
the group, even though the teen was voting for the wrong answer. Time and time again during the test, the self-
conscious teen-ager would sit there saying a short line is longer than the long line, simply because they lacked
the moral courage to challenge the group. 75% of the groups of ten teen-agers had unanimous answers in the
test, meaning the wrong answer.

How do we keep our moral compass pointed toward truth even in the face of overwhelming pressure to
compromise? What helps us to break from the pack and to pull away from the crowd? One suggestion comes
from an ancient writer, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6.) One of the marks of a re-
silient Soldier is their spiritual fitness. As we start this New Year, muster up your courage to exercise spiritually
and build up your spiritual muscles. You will find that your spiritual health will impact the other areas of your
life. Chaplains stand ready to provide and perform ministry to help you build your spiritual resilience.

Peace,

Chaplain (MAJ) Don Carrothers
Office: (785) 239-2513

Cell: (785)307-0514

Unit Chaplains Contact Information

BDE CH (MAJ) Carrothers: 785-239-2513

BSTB CH (CPT) Ball: 785-279-6836
BSB CH (CPT) Adriatico: 785-239-9530
1-16 CH (CPT) Ball: 785-240-3111
2-34 CH (CPT) Parks: 785-240-2444
1-5 CH (CPT) Jung ---- No Number

4-4  CH (CPT) Remy ---- No Number
1 EN CH (ILT) Sanders:  785-240-5972
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Need to contact your

Family Readiness Support Assistant? (FRSA)

1ABCT
Noel Waterman
785-239-2242

noel.waterman 1 @us.army.mil

1-1 BSTB and HHC, 1ABCT 1-5 FA
Helen Day Barb Stanley
785-240-4337 785-239-9288
helen.day@us.army.mil babs.stanley@us.army.mil
101st BSB 2-34 AR
Hope Stanley
785-239-1772 785-240-6728

hope.stanley@us.army.mil

1-16 IN 4-4 CAV
Liz Tripp
785239-6687 785-240-4644

Elizabeth.tripp1 @us.army.mil

1-1st ENG
Barb Stanley
785-239-9288

babs.stanley(@us.army.mil
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WHAT MAKESYOV STRONG?

1LT Chnstopher MacIeISh
4-4 CAV

T), troops. Watchmg how hard my
roopers work, seeing how strong
are and knowmg that jbr their
Ey I must work harder and be
stron so that tbei/ will never worry

that tbeur leadership will faz] them.

MA] Josef Hatch
HI-{ 1sffABCT

My Wg’fe and kids.

SPC Lakeesha Archer
HHC, Ist ABCT

Making my daddy proud.

SSG—WiIIiam Ho’omana
HHC, 1-1 BSTB

My famﬂy as a whole makes me
strong. From my grandparents to my
children.
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Firearms policy changes coming

Fort Riley is preparing to imple-
ment changes to its firearms policy
in 2013. The changes were made as
part of an Armywide policy change
that went into effect last year and
will be implemented in phases
over the course of the coming year,
according to Ray Coffey, chief,
Physical Security, Directorate of
Emergencies Services.

Members of the Fort Riley
community will want to take note
of upcoming changes to the Fort
Riley firearms policy. Some of the
changes include:

* All persons must declare pos-
session of firearms before entering
Fort Riley.

* All persons must present valid
registration of firearms at the gate.
Gate guards will assist with unreg-
istered
firearms declared at the gate.

* Registration information must
be entered in the Centralized Op-
erations Police Suite, or COPS, and
the
registration form must be properly
stamped by DES for it to be con-
sidered valid.

* Registration will include a
back ground check with the Na-
tional Crime Information Center, or
NCIC. The registration form will
be updated with additional ques-
tions to facilitate the NCIC check.

* Soldiers who choose to have
firearms on post and live in on-
post quarters are required to store
firearms in their unit arms rooms.
However, unit commanders can
authorize a Soldier to store firearms
in his or her on-post residence,
excluding barracks.

* Privately-owned firearms will
only be transported in vehicles
at Fort Riley while traveling by
the most direct route to and from

authorized locations, including
hunting areas, firearm ranges, quar-
ters, Army and Air Force Exchange
Service locations, Directorate of
Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation facilities, Environmen-
tal Division, Directorate of Public
Works’ facilities or unit and organi-
zational parking lots. All weapons,
including firearms, must be proper-
ly secured in the vehicle and must
not be taken into public or private
establishments. Firearms and
privately-owned weapons should
only be removed from unit vehicles
for use at authorized recreational
areas and for secure storage, like
arms rooms and quarters, according
to the regulation.

* Secure placement in vehicles
1s for temporary use only and is
not permitted for permanent stor-
age. Additionally, Soldiers, Family
members, employees, visitors and
recreationists should be aware of
certain key points of the existing
policy that will continue to remain
in effect:

+ All firearms are prohibited at
Fort Riley unless they are properly
registered.

