History, 1st Battalion, 5th Field Artillery

1st Battalion, 5th Field Artillery is the oldest American military unit on continuous active
duty.

Led first in the Revolutionary War by Captain Alexander Hamilton, the unit fought at Long
Island, Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, Yorktown, and New York.
After participating in the final victory at Yorktown, the unit was selected as the only Continental
Army unit to remain on active duty status. Later the unit fought in the War of 1812; and in the
Miami, Creek, Seminole, Little Big Horn and Pine Ridge Indian campaigns. The unit also
participated multiple campaigns in the Mexican War.

Remaining loyal to the Union, "Hamilton's Own" fought valiantly in the Valley, Manassas,
Antietam, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and the Virginia 1861 Campaigns.

After earning a campaign streamer at Santiago, the 1st Battalion, 5th Field Artillery went to
the Philippines and participated in the campaigns at Cavite, Luzon 1899, Samar 1900, and Samar
1901. An officer of the battalion, 1LT (later Brigadier General) Gruber composed the Caisson
Song. The song that was the 1st Battalion, 5th Field Artillery's regimental march later became
the Artillery and then the Army Song. The Battalion was assigned to the 1st Infantry Division
and sent to France in 1917. The unit deployed as the 5th Field Artillery Regiment to fight at
Montdidier-Noyon, Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel, Meuse-Argonne, Lorraine 1917, Lorraine 1918,
and Picardy. Remaining with the 1st Infantry Division, the Battalion participated in every major
European campaign during World War Il. Campaign credits earned were Algeria-French
Morocco, Tunisia, Sicily, Normandy, Northern France, Rhineland, Ardennes-Alsace, and Central
Europe.

In late 1965, the battalion was again deployed to Vietnam. During Operation Fishhook in
October of 1968, LTC Charles C. Rogers, the Battalion Commander, received the Medal of
Honor for gallantry and leadership at Firebase Rita. The battalion won eleven campaign
streamers for their actions in the Republic of Vietnam.

The 1st Battalion, 5th Field Artillery deployed in January of 1991, for Operation Desert
Shield and Desert Storm and became the first artillery unit in the division to be credited with
destroying an Iraqi tank with a Copperhead projectile. "Hamilton's Own" also participated in the
largest artillery raid ever conducted. Our unit earned the Defense of Saudi Arabia and the
Liberation and Defense of Kuwait streamers.



The 1st Battalion, 5th Field Artillery deployed in September of 2003, for Operation Iraqi
Freedom and returned to Fort Riley in September 2004. The Battalion has continued the tradition
of "Faithful and True" throughout its 224 year history participating in almost every major
conflict and earning 60 campaign streamers and numerous unit citations for gallantry in battle.
Today, "Hamilton's Own" proudly serves at Fort Riley, Kansas and provides Paladin fire support
to the 1st Brigade Combat Team of the 1st Infantry Division.