* Concealed carry is not autho-
rized at Fort Riley.

* Firearms being transported at
Fort Riley must remain unloaded
and out of reach of all passengers
in the vehicle.

* All privately-owned firearms
transported or secured in vehicles
at Fort Riley must be locked in the
trunk, or, if a
vehicle has no trunk, in a stor-
age area of the vehicle beyond the
reach of the vehicle’s occupants.

If this is not possible, the firearm
must be transported in a closed
case, with a trigger lock in place
or similar device utilized, accord-

ing to Fort Riley Regulation 190-1.
Additional signage will be posted
at gates during the implementa-
tion. More information about the
upcoming policy changes and the
implementation plan will be avail-
able in the coming months.

Christmas

Abroad

SGT Roland Hale, RC-E

‘tﬁ#

iR =
Top: Maj. Gen. William Mayville,
commanding general, 1st Infantry
Division and Regional Command - East,
sits down for a Christmas Day meal Dec.
25 with Fort Riley Soldiers serving at
COP Zerok, Afghanistan.

Bottom: A Soldier deployed to
Afghanistan with the 4th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Inf. Div.
serves up slices of a holiday meal
Christmas Day at COP Zerok. Two Fort
Riley-based 1st Inf. Div. units are cur-
rently deployed to Afghanistan in sup-
port of Operation Enduring Freedom.
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ACS to host spouse’s seminar at

Riley’s

Family members have an op-
portunity to get ready for reintegra-
tion with their Soldier following a
redeployment.

Army Community Service is
hosting a Beyond the Beans and
Bullets seminar from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Jan. 12 at Riley’s Conference
Center.

The seminar will include discus-
sion among military spouses about
the best ways to handle reintegra-
tion, said
Cheryl Erickson, director, ACS.

“It’s much easier to discuss it
with people who are in the same
boat,” Erickson said.

The event was conducted in the
same manner last year and was a
success, she said.

“The feedback has been phe-
nomenal because they learn more
from each other,” Erickson said.

Three sessions will be conducted
throughout the seminar, including
tips and tools for managing rede-
ployment,
staying relaxed and budgeting for
redeployment.

During each session, table
discussions will be facilitated with
different questions posed. The
table groups will be mixed with
seasoned and newer spouses to talk
through issues.

“Every redeployment is differ-
ent, and every person is in a dif-
ferent place in their life,” Erickson
said. “We can always get some new
tips or tools to help us manage the
challenges.”

Youth, ages 6 to 17, also can par-
ticipate in the concurrent children’s
redeployment workshops as well.
The children’s workshops will be
split according to age groups.

“It will be more activity-orient-

ed, rather than the adults going to
the different sessions,” said Marvin
Springer, outreach coordinator,
ACS. “They have the opportunity
also to learn some skills as well
during this training.”

Children’s activities will be cen-
tered on reintegrating with return-
ing parent(s).

Additionally, information tables
will be set up to help with the
reintegration process. Spouses and
Families can browse through the
tables during the event. Some of
the organizations that will be in at-
tendance include the “Her
War, Her Voice” support group and
the Leisure Travel Center.

“We’ll know when the unit’s
block leave is, so (LTC) can put out
all the travel deals for that time, so
(Families) can look at that during
breaks,” Erickson said.

Even if people think they may
not need the tools, everyone is still
encouraged to come out for the
camaraderie, Erickson said.

“It’s good for the kids, it’s a
nice break, and there will be door
prizes,” Erickson said.

Drawings for three digital tablets
will be conducted.

The seminar is free to partici-
pants. Walk-ins will be accepted,
but adult participants are encour-
aged to register in
advance.

Child care is provided. Par-
ticipants needing child care are
required to pre-register.

A “no-host” lunch pasta and
salad bar will be available for $7.50
at the conference center.

To register for the seminar or for
more information, call ACS at 785-
239-9435.
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‘Devil’ Soldier finds ASAP’s shoe

Staff Sgt. Paul Wright, STB, 1st ABCT,
poses for a picture after discovering a
horseshoe under the Christmas tree at
ACS. ASAP created the scavenger hunt
during December to create awareness
about National Drunk and Drugged
Driving Prevention Month.

The Army Substance Abuse Pro-
gram’s Hunt for the Holiday Shoe
has officially come to an end.

The horseshoe was discovered
by Staff Sgt. Paul Wright, Special
Troops Battalion, 1st Armored Bri-
gade Combat
Team, 1st Infantry Division, under
a Christmas tree at the ACS build-
ing.

The scavenger hunt was de-
signed to guide Soldiers to different
agencies throughout post to help
them become aware of the avail-
able resources, said Chris Bowman,
prevention coordinator, ASAP.

The event also was a way to
create awareness about December
being National Drunk and Drugged
Driving Prevention Month.

The hunt began with the first
clue posted on the Directorate of
Family and Morale, Welfare and
Recreation’s Facebook page. New

clues were posted weekly.

The clues led to different loca-
tions, including the Custer Hill
Bowling Center, Leisure Travel
Center and Army Community
Service.

“The event was well received by
the Soldiers and the Family mem-
bers from Fort Riley,” Bowman
said. “We had many Family mem-
bers involved in the hunt who said
they enjoyed going place to place
looking for the next clue.”

Wright said he was skeptical at
first about participating, but was
pleased when he found the mystery
shoe.

“I was pretty excited about win-
ning,” Wright said. “It gave me
the option to point my Soldiers in
the right direction — I’ll be sharing
some of the items with them — the
services.”

BAGRAM, AIRFIELD,
Afghanistan -- Two Fort Riley-
based 1st Infantry Division units,
the 4th Infantry Brigade Combat
Team and Division Headquar-
ters and Headquarters Battalion,
spent Christmas Day this year at
combat outposts across eastern

A fghanistan.

While the mission did not stop
for the Soldiers, they did their
best to celebrate the holiday
season.

Maj. Gen. William May-
villed and Command Sgt. Maj.
Charles Sasser Jr., command
team, 1st Inf. Div. and Regional
Command-East, did their part to
spread Christmas cheer by visiting

holidays while deployed

et e

s :
SGT Roland Hale, RC-E

Fort Riley, Big Red 1 Soldiers celebrate
to Afghanistan

accompanied by a jazz trio from
the 1st Inf. Div. Band, which per-
formed for Soldiers at each stop.
Both units are scheduled to

return to Fort Riley in the spring,
so in addition to Christmas, they
celebrated the day as the last ma-
jor holiday they will spend apart
from their loved ones.

A 1st Inf. Div. Soldier serving in Afghanistan

with the 4th IBCT enjoys a Christmas meal Dec.

25 at COP Zerok, a small U.S. base in eastern
Afghanistan’s mountainous Paktika Province,
Afghanistan.

“Big Red One” troops at several
outposts. Mayville and Sasser were
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USO makes changes to No Dough Dinners,

Some changes are being made to
the USO No Dough dinners for the
upcoming year.

The USO will be trying a “No
Dough Dinner Light” for the first
dinner in January and also the first
dinner
in February. Dates for regular No
Dough dinners will be changing as
well.

The dinners, one of the many
ways USO Fort Riley seeks to lift
the spirit of the troops and their
Families, were
started to give Families a night off
from cooking and originally sched-
uled right before pay day, accord-
ing to April
Blackmon, director, USO Fort
Riley.

The No Dough Dinner Light
will still be serving full meals, but
lighter in terms of the amount of
the number of
people being served, Blackmon
said.

“It’s an experiment we’re go-
ing to try based off of our previous
year’s attendance records for the
first dinners in
January and February. We were
seeing maybe 100 (attendees) at
most,” Blackmon said.

The meal will still have all the
trimmings people have enjoyed
in the past, including a main dish,
fresh veggies and other sides,
Blackmon said.

The light dinner will have a ca-
pacity for about 100 to 150 attend-
ees, instead of the usual 300.

The No Dough Dinner Lights
also will be hosted at a different lo-
cation — the USO Fort Riley center.

“It’s normally at our dining facil-

locations

ity or off sight somewhere,” Black-
mon said. “We’ve never done it in
the USO

center before, so it’ll be an interest-
ing experiment for us to see how
well it works,” Blackmon said.

The first No Dough Dinner Light
is scheduled for 5 to 6:30 p.m. Jan.
12 at the center.

Normally, the dinners are dur-
ing weekdays, but this dinner will
be during a Saturday to see how it
works out, Blackmon said.

The USO also is changing the
official scheduled dates for regular
No Dough Dinners.

The regular dinners were ini-
tially scheduled the day before
pay day to give Families a helping
hand, Blackmon said.

“Well, we learned that many
folks get paid the day before pay
day, so, with that in mind, we’ve
now decided to bump it to two
business days before pay day,”
Blackmon said.

The last day before getting paid
can be a little tough for people, she
said.

“We target an audience of 300 on
normal No Dough Dinners — that’s
troops and Families, and we will be
doing
some off-site locations this year
they can look forward to,” Black-
mon said.

All USO dinners are volunteer-
operated events.

“We have folks who volunteer
for just one dinner, (and) we have
folks who volunteer every dinner,”
Blackmon said. “It’s a Family-
friendly volunteer opportunity,
so parents can have some of their
older children helping out with the

dinners,” Blackmon said.

The USO dinners would not be
possible without the help of volun-
teers, she said.

“As long as we have volunteers
and donations, the dinners will go
on, so we hope to never run out of
volunteers,”

Blackmon said.

To volunteer, visit http://usovol-
unteer.org/custom/500/index.php
or call 785-240-5328. Schedules,
menus and
other information can be found at
the USO Fort Riley Facebook page
at www.facebook.com/USOFtRi-
ley.
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Chaplain shares ‘the parable of the gﬂF’

Gifts, gifts, gifts. This time of
year, we are all consumed by gifts.
We buy gifts, we give gifts and
the greatest part of all, we receive
gifts. On Christmas morning, many
homes are strewn with wrapping
paper torn to shreds, with gift parts
all over the house, as children dive
into the newest and greatest toy
they have ever had. As the day
draws to a close, and full stomachs
turn into heavy eyes, gifts are unof-
ficially distributed into a few differ-
ent categories.

Some gifts remain unopened,
waiting for a relative to arrive,
or perhaps some of us didn’t feel
in the spirit and simply left gifts
unopened.

Other gifts were opened and
quickly rejected — set aside as
useless — like the ugly sweater
that Aunt Samantha knitted. Some
gifts also were rejected because
we didn’t understand them. I recall
one Christmas in the late 1970s
when my sister received a cassette
tape player and cried all afternoon
because she wanted an 8-track tape
player instead.

Yet another category of gifts falls
into the easily broken or quickly
boring gifts. A cheap kids’ meal toy
from a fast food restaurant is like
this. The toy is fascinating at first,
but in just a few minutes, it will get
thrown aside for something better,
or it will simply break. We all get
presents like this that will fascinate
us for a short time on Christmas
day and maybe a bit longer, but
soon will be in the trash or stuck in
the back of a drawer and forgotten.

The best gifts of all, and the
hardest to find, are the kind of gifts
that become part of our lives. Some
might have been lucky enough this

Christmas to get their first smart
phone, bike or even a car. I began
using my first electronic organizer
more than a decade ago. Eventu-
ally, after several generations of
upgrades, it has morphed into an
expensive smart phone. I could
not imagine life today without this
useful tool; it goes with me every-
where I go.

Christmas is a Christian holi-
day to celebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ our Lord. An angel appeared
before his birth and told Joseph,
his father, to name the baby Jesus,
“because he will save his people
from their sins” — Matthew 1:21.
This is a gift which many have left
unopened year after year. Some
have considered it and quickly
discarded the gift as useless. Some
have toyed with the notion of faith,
but have allowed the worries of
everyday life to steal away the
hope and joy that comes from a life
of faith in Christ. Others, like me,
and I hope like you as well, have
received this gift and have allowed
the “gift of God” — Eph 2:8 —to
become central in our lives. I can
no longer imagine life without it.

“Because of his great love for us,
God, who is rich in mercy, made us
alive in Christ.” — Ephesians 2:4-5.
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Parent to Parent offers workshops for Families

What does a gummy bear do when
it’s put in water? That’s just the
type of question the Parent to Par-
ent cadre

of Fort Riley said they love to ex-
plore with fellow military parents
and their children.

Blair Benz, Jennifer Dixon and
Sandra Hatch make up the three-
person team of Fort Riley’s Parent
to Parent program of the Military
Child Education Coalition. Togeth-
er, they provide interactive work-
shops for Soldiers and Families
with the goal of making learning
come alive and enabling parents to
become “their children’s best advo-
cates,” Hatch said.

“And it’s free,” Benz added.

Benz started bringing her daugh-
ter, Raina, 2, to workshops when
they first moved to Fort Riley in
2010.

Two years later, Benz
found herself leading
them.

“To be on this team,
you have to be a military
spouse,” Dixon said.

Benz, Dixon and
Hatch know the military
way of life because they
live it every day. They
have navigated the
waters of switching
schools, multiple moves,
deployments and rede-
ployments. “Change is
inevitable, especially in
this lifestyle,” Benz said.

“The whole point is to
(be able to) relate to our
audience, no matter what
the topic is,” Dixon said.

Each member brings her own
strengths to the program. The team
laughed as Hatch confessed she’s a

math nerd. Benz, on the other hand,
is more artistic.

“As a parent, the logic and the
math are the things that I’'m not the
most comfortable with, so I need
those things

because I need to make it accessi-
ble for (my daughter),” Benz said.
“If I have an aversion to it or it’s an
unknown

to me, it doesn’t mean she
shouldn’t have it.”

The workshops are interactive
and cover general education topics
like music, science and reading, as
well as more
focused topics, like preparing for
college, learning styles and parent-
teacher conferences.

Several workshops are geared
specifically to military Families,
like staying connected during de-
ployment, building resiliency and

Julie Fiedler, 1ST INF. DIV. POST

Jennifer Dixon, Parent to Parent cadre, right, helps brothers
Zander Purcell, 3, left, and Jonas, 1, center, with a craft activity
during a recent early literacy workshop for the CYSS play pals
group Dec. 3 at the Normandy CDC.

easing transitions.
“We also have a redeployment
reintegration workshop, and (it’s)

fabulous,” Hatch said.

“Our workshops cover anywhere
from birth to the college years,”
Dixon said. “Each (workshop is)
research-based, so the information
1s important; it’s pertinent.”

“(The workshops are) disguised
as something really fun. The kids
have a great time. The parents are
totally involved (and come) away
feeling like they’re empowered,”
Benz said.

The team’s enthusiasm seems to
be contagious.

“We feel so passionately about
the information. It’s wonderful
information. It’s robust. It’s re-
searched. But it’s also useful and
accessible,” Benz said.

Parent to Parent provides free
workshops to any military-based
group. Family members can re-
quest a workshop from a menu of
options. From informal play
groups to organized Fam-
ily readiness groups, with
coffee groups, mom groups
and teen groups thrown in,
the team said it welcomes
the opportunity to reach as
many Families as possible.

“You provide the people
and the place, and we’ll pro-
vide the resources and the

N workshop,” Hatch said.
A R Recently, the group
Tig ..b started a collaborative

partnership with the Mari-

anna Kistler Beach Museum

of Art in Manhattan. The

first event, which was in

the fall, was free and open

to military Families. The

event featured a special

tour of the museum, followed by

a science workshop, led by the
Parent See PARENTS, page 15
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PARENTS Continued from page 14

to Parent team that tied into the
exhibit.

“It all connected,” Dixon said.

“So many Families have never
been to the (Marianna Kistler
Beach Museum of Art), and it’s
a wonderful, small little gem of
a museum. It’s a neat opportu-
nity for new experiences, but also
great information for the parents
on incorporating science into their
children’s lives on a daily basis,”
Benz added.

The next workshop at the muse-
um will focus on math and tie into
the exhibit. The Parent to Parent
team can tailor their standard work-
shop offerings to better fit a group’s
specific needs.

“We tend to focus everything
around the military child and how
to make their education the best
that we can,” Hatch said.

“There isn’t a workshop where
we don’t have someone walk away
and say, ‘“Wow, I didn’t know that.’
That’s so
gratifying,” Benz said.

The group cited several success
stories from participants, as well
as in their own lives. One mother
hadn’t anticipated the variety of
curricula across different school
systems, Benz said. What is called
‘algebra’ in one school might
be called ‘eighth-grade math’ in
another. The mother came away
with the idea to photocopy her
children’s textbook covers to avoid
disruptions to her children’s learn-
ing plans.

“If you have a copy of what
exactly they did at that previous
school, it can help them better
place the child before
they lose time in learning a new
subject,” Hatch said.

“The crux behind the program
(is to) prepare parents (so that) they
can help make those transitions

more successful,” Benz said. “It
saves a lot of frustration, not just
for the children, but also the Fami-
lies.”

Dixon picked up a tip in a
workshop she uses in her own
household. The simple routine of
implementing a homework box has
helped her Family stay more orga-
nized and has helped ease stress.

“This is information that every
parent would benefit from,” Benz
said. “This is not for somebody
else. This is for
you.”

The team conducts workshops at
Fort Riley, Manhattan, Ogden and
Junction City.

As for the gummy bear? It will
expand, not dissolve, when put in
water.

Upcoming workshops include
Early Literacy, featuring a story
and activity at 10 a.m. Jan. 7 and
Jan. 28 at Building 6620; Learning
Styles at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 10 and 6
p.m. Jan. 15 at the Middle School
Teen Center; School Transitions at
6 p.m. Jan. 29 at the MSTC; and
a math workshop at 10 a.m. Jan.
24 at the Marianna Kistler Beach
Museum of Art.

For more information or to
request a workshop, email ptop.
riley@militarychild.org.
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Fort Riley Tax Center offers free services to
Soldiers, Family members

With the end of the holiday
season, a new season looms — tax
season. Many people dread
this time of year, but Soldiers, their
dependents and retirees have the
Fort Riley Tax Center
to make filing state and federal
returns a quick, easy and free task.

The Fort Riley Tax Center will
celebrate its grand opening at 3
p.m. Jan. 22 at Building
7034. Once open, the tax center’s
hours of operation will be from 9
a.m. to 6 p.m., Monday
to Friday, and from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturdays. Walk-ins are welcome,
but appointments,
which are available Monday to
Friday, are encouraged.

Trained tax preparers will pre-
pare 2010, 2011 and 2012 federal
tax returns, in addition
to state returns. State returns,
however, will only be prepared in
conjunction with federal
returns.

Last year, 7,627 federal and
5,790 state returns were prepared,
saving Soldiers and
Families about $1.5 million in
preparation fees. More than $15
million in tax refunds also
were secured.

If you are thinking of forgoing
the tax center in favor of quick
cash from a refund-anticipation
loan, don’t.

The tax center can electronically
file your refund. Electronic filing
and direct deposits
drastically reduce the time it takes
to get your refund. On average,
filers see their refunds in less than
a week.

Instant rebates offered by most

commercial tax services are noth-
ing more than loans
with incredibly high interest rates.

If you prepare your taxes on
your own, bring them into the tax
center. One of the certified
tax preparers will check over your
state and federal returns to make
sure you’ve got it correct. If the
IRS questions your taxes, the tax
center can provide help.

The tax center is just one more
service provided at Fort Riley to
help ease the burden on Soldiers
and Family members. The staff at
the tax center provides excellent
customer service and will make fil-
ing taxes a positive experience.

Along with all of your W-2
forms, be sure to bring the follow-
ing items — if applicable — with you
when you head to the tax center:

* Social Security card — required
for everyone, including children

* Power of attorney

* All 1099-R Forms — Pension
and Retirement

* All 1099-INT Forms — Interest
Income Statement

* All 1099-DIV Forms — Divi-
dend Income Statement

* Form 1098 — Mortgage Interest
Statement

* Form 1098-E — Student Loan
Interest Statement

* HUD-1 Forms for those who
have purchased or sold a home in
2009

* Bank routing and account
numbers

* Receipts for deductible ex-
penses

* 2011 Tax return

* Form 8332 signed by custodial
parent if a non-custodial parent is

claiming a child exemption.

The Tax Center will be open
through April 15, but why wait?
Gather your forms and make your
appointment today. Remember, ap-
pointments can be made by calling
785-239-1040.
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COEZEsEmme,  Family Readiness Training

Al e, olutions for Bugcasshul ArmY i 2013 SChEduI e

Free Chid Care for sl Family Readiness Group (ARG] Cleszes. Pre-regisiraiion Requeed!

Famiy Readmness Group (FRG) Leader Class: Insimiclion and guidance to assist newly appointed
FRG Leaders, FRSA's and Commanders.

Each part is a 3-hour course.

Jan 58-89/ Mar 1213/ May 1415 7 Jul 16-17 / Sep 10-11 FNow 11-13:. 9200 am — 12:00 Moon

Key Caller Claas: This class provides instruction and guidance o appointed Key Callers.
Feb5fApr2fJund fAug b/ 0ct 15Dec 3 10:00} 8 — 1210 Noon
Funils Custodian Class: This class provides instruction and guidance to apponted Funds
Custodians.
Jan 157 Mar 12 FMay 7 1 Jul 167 Sep 10/ Nov 19: 10:00) &m — 1210 Noon
Care Tesn Traming: Instruchon on Care Team's responsibillies and quidance on how D hamnde
issues yolunteers will face (such as dealing with family's eaclons).
Feb 13 f May 15 f Aug 14 f Nov 13 1:00 — 3:10 pm

aming:- This irainng will povide FRSA'S a basic

Hnuwledge urﬂ'ﬂrrdﬁandhimesawel:ﬁa:qlﬂmmmmemmm
Cammunity resoures avalable to Solers and Famnily members.

*Mandatory D Al new FRSAs  * Commanders Welcome * Dpen D Al FRG Volunkears

Mar 5-6 F Sep Z2-3 F Aug 28249 900 &am - 300 pm

To reqester for & clhas plesse conlact:
Army Community Sexvice
T2564 Nommandy Dive, Forl Riley, KS 65442
(i) 22959435
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COURTS-MARTIAL
IN 15T ABCT

Unit: HHC, 1-16 INF REGT.
Charges: Article 86 - Failure

to Report; Article 134 - Previ-
ous Overindulgence in Liquor
Punishment: To forfeit $1331
pay per month for 1 month; to

be restricted to place of duty,
gym, place of worship, dining
facility, PX or shoppette for 30
days.
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Hiley s Conference Center
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Winter Weather Communications
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* Mt sure you have o beasd one of the fodlowing in case theee &

oot fmlure;
a Patmey-powared ek (or bedmrong I incal smemency netnactions|

* Pt | Ceani; and fmoephenc Admineintion (NOAR) weather
radl eceeve (for eterang b Rastal Vinathr Seevice brosdaty)

 Find ot b your commanity warns the publlc about severs weather.
Pt Risy Alkor Teex! Memsagng

a Hadn
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FELY-FM 1D
o WELAFM 1 00
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Taleween
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. $2000 include 2 hrs
; of bowing, shoes, 2
small pizza's with fountain drink and
?Eg E_'% each couple will alsoreceive a
S-DPM . heart/key necklace If chidren
accompany them, the kids wil
"‘ receive $100 game and shoes
v thatnight

. MNeckboes will be mited (o the first
f;‘(v' ) Custer Hill Bowing Cenler Sl coupies.
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"BEERFEST

%m“"

FEB 9, 6:00-9:00PM

RILEY’S CONFERENCE CENTER
$10 IN ADVANCE, $12 AT THE DOOR

(MUST BE 21 TC ENTER)

FOR MORE INFORMATION, .
CALL 785.784-1000. <Y
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Who: Hizh School Students

Parents are welcome to attend

What: Learn emplovment skill
and school planning.

Where: Teen Center
5B00 Thomas Ave
FL. Riley, K5
When: See Schedule
B 00-T:00pm

And 7:00-8:00pm

For More Information

(785) 240-3261
(785) 230-1648

LLS, Army Child, Youth

& Schonl Services
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TEENS 15-18 years

Apply for CYSS HIRED! Apprenticeships

Earn $500 Cash Award

The HIRED! Apprenticeship Program provides

high school students ages 15-18 years
e (Dependants of Active Duty, Retired or DOA Employees)
with career exploration opportunities in

Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) operations.
Spring Session
February 10, 2013 through May 4, 2013
Application Deadline for Spring Session: Janwary 18, 2013
Summer Session
May 19, 2013 through Rugust 10, 2013

Application Deadline for Summer Session: Rpril 26, 2013

Contact: Sandy [okmace 7E5-2H-2241
Bldg #6280 Marmanedy Drive, Forl Kley
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DO YOUHAVE WHATIT TAKES?

ARMYVOLLNTEER CORPS AND ARMY COMMUNITY SERVICE
YOLUNTEER CRIENTATION CLASSES ARE HELD ON THE FOLLOWAING MONDAYS FROM 1000 - 1200 AT
BUILDING 7264 RORMANDY DRIVE:

JARLIARY14 LR
FEBRUARY 11 AlGL5T1
MARCH 11 SEFTEMBERD
APRILE OCTORERT
MAY13 HIYERBER 4
JHELD DECEMBERY

e regestining fou this class, please speafy the date or distance leamang and provde the
Folboomng mfermatlon: your naime, spomsor's name, unlt, and rank. For those requirng chdd care wewil
Al need the name and age of your child

Parents are responsible fo prevagister their child with £ 755 at BLDG 6620 prioe to registermg
for thes class. Studlents needling chikdcare will register atleast 10 workmg daysbefore the scheduled class
s thiat vee can coordeate childcare. Studerts v are unable to attend a schedabed class for ay reason
vl pegronsllile to cotact both Y55 - 24 hours i advance to cancel childcage and then 805 to canie
theeir class reservation. Failure to do so may result in thie student heing helil mancialy responsibile for the
costof chikdcare during that ime,

ACS aks offers a destance [eamng aption, Simphy stop by ACS to pack up your distance
bearning package. Read thioughthe materlas and emall vour answers to e sddres on the dheck on
bearning. our volunteer orlentation tralning certificate vl be emalled to you after processag, Chidcare

s ok avadable for this ophion

BE A PART OF THE ARMY VOLUNTEER CORPS

Call: Tab235:8428

Ertial wcha ity iy I o mbs aealmal bl
Vialunteer Coordmataor
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THANK YOU
FOR lYCJLJH SERVIGE

lI:I'IE

1/2 MILITARY

priIcE TICKETS

‘ D&TTDHA D00 « FEEHUAFW =g, 2013 ‘

To purchase this and other great offers, contact
your on-base MWR ITT/ITR ticket office.

For event information, visit DAYTONAS0D.com
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Youth
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lce Skating Lessong!

TES TR CLASS FERE
Iapumey &9 A3-500am Yeuth Baginarg (agen 45} AL
Adamismey 531 BASG455m Wipddl by Reagina i) Cogee: o35 E+ L4
Jadis®j 505 000110030 i, Yol Begindng (ajiea. 13

Janisary Dl 0511210 o Yioilh Baginaing (agos 0:12)

Lanieary B 11 amAA2 00 pe. Yol Baginaing (ag=s6:12)

damiey - AR pm ok Ideermeed bl e [ages 144840
eumsy BHresbnan 15 70-3:13gm Taan Bapinaing (mgee 12-1T)

Falsa sy 323 A3 am Yeulk Basma sy (g 45

ot i’ 223 R LR B odill Bagina g (ojis 45

Frslimi sy’ 233 P A0 o, Yok Baginaing (ajesn:12)

Flimipy 234 WA= A0 A m Youlh Daginaing (ages 615

Fetsrsary 2-17 P30am-AZ00 pre Youlh Bagnang (ages8-12)  §35
Frizramry 2-13 21748 pm Toulk immrmadnle (sgms 14800] 340

Rduic EBaegimnming
lce Skatimog Lessongsl

Tuesdays, January 8-Februeary 19
8:30-9:15 p.m.
$40

Yﬂ“th I Hoclzcy Les:snm
for A=me= A2 S LT

Momdays, January 7-February 18
7:13-8:13 p.m

 Parks amed Hecragbon Difcs

rLmanhaHonn. ks
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REGISTRATICNN Fomna

MlapAE:
PHOMNE:
E-pamaLs

Fax corPLETED FORM TO: TRS-230-6870 o oroe OFF AT Kisg FiEun HOwss SPOoaTs OFFcE
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2015

Alternative
Care Options

\".anrﬂu‘ may also utilize their free 16 hours or

- an hourly rate to take advantage of weekday

or Saturday care. Children must be registered
with CYSS.

SATURDAY CHILD CARE 1900-2300

January 5 Fe.hr'u-ﬂr"}-' 2 March 2 April 6
May 4 June 1 July 13 August 3
September 7 October 5 MNovember 2 December 7

FR& CHILD CARE 1800-2000

January B February 12 March 12 April
May 14 June 11 July 9 August 13
September 10 October 8 Movember 12 December 10

TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT FOR CARE,
CALL WARREN EAST CDC
BLD&. 6981 WARREN RD
785.240.0822/0821

i :
ti/f m ¥
U.S, Army Child, Yourh MYV
¢ Bchion] Services L -

REVISED 10v25/12
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Command Spouse

Training Seminar

February 11" & 12, 0900-1200

FREE Childcare i available with early registration
Call ACSto register 239-9435

A Day In The Life Of * (risis and Coping
*Integration into the Company ~ *Customs and Courtesies
*Roles and Responsibilities + (&A Panel
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Kansas Concealed Carry Handgun
Licensing Course

Who: Any Pale Rider or Pale Rider family member 21 or older [see accompanying flyer for
further details about eligihility). Sponsored by the Dickinson County Sheriff Reserves.

What: The full KS CCH licensing course and qualification at a discounted rate. ¥YOU WILL BE
FULLY LICENSED TO CARRY IN 31 STATES!

When: 25 slots available for Saturday, 2 FEB 13 and 25 slots available for Sunday, 3 FEB 13. Both
courses are 0800 to 1700, Slots will be filled on a first come first serve basis.

Where: DESO Range, 1181 2350 Ave; Abilene, KS

Why: For persanal, family and public protection. This is also an opportunity for further
personal development.

Cost: 580 for the course (SPECIAL PALE RIDER DISCOUNTED RATE), includinglunch. 5100 permit
fee for the K5 Attorney General and 532.50 fee for the County Sheriff. Total cost is $212.50.

POC: For further information contact CPT Nick Blunt at nicholas.d.blunt. mil & mail.mil or [785]
307-9462.
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é"t USO Fort Riley

No Dough Dinners

- All are 5-6:30 p.m., Bldg. 7856 Drum Street, Custer
Hill loop, unless otherwise noted:

— Dec. 13, 2012

® 2013 dinners move to 2 days before pay day

- * Jan. 11 & Feb. 13 — “No Dough Dinner lite” at the
USO Center on Trooper Drive

- Jan. 30 & Feb. 27; March 13 & 28

Latest info e details at www facebook com/usoftrile

in
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USO FORT RILEY

P S ENTS

US0 is helping you to siretch your dollars by providing

For up to 300 Troops and iamilies jusi beiore payday!

2013 No Dongh Dinner Dates
January B & Felnsary 1 are b Boagh boeer Lie Eveny i -
Hm n 7 -'-' L . . : 3
¢ L 4
Felnsary: 3 iy ¥
March: 13 & 28 b
1 f
Rty i gl DImnETs I SO IFAC
May: 13 & 20 S Buildig TS5
e 12 & 37 Mosd held al P30 BEAC L Dhrmm Streed
uly: 11 & 30
bagul: 13 & 28
IB vt bin: Wawhi | ieadthitd ol o
m ll l ﬂ "n-l-lllllll- s I |lllli|l|r -.Ir.-:r._lll al 1he
“.“-! 1 ‘ 10 Tt The o4 rel- dan slme s earsami Pire
n‘ lu il dprn il oy Dlrpegs S
DeEcEmbeEr: =11

Far derail s phense call 985 2p0-53=h &F via e-mall &t usolormriieEyiuasoorg
Fier el e dimner menms, check m: oud on wew Eporhook oom i weofirley

Iy & Bl B (R O AR Lzl 1 Jan 2013



